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War on terrorism

Graner prisoner abuse case: The
soldier shown most prominently in pho-
tos of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib

prison in Iraq has returned to a U.S. mili-
tary base and will have a hearing before
a military judge Monday, his attorney said.

Spec. Charles Graner Jr., 36, of Union-
town, Pa., was returned under military es-
cort to Fort Hood, Texas, this week, his civil-
ian defense attorney, Guy Womack, said
Wednesday.

Statements by President Bush and mili-
tary leaders have tainted any potential mili-
tary panel, Womack said, and he will seek to
have the case dismissed during preliminary
hearings next week.

“I'm asking the court to dismiss on the
grounds of unlawful command influences,”
Womack said.

“The president and the chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff have made statements
saying my client is guilty and there should
be punishment.”

States

Woman's execution: The Texas parole
board has recommended delaying the execu-
tion of a woman accused of killing her hus-
band and two young children, leaving the
chance for a reprieve in the hands of the gov-
ernor.

Gov. Rick Perry can agree with the
board’s 5-1 vote or allow the execution to go
ahead as scheduled Wednesday. Perry
spokeswoman Kathy Walt said late Tuesday
the case was under review.

Frances Newton, 39, could become the
first black woman executed in Texas. She
was convicted in the 1987 shooting deaths of
her husband and two children, ages 20
months and 7. Prosecutors said Newton
killed her family to collect $100,000 in insur-
ance benefits.

The parole board recommended delaying
her execution for four months so her attor-
neys can conduct new ballistics tests on the
pistol prosecutors said was the murder
weapon and chemical analysis on the cloth-
ing she was wearing.

Turnpike strike: The Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission said Tuesday night that it
reached a tentative contract with striking
toll collectors, ending a walkout that began
a day before Thanksgiving.

The toll collectors were scheduled to re-
turn to work their next scheduled shifts, be-
ginning at 11 p.m. Tuesday, turnpike spokes-
man Bill Capone said.

The agreement, which is still subject to
union ratification, was reached around Tues-
day evening, officials said. Terms of the con-
tract were to be released Wednesday morn-
ing.

Sheryl Crow case: A love-struck fan who
ardently pursued singer Sheryl Crow for 15
months was acquitted Tuesday of stalking
her.

A jury deliberated
about three hours before
finding Ambrose Kap-
pos, 38, not guilty of bur-
glary and stalking charg-
es. He faced up to seven
years in prison if convict-

Outside court, Kappos
said he believes he was
> when he

Your Money

thought he was communi-
cating telepathically
with Crow.

Crow

e trial
fense lawyer Stanford chkman pointed out
Kappos was always polite and never threat-
ened anyone. Kappos insisted he was mere-
ly a love-struck fan.

» What's new with old

Lynndie England case: Pfc. Lynndie England
arrives at the XVIII Airborne Corps Staff
Judge Advocate Building at Fort Bragg, N.C.
for an Article 32 motion hearing Wednesday
leading up to her Jan. 18 court-martial on
abuse charges stemming from photos of her
pointing and smiling at naked Iraqi detainees
at Abu Ghraib prison. Her lawyers moved
Wednesday to throw out statements she
made when first questioned about the
abuse, including that reservists were just
“joking around, having some fun.” Paul
Arthur, an Army special investigator, testi-
fied that England was aware of her rights,
ing to have a lawyer present, when she
terviewed. At the end of the question-
ing, he said, she wrote and signed a state-
ment detailing her actions.

BTK killer: The serial killer known only
as “BTK” suggests in letters that he was
born in 1939 and is a railroad buff, authori-
ties said Tuesday as they appealed to the
public for clues to his identity.

Police released a summary of personal de-
tails provided in recent letters they believe
were sent by the killer.

The killer — known by the self-coined
nickname BTK, which stands for “Bind, Tor-
ture, Kill” — is linked to eight unsolved ho-
micides that terrorized Wichita between
1974 and 1986. After years of silence, the
killer surfaced again, sending messages ear-
lier this year.

Nightclub fire: Attorneys representing
families of some of the 100 people killed in
the West Warwick, R.I., nightclub fire as
well a number who were injured have
agreed to drop CBS Broadcasting Inc. as a
defendant in one of the lawsuits filed in the
aftermath.

Lawyers for both sides signed a stipula-
tion dropping the claims against CBS. The
stipulation was entered into the court
record on Monday.

CBS attorney Michael DeLuca said CBS
was originally named in the suit because
plaintiffs thought it had control over
WPRI-TV. The CBS affiliate one

World

Powell in Haiti: Secretary of State Colin
Powell met on Wednesday with Haitian po-
litical leaders and other opponents of ousted
President Jean Bertrand Aristide in
Port-au-Prince in what is likely his last visit
to Haiti as the United States’ top diplomat.

Shortly after Powell entered the National
Palace in the Haitian capital for meetings
with President Boniface Alexandre and
Prime Minister Gerald Latortue, gunfire
erupted outside. It was not clear whether
the shots were aimed at the palace, but a pal-
ace security officer said they appeared to
come from a single passing car.

Powell went to Haiti to reaffirm U.S. sup-
port for democracy there, review American
efforts to help the country overcome recent
natural disasters, and commemorate World
AIDS Day by meeting with young Haitians
who receive and provide HIV/AIDS support
services.

Philippines storm: The death toll from a
powerful rainstorm that triggered land-
slides and flash floods in the eastern Philip-
pines rose to 412, with 177 people still miss-
ing, officials said Wednesday

Meanwhile, winds and rain from another
approaching typhoon hampered rescue ef-
forts and prompted authorities to raise an
alert over the country’s already battered
eastern provinces.

Local Government Secretary Angelo
Reyes told disaster officials in Manila that
police had reported 412 dead, 63 injured
and 177 missing.

China mine explosion: The death toll in a
huge coal mine explosion in central China
rose to 166 on Wednesday, government
radio reported, making it the deadliest acci-
dent in the country’s disaster-plagued min-
ing industry in years.

The report on the Web site of China Na-
tional Radio came after officials said rescue
efforts were blocked by fires and toxic
fumes in the Chenjiashan coal mine, which
was hit by an explosion Sunday.

“All 166 miners in the mine are dead,” the
report said, citing an unidentified spokes-
man for the rescue headquarters. It didn’t
say whether more bodies had been found or
give other details.

South Korea nuclear experiments: North
Korea vowed Wednesday to make South Ko-
rea’s past secret nuclear experiments a top
priority for discussion in six-nation nuclear
talks aimed at ending the commumsl
North’s nuclear weapons program

The North’s new maneuver threatens to
further complicate the prospects for the
stalled talks, as Washington and its allies
are struggling to set a date for resuming the
nuclear negotiations. A meeting scheduled
for September failed to take place because
the North refused to attend.

“It is illogical for (North Korea) to unilat-
erally dismantle its nuclear deterrent force
unless the secret nuclear-related experi-
ments of South Korea are thoroughly
probed,” a spokesman of the North's For-
eign Ministry told its official news agency,
KCNA.

“Under this situation (North Korea) is left
with no option but to increase its nuclear de-
terrent force,” the spokesman said.

Alleged spy flights: North Korea claimed
that the U.S. military
at least 190 spy flights against it in Novem-
ber, seeking an opportunity to invade.
“This is a clear indication that the U.S. im-
perialists are watching for a chance to
iptive attack on the [North],

of the nightclub’s owners and a cameraman

who was at the club recording tape for a

story on building safety when the fire
an.

ount a
while franncally pursuing their hostile poli-
cy towards it,” said the North’s official Kore-
an Central News Agency.
Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Scans speed entry to more USAREUR bases

Kaiserslautern security to check ID cards against electronic pictures; registration urged

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

Starting this week, people trying to enter
U.S. Army Europe facilities around the
Kaiserslautern military community will be
met by guards carrying a new kind of
weapon: a laser scanner.

Security forces began checking stored
electronic pictures against the ones on
identification cards Wednesday at Kleber
Casern and Rhine Ordnance Barracks for
registration with the Installation Access
Control System, a new security program
gradually being rolled out by the military.

They will begin scanning an ID card’s
bar code at Miesau on Thursday, with Pan-

according to the Army’s IACS security of-
ficer for the KMC area, Norbert Kurz.

The new scanning stations will more
than double the number of Army gates cur-
rently checking people for IACS registra-
tion around the KMC — 17 will eventually
employ the system — and put another dent
in USAREUR's goal of having 199 Army
and U.S. Air Force Europe gates online by
next March.

“We're shooting to complete all fielding,
to include USAFE, by the end of March,”
said Lt. Col. Kevin Sickinger, the IACS Eu-
ropean project officer.

Sickinger called that time line, however,

“rather aggressive.”
In order for the system to work, ID card

facilitate hardware installation, has slowed
the rollout of the system in Europe, and
pushed the completion date into next
spring.

Around Kaiserslautern, all access points
are physically ready for IACS installation,
Kurz said, but registration numbers aren’t
high enough yet to open them all simulta-
neously.

“We’re doing a few locations at a time,”
he said. “We have the ability to put it at all
the gates, [but] we don’t want to create any
confusion.”

According to Air Force officials, about
44,000 people in the KMC area need to reg-
ister for the system. Through mid-October,
about 33,000 people had done so, Sickinger

zer Casern scheduled to start the new
screening sometime in the coming weeks,

U.S. troops with
NATO force to
deploy to Iraq

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

U.S. military members from the NATO Joint Force
Command in Naples, Italy, will be deploying to Iraq in
the next few weeks as part of a planned larger force in
the alliance’s Training and Implementation Mission.

ATO officials recently approved an operational
plan for the mission that includes an increase in the
number of forces in Iraq to between 200 and 300, with
an undetermined number of additional troops for
force protection.

The alliance initially deployed to Iraq in August and
currently has about 60 military personnel from 10 na-
tions.

“The secretary-general [Jaap de Hoop] said that he
hopes to see this mission get off the ground in its larg-
er sense before the end of the year, and so we will be
working towards that time line,” said a NATO official,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

As part of this larger force, nearly 400 Army, Navy
and Air Force JFC members finished two-days of pre-
deployment processing at the Naval Support Activity
Naples Capodichino base earlier this week.

JFC spokesman Giovanni Malafronte couldn’t say
how many of them will be deploying to Irag, nor give a
dale for the deployment of the Naples personnel.

‘The NTM-I mission will begin when SACEUR [the
supreme allied commander Europe, Marine Corps
Gen. James Jones] issues the activation order,” Mala-
fronte wrote in an e-mail to Stars and Stripes.

One military member undergoing the predeploy-
ment processing said he expects that U.S. members
who have more than a year left on their NATO tours
will make at least one deployment to Iraq.

NATO’s Irag mission is to help the country eventual-
ly provide for its own security. The provisional Iraqi
government had asked NATO to help with training
and had asked for other technical assistance.

The initial group of NATO personnel in Iraq came
from JFC and the Joint Warfare Center in Stavanger,
Norway. A team from the Naples NATO base has also
deployed to Baghdad to develop infrastructure-relat-
ed plans for the Iragi military academy.

As well as providing training in Iraq, NATO has also
trained members of the country’s security personnel
in Europe.

In early November, 19 senior military officers and
civilians from Irag’s Ministry of Defense and Ministry
of Interior took part in an eight-day course at Sta-
vanger, focusing on areas such as crisis management,
command and control of security forces, operation
planning process, and civilian and rmlllary coopera-
tion.

Others have received training at a NATO base in
Oberammergau, Germany, according to the NATO of-
ficial.

holders must register. That requirement, ~Said.
plus construction at some gates needed to

Across Europe, a similar of

people is now logged into the system.
About 250,000 people have registered, Sick-
inger said, just short of the goal of having
around 300,000 “steady state” personnel
registered. While as many as 450,000 peo-
ple might be eligible for registration in Eu-
rope at any one time, he said, many of
those are in transition to other theaters,
which changes their IACS information.
Nonregistered people who approach a
gate where the system is being used can
get through, Kurz said, but may be de-
layed. To register, people should contact
their local registration station, and sys-
tem’s registrar needs to be notified when-
ever an ID card changes, for example, if a
person is promoted or the card’s expira-

tion date changes.
E-mail Ben Murray at:

Airmen enjoy a volleyball game
inside the Dassault Mercure
Hangar at Istres, France. The Air
Force has called the hangar
home for almost 11 years, but its
mission will soon be ending.
Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

U.S. military to end mission in France

NATO decides to end operation; Air Force to complete work by end of year

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

Au revoir, France.

The United States’ lone sizeable
military mission in France will soon
end when the Air Force finishes its op-
erations at the air base in Istres.

“The final, final day hasn’t been de-
cided yet,” said Col. Jim Malenke,
commander of the 774th Expedition-
ary Air Base Group. “But we're going
to cease operations at the end of De-
cember.”

Officials stressed that the Ameri-
can government’s relationship with
the host country — thought to be
chilly after French opposition to the
ongoing U.S. mission in Iraq — has
nothing to do with the move.

Malenke says the mission, operat-
ing under NATO auspices, just isn’t
needed any more. It was a NATO deci-
sion to end the operation a few
‘months short of its 11-year anniversa-

The 107-member contingent —
made up of active-duty, Air National
Guard and Reserve elements — will
hold a ceremony Dec. 17 officially
ending the 10-year mission.

E-mail Jason Chudy at: j@mail.estri d.mil

g World War II, the Unit-

ed States had several bases in
France. But under then-President
Charles de Gaulle, France pulled out
of NATO military operations in the
late 1960, ending the U.S. presence
in the country, including in Istres.
France eventually reversed its
stance, and with NATO air missions

fifth tour in Istres. Airmen have
served in rotations lasting from a few
weeks to six months over the course
of the mission. Many hail from bases
in the States and are not active-duty
airmen.

“As someone from the National
Guard this has been one of our favor-
in the last 10 years,”

over the Balkans i dramati-
cally in the early 1990, the need for
refueling aircraft prompted an Ameri-
can return.

On Feb. 14, 1994, the Yanks were
back.

Since then, the mission has cen-
tered on the KC-135s, though U-2 spy
planes were also based there for a
time. At one point, more than 300
American personnel temporarily
called Istres home. Five aircraft were
assigned on a rotation basis from
bases around the globe, though only
three have been used recently.

On the ground, the force does all its
work in a huge hangar adjacent to the
French air base in Istres, a small city
northwest of Marseille. The hangar,
which is privately owned, will be
turned back when the Air Force pulls
out.

Malenke, an Air National Guards-
man from Wisconsin, is serving his

Malenke said.

And not because they spend a lot of
time lounging on the beaches in south-
ern France.

Malenke said the weather and scen-
ery certainly aren’t anything to com-
plain about, but it's been the relation-
ships with their hosts that have made
the mission stand out.

“I've never had a problem with the
French people at all,” he said.
“They’ve been great.”

When it’s not busy supporting the
missions in the air, the American con-
tingent has made appearances at a
host of memorials and dedications
tied to French and American history.

“We get more invitations than we
can honor,” Malenke said. “Especial-
ly in the summer. The French really
know their history.”

A small chapter in that history clos-
es this month.

E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Army to add two biological
detection units at Kitzingen

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

The Army will add two biologi-
cal detection units to the 1st Infan-
try Division this spring as part of a
Defense Department initiative to
help combat units detect biological
threats.

The two platoon-size units will
have about 64 soldiers and 14 de-
tection vehicles and will be based
at Kitzingen, according to a U.S.
Army Europe news release.

“These units are tactical biologi-
cal detection units that support de-

ployed Army units,” said Hilde Pat-
ton, V Corps spokeswoman. “They
could be deployed anywhere Army
units are deployed to provide bio-
logical agent detection.”

When the units are not de-
ployed, they will train for their
wartime mission, Patton said.
However, the units will not join 1st
ID troops on their current deploy-
ment to Irag, the release stated.

The units — currently part of
the 307th Chemical Company, a
combined active-duty and Re-
serve unit from Lodi, N.J. — use

the Biological Integrated Detec-
tion System. The system uses com-
puter-controlled air sampling to
detect biological agents, the re-
lease stated. If an agent is detect-
ed, radio or computer networks
will disseminate warnings to the
soldiers.

Each of the 14 detection systems
is carried in a shelter attached to a
Humvee.

Soldiers assigned to the unit will
train at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.,
before moving to Germany.

rt at

E-m: k Eme:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Hanau full of holiday cheer at tree lighting ceremony

The Hanau, Germany-based 16th
Corps Support Group got

into the holiday spirit Tuesday
night with a tree lighting
ceremony at Hutier Casern.

ot chili, hot chocolate and hot
spiced wine kept everyone warm
as the Hanau Middle School band
and the local Scouts entertained
with Christmas carols.

Santa Claus arrived by firetruck
and all the kids got to talk

to the jolly old elf.

Above: Christopher Marquis, 8,
tells St. Nick, aka Sgt. Juan
Sanchez, what he

would like for Christmas.

Right: Seventh-grader Aleah
Patterson, 13, dressed in holiday
style, plays the flute with the
Hanau Middle School band.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

BY DAVID B. CARUSO
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Colleges
and universities can ban mili-
tary recruiters from campus
without fear of losing federal
money, an appeals court has

led.

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals on Monday struck
down a decade-old federal law
known as the Solomon Amend-
ment, saying it infringed on the

limit  on-cam-
pus recruiting
in response

lawsuit brought
by a coalition of
25 law schools

compelling the
schools to take part in speech
they didn’t agree with.

“While no doubt military law-
yers are critical to the efficient
operation of the armed forces,
mere incantation of the need for
legal talent cannot override a
clear First Amendment impair-
ment,” the court wrote.

The judges added that the law
may have had the unintended ef-
fect of hampering recruiting by
engendering ill-will among po-
tential recruits.

By a 2-1 vote, the panel over-
turned an earlier decision by a
federal judge that the people
challenging the law were unlike-
ly to prevail at trial.

The ruling may affect all insti-
tutions of higher learning, but

around law

in a limit
on-campus

Court lets stand
schools’ bans on
military recruiters

the case revolved around law
schools because most had devel-
oped policies prohibiting dis-
crimination by  on-campus
groups on the basis of sexual ori-
entation.

Monday’s ruling represented
the first time a court had en-
joined the government from en-
forcing the law.

The Justice Department,
which represented the govern-
ment in the case, said it was ex-

amining the de-

free  speech cision and re-
rights of law The case viewing its ap-
schools that peal options.

had sought to revolved “The United

States continues
to believe that

ili S 3 the Solomon
{’he mll;]lary‘s schools that iy St
an on homo- o
sexuals. had sought to constitutional.

As we argued in
our brief, we be-
lieve that Con-
gress may deny
federal funds to

O 717 Y

223:‘1‘% m: 7‘6[/7‘ul,t[,ng o universities
three-judge response to the  which discrimi-
panel said the milit ) nate and may
government's nuilary s G D ek

. e men an
ok banon e o
amounted  to homosexuals. armed forces in

their ability to

recruit Ameri-
cans who wish to join them in
serving our country,” the agen-
cy said in a statement.

One judge on the panel wrote
astinging dissent. Judge Rugge-
ro John Aldisert said he was per-
sonally disturbed that law
schools would, “as an academic
exercise,” ignore the conse-
quences a recruiting ban would
have on the military’s ability to
compete with well-heeled law
firms for young talent.

“They obviously do not desire
that our men and women in the
armed services, all members of
a closed society, obtain opti-
mum justice in military courts
with the best-trained lawyers
and judges,” Aldisert said.

Schweinfurt service set for 1st ID Gl killed in Iraq

SCHWEINFURT, Germany — A memorial service will be held at
9:30 a.m. Friday at at the Ledward Chapel for a 1st Infantry Division
soldier killed in Iraq on Saturday.

Spe. Jeremy E. Christensen, 27, of Albuquerque, N.M., died when an
makeshift bomb detonated near his patrol vehicle in Duilayah, Iraq.
He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 4th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
based in Schweinfurt, Germany.

Memorial service set for Vilseck Gls killed in Iraq

VILSECK, Germany — A memorial service will be held at 12:30 p.m.
Thursday at the Vilseck Chapel for two Vilseck-based soldiers killed in
Ira

aq.

Sgt. Jack Bryant Jr., 23, of Dale City, Va., died Nov. 20 in Mu-
gdadiyah, Iraqg, when a makeshift bomb exploded near his military con-
voy, followed by a rocket-propelled grenade attack. Bryant was as-
signed to the 1st Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade Fire Support Team
(15t Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment).

Sgt. Trinidad R. Martinezluis, 22 of Los Angeles, died Sunday in
Bagouba, Iraq, when his five-ton vehicle rolled over and pinned him un-
derwater. Martinezluis was assigned to the 1st Infantry Division’s
2015t Forward Support Battalion.

From staff reports
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Some 82nd Airborne troops headed to Iraq

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Defense Depart-
ment is sending elements of the 82nd Air-
borne Division to Iraq to bolster security in
advance of Iraq’s election, scheduled for
late next month, an Army official said
Wednesday.

‘Two battalions of the 82nd Airborne Bri-
gade (the Division Ready Brigade), based
in Fort Bragg, N.C., are going in, to equal
1,500 paratroopers, an Army official told
Stars and Stripes.

In addition, at least two Army brigades
now operating in northern Iraq will have
their tours extended by about two months,
until after the election, the official said
speaking on condition of anonymity.

The Pentagon is extending more than
10,000 servicemembers for a period of two
to four months. By the time elections are
held in January, there will be about
150,000 U.S. troops on the ground, up from
an estimated 138,000.

The following units will be extended:

M The 2nd Brigade of the 25th Infantry
Division, based at Schofield Barracks, Ha-
waii.

W 2,000 Marines from the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit, based on Okinawa,

Two battalions to bolster security for election;
at least two brigades in north to be extended

Japan.

B Elements of the 13th Corps Support
Command, of Fort Hood, Texas, though the
Army official could not say which ele-
ments.

The Pentagon announced in late October
that about 3,500 soldiers of the 2nd Bri-
gade, 1st Cavalry Di-
vision, and 3,000
from the 1st Infantry
Division headquar-
ters would remain in
Iraq two months long-
er than planned.

The decisions were
announced Wednes-
day. Members of the
82nd Airborne, and
their families, were notified of the decision
Tuesday, the official said. The battalions
were given what the Army calls a warning
order, alerting them that they will be
going.

The 82nd Airborne is generally relied
upon by the Army to keep one of its three
brigades on short-notice alert year-round

The Pentagon is
extending more than
10,000 servicemembers
for a period of two to
four months.

to deploy abroad in the event of a crisis.
Shortly before the October elections in Af-
ghanistan, elements of the 82nd Airborne
were sent there to beef up security.

Military officials have said repeatedly in
recent weeks that they were considering
whether more American troops would be
required to provide
sufficient security in
advance of the Jan.
30 election.

As recently as
Tuesday, Air Force
Gen. Richard Myers,
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, said
commanders in Iraq
were still studying
troop requirements ahead of the election.
He was quoted by the Pentagon’s internal
news service as saying in Indianapolis that
the number of troops needed was “to be de-
termined.”

The moves that were to be announced

y are in line with
a combinanon of holding some troops in

Iraq longer than scheduled and sending
some fresh forces from the United States.

The United States now has about 138,000
troops in Iraq. It is in the midst of swap-
ping out units that have been there for a
full year with fresh forces, including the
3rd Infantry Division, which helped spear-
head the original invasion and toppling of
Baghdad in the spring of 2003.

Officials have said they were consider-
ing sending some elements of the 3rd Infan-
try to Iraq earlier than scheduled, as part
of a force-bolstering plan. It was not clear
Wednesday whether that decision had
been made, but some officials suggested it
was unlikely.

Security problems are most severe in the
so-called Sunni Triangle area north and
west of Baghdad, as well as in the capital it-
self. Voter registration has not yet begun in
the more unstable cities such as Fallujah
and Ramadi, west of Baghdad.

Recently there also has been trouble in
the northern city of Mosul. On Wednesday,
U.S. soldiers traveling through Mosul on a
mission to discuss the January election
with Iraqis came under fire at a gasoline
station, witnesses said. One U.S. soldier
was wounded in the ensuing gunbattle.

stars and stripes reporter Lisa Burgess contributed
to this report from the Pentag

Soldiers
from the 1st
Battalion,
24th
Infantry
return fire
Wednesday
during a
gunbattle
with

insurgents in
Mosul, Iraq.
The soldiers
came under
fire when
they stopped
at a gasoline
station. One
U.S. soldier
was injured.
AP

Iraqi president backs Jan. 30 election date

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq President Ghazi
al-Yawer, a Sunni Muslim, said Wednes-
day that elections should be held on time
on Jan. 30, giving key support to the time-
table desplte violence in large parts of
the country and calls by some powerful
Sunnis to postpone the vote.

U.S. soldiers traveling through Mosul
on a mission to discuss the January elec-
tion with Iragis came under fire Wednes-
day when they stopped at a gasoline sta-
tion, witnesses said. One U.S. soldier
was wounded in the ensuing gunbattle.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi,
meanwhile, met Iraqi Sunni tribal lead-
ers in neighboring Jordan, trying to
drum up support for the election, seen as
vital for building a democratic govern-
ment in Iraq.

Insurgents continued to launch at-
tacks. On Baghdad’s dangerous airport
highway, a suicide bomber detonated an
explosive-laden vehicle near two SUVs,
‘wounding e civilians, according to
police. One of the SUVs was left lying
overturned in the road after the blast,
which hit the same spot on the highway

where a suicide bomber rammed a U.S.
military convoy a day earlier, wounding
several soldiers.

A militant Islamic group, Ansar
al-Sunnah Army, claimed in a Web post-
ing Wednesday to have abducted and
killed three Iraqis working for the U.S.
Marines. “Right away, the mujahedeen
carried out God’s punishment and shot
them to death,” the group said, warning
that all those “who work with the crusad-
er forces” will be treated as harshly as
Americans would be.

The persistent violence has raised
fears that voting will be impossible in
some areas, and a major Sunni group
has called far a boycott of the election to
protest the U.S.-Iraqi offensive on Fallu-
jah last month.

But al-Yawer, who wields consider-
able influence among Sunni tribal fig-
ures, especially in the north of the coun-
try, told reporters in Baghdad that he op-
posed any delay.

“I personally think that there is a legal
and a moral obligation to hold elections
on the set date,” he said. “Legally and
morally, we have to abide by the date set
for the elections in the country’s adminis-

trative law” which mandates a ballot by
the end of next month.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military said it
has arrested 210 suspected militants in a
weeklong crackdown against insurgents
in an area south of Baghdad known as
the “triangle of death.”

The operation, Plymouth

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,253 members of the
U.S. military have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, according to an As-
sociated Press count. At least 981 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the Defense Department
said. The figures include three military civil-
ians.

The AP count is one lower than the Defense
Department’s tally.

It’s not unusual for the figures to differ slight-
ly from day to day.

The Brmsh military has reported 74 deaths;
Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine, mne,

jgaria, seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia,
the NeLherlands two each and Denr
mark, El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq
had ended, 1,115 U.S. military members have
died, according to AP’s count. That includes at
least 874 deaths resulting from hostile action,
according to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

MOne US. soldier died Monday from
wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked
with a bomb near Alazu, Iraq.

The latest identifications reported by the mil-

lM.arine Lance Cpl. Adam R. Brooks, 20,

Rock, was launched in part as a fol-
lnw-up to last month’s assault on Fallu-
jah, the main insurgent bastion 40 miles
west of Baghdad. U.S. commanders
want to cut off escape routes for Fallujah
fighters and pacify the troubled region
ahead of the national elections.

Separately, U.S. troops detained 17
suspected militants during a series of
raids on Tuesday in and around Mosul,
TIraq’s third-largest city.

The city’s entire 5,000 member police
force disintegrated dunng an insurgent
uprising last month, forcing the U.S.
command and the interim government
to divert troops from the offensive in Fal-
lujah to retake the city.

At least 50 people have been killed in
Mosul in the past two weeks — most of
them believed to have been supporters
of the interim government or members
of its security forces.

N.H.; killed Sunday in Iraq’s Babil
province; assigned to 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, IT Marine Ex-
peditionary Force, Marine Corps Base Camp
Le_]eune, N.C.
M Marine Lance Cpl. Charles A. Hanson Jr.,

22, Panacea, Fla; killed Sunday in Iraq’s Babil
province; asslgned to 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Ex-
peditionary Force, Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

W Army Pfc. Stephen C. Benish, 20, Clark,
N.J.; died Sunday in Ramadi, Iraq, when he
was attacked while on patrol; assigned to the
1st Battalion, S03rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division,
Camp Howze, Korea.

W Marine Cpl Gentian Marku, 22, Warren,
Mich,; killed Thursday in Irag’s Anbar prov-
ince; assxgned to 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regi-
ment, 2nd Marine Division, 11 Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
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Summerall’s many memorials honor fallen

Gym, MWR facility
help remember nine
soldiers who've died

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING BASE

SUMMERALL, Iraq

tep onto Camp Summerall, and it

doesn’t take long to determine who
are the fallen brothers.

Their names and pictures are ev-
erywhere: at the Sgt. Peter Enos memorial
aid station; the Spc. Nicholas Zangara
MWR facility; the Spc. Joshua Henry me-
morial gym; and the Spc. Morgen Jacobs
airfield. At least one facility is named after
each of the nine Summerall soldiers who
died in Iraq: eight from the 1st Battalion,
7th Field Artillery; and one from the 1st
Battalion, 33rd Field Artillery.

On the wall of the 1-7 Field Artillery’s
headquarters building (an old airport con-
trol tower named Firebase Laramore-Mat-
thews, after two more lost comrades) are
photos of each dedication ceremony, along
with a wooden plaque listing the names
and dates of each of the unit’s eight deaths
and 19 injuries.

The latest addition is a giant
20-foot-by-60-foot memorial wall inside
the Jones-Mallet Memorial Hall. Below the
division and unit crests hang large photos
of each man. The unit dedicated the wall
on Veterans Day.

Their youthful faces smile down from
framed portraits: Zangara's distorted,
goofy mug with an eerie halo around his
head; the beefy, bald-headed Enos in a
brown Army T-shirt, hands on hips with
his head-cocked to one side; Sgt. 1st Class
Raymond Jones, grinning widely beneath
a shock of thick black hair, wearing a stun-
ningly blue University of Florida Gators
T-shirt.

The many memorials were the idea of
Command Sgt. Maj. Wayne Sanders, 42, of
Hedrick, Iowa, the 1-7 Field Artillery’s se-
nior enlisted soldier.

“It shows the guys how much we care
about our fallen comrades,” Sanders said.
“The death of a friend is something you
just don’t erase.”

He enlisted the unit’s two carpenters,
Spe. Paul Diaz, 30, of Los Angeles, and Spc.
Nathan Gintz, 22, of Dundee, Ohio, to cre-
ate the monuments and signs in addition to
their work of building furniture for the
task force.

“The [memorial] wall was real signifi-
cant,” said Gintz, who served in Battery A
with both Enos and Henry. “A couple of
my best friends are on that wall.”

Diaz and Gintz said the unit didn’t know
about the project until they were almost fin-
ished. As it neared completion, they fo-
cused lights on it in the otherwise dark-
ened aircraft hangar. About 50 soldiers
gathered around to see it.

“At first, they had no idea what it was,”
Diaz said. “Then they came and stood
around it.”

The memorials have made an impres-
sion on the troops at Summerall.

“Some people think it’s nice, and some
people think it’s kind of odd,” said Staff
Sgt. Dan Sowell, 30, of Vidalia, Ga., who
was in the convoy with Henry when he was
killed by small-arms fire Sept. 20. “But I
like it.

“If you don’t [memorialize] them, no-
body will remember OIF2 (Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2). ... People came out here and
gave their lives.”

Sanders said the unit will take the pic-
tures and plaques that now hang in the
headquarters buildings home to the 1-7

MWR FACILITIES

SPC NICHOLAS ZANGARA

Soldiers from
Battery C, 1st
Battalion, 7th
Field Artillery
gather around a
photo of their
platoon-mate,
Spc. Nicholas
Zangara, at the
dedication of the
MWR facility at
Camp Summerall
in his memory.
Zangara was killed
July 24,

A

WAYNE CHARTIER
Courtesy of the
U.s. Amy

'WAYNE CHARTIER,Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Lt. Col. Kyle McClelland, commander of
Task Force 1-7, speaks at the dedication

of the unit’s aid station in memory of Sgt.
Peter Enos, a medic who died April 9.

‘STEVE LIEWER/Stars and Stripes
Task Force 1-7 dedicated this memorial
wall on Veterans Day to the soldiers who
were killed while stationed at Forward
Operating Base Summerall, Iraq.

Field Artillery’s headquarters in Schwein-
furt, Germany, when it heads back this
spring.

He has talked to the sergeant major of
the incoming unit, who has agreed to keep
the names of the various facilities, replac-
ing them only if the unit loses soldiers of its
own.

Remembering the fallen
Like many U.S. camps around Iraq, ~ Staff Sgt. Toby
Forward Operating Base Summerall W, Mal Iﬁ
has tried to honor those who have  Kaplan, La.
died in the line of duty. The nine Battery C
soldiers based out of Summerall 1st Battal
who have died this year have each  7th Field Artlllery
had a facility dedicated to their honor  Died: April 9
Age: 26
Spc. Tracy
L. Laramore gpll\.,n/’larcos
Okaloosa, Fla. Chivorasai
1st Battalion, 18th Batien B“' -
In!anlry Reglmenl e B
Batten st Battalios
Bane Fme 17 33rd Fleld Amnery
Died: March 17 lod: May
Age: 30 Age:
Spc. Clint Spv Nrcholas
R. Matthews J. Z
B Phlladelphla
1st Battalion, 18th Battery G,
Infantry Regiment 1st Battalion,
Battery A, 7th Field Arllllevy
Task Force 1-7 Died: July 24
Died: March 19 Age: 21
Age: 31
Spe. Joshua
Sgt. Peter G. Enos J. Henry
South Dartmouth, Apollo, Pa.
ass. attery A,
Battery C, 1st Battalion,
1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery
7th Fleld Artlllsry Died: Sept. 20
Died: April Age: 21
Age: 24
Spe. Morgen
Sgt. 1st Class
Raymond Lacels, cait
E. Jones Jr. lion b
Gainesville, Fla. 1st Battalion, 18th
Battery C, Infantry Regiment
kA Battery A,
1st Battalion, Task Force 1-7
7th Field Artillery ied: Oct. 7
Died: April 9 Age:20
Age: 32 ge:

Stars and Stripes

“That way, it stays pure,” Sanders said.
“It's a name, and it’s an honor.”

The memorial wall will stay as it is. The
faces on the wall, he said, will remind fu-
ture soldiers that war isn’t just about glory.
It’s about loss.

“It’s real,” Sanders said. “And this is a re-
minder that it’s real.”

E-mallSteve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

&k The death of a friend
is something you
Just don’t erase.¥?

Command Sgt. Maj.
‘Wayne Sanders
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Report: U.S. generals knew ahout prison abuse

BY JOSH WHITE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A confidential report
to Army generals in Iraq in December 2003
warned that members of an elite military
and CIA task force were abusing detainees,
a finding delivered more than a month be-
fore Army investigators received the photo-
graphs from Abu Ghraib prison that touched
off investigations into prisoner mistreat-
ment.

‘The report, which was not released public-
ly and was recently obtained by The Wash-
ington Post, concluded that some U.S. arrest
and detention practices at the time could
“technically” be illegal. It also said coalition
fighters could be feeding the Iragi i insurgen-
cy by “making gratuitous enemies” as they
conducted sweeps netting hundreds of de-
tainees who probably did not belong in pris-
on and holding them for months at a time.

The investigation, by retired Col. Stuart A.

errington, also found that members of
Task Force 121 — a joint Special Operations
and CIA mission searching for weapons of
mass destruction and high-value targets in-
cluding Saddam Hussein — had been abus-
ing detainees throughout Iraq and had been
using a secret interrogation facility to hide
their activities.

Herrington’s findings are the latest in a se-
ries of confidential reports to come to light
about detainee abuse in Iraq. Until now, U.S.
military officials have characterized the
problem as one largely confined to the mili-
tary prison at Abu Ghraib — a situation they
first learned about in January 2004. But Her-
rington’s report shows that U.S. military
leaders in Iraq were told of such allegations
even before then, and that problems were
not restricted to Abu Ghraib. Herrington, a
veteran of the U.S. counterinsurgency effort
in Vietnam, warned that such harsh tactics
could imperil U.S. efforts to quell the Iragi
insurgency — a prediction echoed months
later by a military report and other reviews
of the war effort.

US. treatment of detainees remains
under challenge.

Representatives of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross recently told U.S.
military officials that the treatment of in-
mates held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, was
“cruel, inhumane and degrading.”

Herrington’s report, which was commis-
sioned by Maj. Gen. Barbara Fast, the top i
telligence officer in Iraq, said some detain-
ees dropped off at central U.S. detention fa-
cilities other than Abu Ghraib had clearly
been beaten by their captors.

“Detainees captured by TF 121 have
shown injuries that caused examining medi-
cal personnel to note that ‘detainee shows
signs of having been beaten, ” according to
the report, which later concluded: “It seems
clear that TF 121 needs to be reined in with
respect to its treatment of detainees.”

A group of Navy SEALs who worked as
part of the task force has been charged with
abuse in connection with the deaths of two
detainees they arrested in the field. One
died in a shower room at Abu Ghraib on
Nov. 4, 2003, a month before Herrington ar-
rived for his review.

A military source who participated in
Task Force 20, the predecessor to TF 121,
said the task forces comprised several
12-man units that had targeted missions,
such as searching for Saddam loyalists and
terrorists. TF 20, which had about 1,000 sol-
diers, incorporated Army Rangers, mem-
bers of Delta Force and Special Forces units
working with CIA agents. They planned
their missions nearly autonomously and an-
swered either directly to the theater com-
mander or to officials in Washington, the
source said, speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity because the missions were classi-
fied.

Task Force 121 added Navy SEAL units

but was slightly smaller overall. Herrington
wrote that an officer in charge of interroga-
tions at a high-value target detention facility
in Baghdad told him that prisoners taken by
TF 121 showed signs of having been beaten.

Herrington asked the officer whether he
had alerted his superiors to the problem,
and the officer replied: “Everyone knows
about it.”

While several investigations have been
completed into the Abu Ghraib scandal and
U.S. interrogation practices in Iraq, an offi-
cial military inquiry into the detention activi-
ties of Special Operations forces has not
been released. That probe, headed by Brig.

ichard P. Formica, was expected to
be presemed to Congress earlier this year,
but a Pentagon spokesman said it is ongoing,

Of the Herrington report, a Pentagon offi-
cial said top generals in Iraq, including Lt.
Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez, who at the time di-
rected U.S. forces there, reported the al-
leged abuses to officials at U.S. Central Com-
mand, which oversees military activities in
the Middle East. The official said TF 121
was investigated, but he could not provide re-
sults.

“The Herrington report was taken very se-
riously,” said the official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity beuause the report
has not been released.

Bodies from crash on way to U.S.

U.S. forces plot
winter offensive

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Thou-
sands of U.S. soldiers are prepar-
ing an operation against Taliban
insurgents to pre-empt an expect-
ed spring offensive that could
upset plans for Afghan parliamen-
tary elections, a senior American
general said in an interview.

‘The operation will begin within
days of the Dec. 7 inauguration of
Hamid Karzai as Afghanistan’s
first directly elected president —
an event that itself is a potential
target, Maj. Gen. Eric Olson told
The Associated Press late Tues-
day.

“There could be an unhappy co-
incidence between the enemy’s
spring offensive and the parlia-
mentary elections,” Olson said at
the main U.S. base at Bagram,
north of Kabul.

He said the aim is to tighten the
Afghan-Pakistan border by send-
ing special forces on raids against
rebel leaders.

Olson said the offensive —
which will cover the entire

U.S.--led force of about 18,000 —
would attempt to disturb mili-
tants in their “winter sanctuar-
ies” so that they will be in no
shape to move against the parlia-
mentary vote slated for April.

The military will be “attempt-
ing to attack him in those sanctu-
aries while he’s resting and refit-
ting, staging and planning,” said
Olson, the operational command-
er of U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

The new operation, dubbed
Lightning Freedom, follows Light-
ning Resolve, a security push
begun in July to protect the Octo-
ber presidential election, the first
vote since the fall of the Taliban
in 2001.

Forty people were reported
killed on election day, Oct. 9, but
Taliban holdouts failed to make
good on threats to assault polling
stations across the country.

More than 8 million Afghans
voted, handing Karzai a majority
that foreign donors bankrolling
the country’s democratic rebirth
hope will bring stability after
more than 20 years of fighting.

Still, violence continues to

AP
Maj. Gen. Eric Olson speaks at the
main U.S. base in Bagram, north

of Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday.
Thonsinds of U S. sol

against Taliban insurgents to
prevent an expected spring offen-
sive from upsetting plans for fresh
Afghan elections, Olson said.

plague the south and east, where
militants are strongest. A road-
side bomb killed two U.S. soldiers
in Uruzgan province last week,
and American officials say mili-
tants continue to cross to and
from neighboring Pakistan.

To reinforce the frontier, Olson
said the U.S. military would estab-
lish several new camps close to
the border.

stan are planning to infiltrate relief groups and com-
panies in Afghanistan as part of a plot to abduct U.S.
citizens, the U.S. Embassy warned Wednesday.

The embassy said the warning, which also cau-
tioned that Americans were at risk from suicide at-
tacks, was based on fresh intelligence and urged
Americans to take stringent security precautions.

The Pakistani militants “planned to seek employ-
ment with nongovernment organizations or

Pakistan-based militants seen as threat to Americans

KABUL, Afghanistan — Militants based in Paki-

present

gain access to the organizations prior to cnnduclr
ing a kidnapping operation,”
lated to U.S. citizens.

The note didn’t identify the militant group or the
organizations it might target in Afghanistan. It said
it was unclear when any attack might take place.

The note urged foreigners to be on guard for rock-
et attacks, assassinations, hijackings and shootings.

as construction

it said in a note circu-

— The Associated Press

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Search
teams have recovered the bodies of
six Americans who died when their
plane crashed high in Afghani-
stan’s snow-covered mountains,
U.S. military officials said Wednes-
day.

The plane went down Saturday,
but search efforts were complicat-
ed by bad weather and difficult ter-
rain, said military spokesman Maj.
Mark McCann.

He said identities would be re-
leased later by the Defense Depart-
ment and Florida-based Presiden-

tial Airways, which had contracted
the CASA 212 transport plane to
the U.S. Air Force.

A plane carrying the bodies left
Bagram on Tuesday, bound for
Dover Air Force Base, Del., Mc-
Cann said.

“An investigation will be con-
ducted to determine the cause of
the crash. However, at this time,
we have no indication this crash
was caused by hostile fire,” Mc-
Cann said.

“The indications we have is that
it got into a valley and tried to gain
altitude quickly,” Maj. Gen. Eric
Olson said. “The pilot apparently
recognized that we was not going
to be able to gain altitude quickly
enough and tried to make a very
dramatic turn, didn’t make it and
crashed into a very narrow valley.”
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Anthrax vaccine plant

FREDERICK, Md. — The na-
tion’s only maker of a licensed an-
thrax vaccine cut the ribbon Tues-
day for a new plant capable of pro-
ducing 100 million doses annual-
ly for sale to federal, state, local
and foreign governments.

Emergent BioSolutions Inc.,
the newly formed parent of an-
thrax vaccine maker BioPort
Corp., is buying a building for the
$95 million plant in an industrial
park south of Frederick.

The federal government has
agreed to include a minimum of 5
million doses of Emergent’s vac-
cine in a developing national
stockpile of antidotes to biological
and chemical weapons.

The company will continue op-
erating its plant in Lansing,
Mich., spokeswoman Kim Bren-
nan Root said. That plant has sup-
plied more than 5 million doses of
anthrax vaccine to the federal
government since 1998 for mili-
tary vaccinations.

The Gaithersburg-based Emer-
gent will immediately begin outfit-
ting the 150,000-square-foot
Maryland space, with completion
expected in 18 months to two
years, officials said. The plant
will employ 100 workers initially
and 300 to 400 eventually, offi-
cials said.

Slaying investigation

KILLEEN, Texas — A Fort
Hood soldier suspected in the
Thanksgiving weekend slayings
of four people, including three
strip club employees, told police
he videotaped two of the killings
whlle another man did the shoot-

to court

Timothy D. Payne, a private
with the 4th Infantry Division, and
Richard L. Tabler, a former cus-
tomer at Teazers Gentlemen’s
Club, were arraigned Tuesday on
capital murder charges and or-
dered held on $4 million bond
each, Bell County District Attor-
ney Henry Garza said.

Neither Tabler nor Payne had at-
torneys by Tuesday afternoon, a
court clerk said.

According to the arrest warrant
affidavits, Payne, 18, and Tabler,
25, used a video camera to capture
Tabler shooting the strip club’s
manager, Mohamed-amine Rah-
mouni, 25, and his friend, Haith-
am Frank Zayed, 28, on Nov. 26.
Two days later, two female danc-
ers were fatally shot.

It was not immediately clear if
investigators had seen the video-
taped slayings. Bell County Sher-
iff Dan Smith referred calls to
Garza, who declined comment on
the evidence in the case.

Smith said Monday that authori-
ties believe the victims were part
of a revenge plot hatched by Ta-
bler after he was asked to stop vis-
iting the club. Smith said Tabler
drew up a “hit list” of as many as
nine more targets.

Although Tabler told police he
had been fired from a job at the
club, manager Scott Davis told
The Associated Press on Tuesday
that Tabler never worked at Teaz-
ers. He said Tabler had been a reg-
ular customer for a couple of
months until he was asked to leave
about three weeks ago.

He said nothing major prompt-
ed Tabler’s ouster, but Tabler
liked to tell people he worked secu-
rity at the club and he tried to de-
velop relationships with several of
the dancers by doing favors for
them outside of their work.

reltased Tucsday.

From The Associated Press

advertising specials
this Sunday in

GMC Surburbans 4X4 8.1
GMC Yukon 4X4 5.3
Toyota Land Cruiser 4X4 4.2 (diesel)

Military helicopter crew
asked to use instruments

The Associated Press

DALLAS — The pilot of a military Black Hawk he-
licopter that crashed in fog, killing seven people in-
cluding a brigadier general, had good visibility at
takeoff but asked air controllers about instrument
flight minutes before the crash, the Dallas Morning
News reported Wednesday.

The helicopter’s pilot contacted controllers at
Waco Regional Airport for the instruments-only
flight plan, Darrell Meachum, regional vice presi-
dent for the National Air Traffic Controllers Associa-
tion, told the newspaper. Pilots use the instruments
when visibility is poor.

The helicopter clipped support cables for a TV
transmission tower and crashed Monday in a field
30 miles northeast of Fort Hood, killing everyone
aboard. The victims were all from the 4th Infantry
Division based at Fort Hood.

Col. Donald MacWillie had said Tuesday that the
Black Hawk was operating under visual flight rules
at the time of the crash. He said decision was
based on a weather briefing. Visibility had been
good upon departure from Fort Hood for a two-hour
journey to the Red River Army Depot near Texarka-
na.

But Meachum said the crew wanted to switch to
using instruments.

“He called us at 6:45,” Meachum said. “He report-
ed that he was at 800 feet and interested in an IFR
[instrument flight rules] flight plan, and we asked

him to state his position. He said, ‘Currently ... stand
by, sir.’ ” Waco controllers never heard back from
the pilot, Meachum said.

The helicopter crashed about 7 a.m.

Investigators from the Army Safety Center at Fort
Rucker, Ala., were examining the wreckage. An in-
ternal mvesugauun will also look into the crash’s
cause, said Maj. Randy Cephus, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion deputy public affairs officer.

Lights on the TV tower whose support wires were
hit had stopped working last week when strong
storms hit the area, said Jerry Pursley, general man-
ager of television station KXXV, the tower’s owner.

The station notified the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration about the lights, and the agency said the no-
tice was entered into a computer database on poten-
tial hazards checked by pilots before they fly.

MacWillie said he wasn’t sure if the crew was
aware of the FAA bulletin, but he said it was stan-
dard procedure for his pilots to keep up with hazard
alerts.

Crash victims included Brig. Gen. Charles “Ben”
Allen, 49. He was born in Alaska but listed Oklaho-
ma as his home of record. Others killed were the pi-
lots, Chief Warrant Officer 2 David H. Gardner Jr.,
32, of Towa, and Chief Warrant Officer 2 Mark W.
Evans Jr., 27, of Florida; Col. James M. Moore, 47, of
Pea- body, Mass.; Capt. Todd T. Christmas, 26, of
‘Wagon Mound, N.M.; Chief Warrant Officer S Dou-
glas V. Clapp, 48, of Greensboro N.C.; and Spe. Rich-
ard L. Brown, 29, Stonewall, La.

Princess,
Marine file
for divorce

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The five-year
marriage between a former Ma-
rine and a young Bahraini royal,
whose story provided the basis
for a made-for-television movie
in the United States and uproar in
her home country, is over.

“It was what she wanted,”
Jason Johnson told the Las Vegas
Review-Journal of the divorce he
and Meriam Al-Khalifa filed for
Nov. 17, the day after their fifth
wedding anniversary. It calls
them “incompatible in mar-
riage.”

Johnson, who had sneaked his
beloved into the United States
and was court-martialed over the
relationship, cast the tale as a
“Romeo and Juliet” love affair
that disintegrated amid Las
Vegas nightlife, opposition by his
wife’s family, and at least one
death threat.

Al-Khalifa was not represented
by a lawyer in the divorce filing.
No one answered her apartment
door Monday and it was unclear
whether she planned to stay in
the United States.

Meriam Al-Khalifa Johnson, a real-life princess from Bahrain, and her
husband, Jason Johnson, a former Marine, answer questions during a

news conference in January 2001. The two filed for divorce in Las
Vegas in November.

EREEERSC K 0 KN e R | Clu e s The story started in January
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in Bahrain, an island kingdom off
the coast of Saudi Arabia.
Al-Khalifa is one of five daugh-
ters of Sheik Abdullah bin Ibra-
him Al-Khalifa, a distant relative
of Bahrain’s king, Sheik Hamad

bin Isa Al-Khalifa.

They met at a mall and fell in
love, though he was a Mormon
and she was a Muslim, forbidden
to marry a non-Muslim.

About a year ago, Johnson said,

Al-Khalifa left him. He lives now
in Las Vegas with his stepmother.
“Deep down inside, she knows
that I loved her more than any-
thing in the world,” Johnson said.
“T can say 1 enjoyed every
minute I spent with her.”
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IN THE STATES

What
awaits
next

chief

BY TED BRIDIS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tom Ridge’s
successor as chief of the Home-
land Security Department will
have to unify a sprawling bureau-
cracy, a deadly serious job where
failure could put the United States
at risk of another terror attack.

Ridge, who announced his res-

|
2001 2002

Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge,
who presided over six “orange alerts,”
announced his resignation Tuesday.
Risk of terrorist attack
March 12 - Color-coded
threat level begins

October - Ridge was swom in as the nation’s
first White House homeland security adviser

NOTE: 2004 orange alert was for select financial institutions in
ew York, norther New Jersey and Washington only

Orange
Yellow “elevated” “high
. |1 mm
! 2003 ! 2004

Source: Department of Homeland Security

baugh; Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Mike Leav-
itt; and White House homeland se-
curity adviser Fran Townsend.
Others are also believed to be
interested in the job, including

ignation Tuesday,
the frustrations of working out
the kinks in the broadest govern-
ment reorganization in half a cen-
tury, a job critics say remains
largely incomplete. “T like going
to work every day,” Ridge said,
before adding, “There are certain
days I've enjoyed it even more.”
Ridge said he will remain in
the job until Feb. 1, unless the
Senate confirms his successor
earlier. Among those cited as po-
tential candidates are Bernard
Kerik, the former New York City
police commissioner who helped
rebuild Iraq’s police force;
former Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency Director Joe All-

sa

for border and transportation se-
curity in the Homeland Security
Department.

Critics said Ridge’s legacy is
mixed at Homeland Security, a col-
lection of 22 disparate federal
agencies with more than 180,000
employees, It includes Citizenship
and Immigration Services, the
Customs ~ Service, the Coast
Guard, the Secret Service and the
Transportation Security Adminis-
tration, with a combined budget of
$36 billion.

“He was dealt an impossible
hand,” said Richard Clarke, the
former top counterterrorism advis-
er to President Bush who resigned

AP

last year. “He was not allowed to
make some of the key decisions
about the beginning of the depart-
ment. I think anyone would have
failed under those circumstances.”
Although the Homeland Securi-
ty Department originally was en-
visioned as a broker of intelli-
gence after the 2001 terror at-
tacks, the Bush administration
opted to establish a new terrorist
screening center and terrorist
threat infegration center, set up
at the FBI and CIA respecﬁvely.
Even loyalists to Ridge acknowl-
edge the next secretary must work
to unify the organization, which
still uses hundreds of different
computer networks for systems
such as intelligence, accounting,
procurement and hiring. Auditors
have complained about the depart-
ment’s spending controls and the
security of its own computer net-
works, and it can take months at
Homeland Security to hire key em-
ployees for important positions.

Laci Peterson’s family takes stand

BY BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press
REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — Scott Peterson simply
watched as his former mother-in-law rose out of the
witness chair and screamed at him for killing his

pregnant wife, Laci.

Sharon Rocha, wearing a gold heart-shaped pen-
dent with a picture of her daughter in it, took the
stand Tuesday in the penalty phase of Peterson’s mur-
der trial. She wrapped up the state’s case the same
day it began, giving the most emotional testimony of

four family members called to the stand. Laci’s older
brother, younger sister and stepfather also spoke.

“She wanted to be a mother. That was taken away
from her,” Rocha said to Peterson, who was convict-
ed Nov. 12 for the 2002 murders of his wife and the
8-month-old fetus she was carrying.

ocha went on, her voice cracking.

“Divorce was always an option — not murder,”
Rocha said in a voice so loud that some jurors jumped.

At one point, Peterson dabbed his eyes with a tis-

sue. Jurors will recommend
whether the 32-year-old former
fertilizer salesman should be
executed or get life in prison
without the possibility of parole
for the 2002 murders.

Throughout the testimony,
prosecutors displayed photo-
graphs of Laci, including one
| from Mother’s Day 2002.
Taken a week after Laci’s 27th
birthday, the picture showed
Laci, her mother and her
grandmother.

Earlier, prosecutor Dave Harris said Laci’s death
left a hole in her family’s hearts “that can never be

paire

“When the defendant dumped the bodies of his
wife and unborn son into the bay, those ripples
spread out and they touched many, many lives,”
Harris told jurors. The only appropriate punish-
ment, he said, is death.

Methodists to
start trial based
on gay clergy law

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING
The Associated Press

PUGHTOWN, Pa. — When the
Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud told
her congregation last year that
she lives with a lesbian partner,
she set the stage for the United
Methodist Church’s third trial
under a law forbidding clergy
who are “self-avowed practicing
homosexuals.”

Stroud could be defrocked if
she loses the trial, expected to
begin Wednesday ~with a
closed-door selection of 13 jurors
from regional clergy.

Stroud says she realized she
was a lesbian while attending
Bryn Mawr College. After gradu-
ating from Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, she
was ordained and assigned in
1999 as associate pastor of Phila-
delphia’s First United Methodist
Church of Germantown.

Two years later, Stroud held a
“covenant ceremony” with Chris
Paige at Paige’s Tabernacle Unit-
ed Church in Philadelphia, which
is affiliated with both the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.) and Unit-
ed Church of Christ.

Stroud notified her German-
town congregation of the relation-
ship in a sermon on April 27,
2003. “I know that by telling the
truth about myself I risk losing
my credentials,” she said, but de-
cided “my walk with Christ re-
quires telling the whole truth.”

Stroud said in an interview that
if she is defrocked, the German-
town congregation has already
promised that she can continue
her current educational, pastoral
and preaching work under lay sta-
tus, though she would no longer
be able to preside at baptisms or
communion services.

“I'm aware that a lot of folks
are watching this case,” Stroud
said, noting that she and her
church have received hundreds
of supportive letters, e-mails and

AP

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud
conducts a Communion and prayer
service at her First United Method-
ist Church in the Germantown
section of Philadelphia on Sunday.

phone calls. But “for me it really
is a very personal faith issue.”

The Rev. Thomas Hall of
Exton, Pa,, was assigned by the re-
gional bishop to present the
church’s case. He said the trial in-
volves “any denomination’s au-
thority to hold ministers account-
able to the sacred trust they have
agreed upon” when they were or-
dained.

The UMC’s 1984 law barring
“self-avowed practicing homosexu-

” from the ministry was reaf-
firmed by a 72 percent vote at the
Methodists’ General Conference in

May.

Given that language, conviction
might seem automatic. But last
March, a church court acquitted
the Rev. Karen Dammann, a pas-
tor in Washington state who also
lives openly with a same-sex part-
ner and the Methodists’ national
supreme court decided it had no
power to review the verdict.

Rossi governor-elect of Wash.

BY DAVID AMMONS
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Republi-
can Dino Rossi was certified as
Washington’s governor-elect on
Tuesday, but the closest guberna-
torial race in state history is far
from over.

Secretary of State Sam Reed, the
state’s chief elections officer, certi-
fied Rossi’s 42-vote victory over
Democrat Christine Gregoire.

“A recount is almost a certain-
ty,” Reed said after making the re-

sults official. “The candidates
and political parties have until 5
p.m. Friday to request and pay
for an additional recount.”

On Friday, Democrats are ex-
pected to request a hand recount
of all or part of the 2.8 million bal-
lots, and the Republicans may
weigh in as well. The uncertainty
could last until Christmas.

Some are even worrying about
whether a winner will be known
in time for inauguration on Jan.
12. Incumbent Gov. Gary Locke,

a Democrat,
did not stand
for a third
term.

Locke said
Tuesday that
he hopes a
second  re-
count will in-
clude the en-
tire state and
not just se-
lected areas.

At a news
conference in

Bellevue after

— but not for sure

Reed’s announcement, Rossi
thanked his supporters and sug-
gested Gregoire consider conced-
ing. He stopped short of calling
for her to quit the race, saying,
“She has to decide what she
wants to do, what she believes is
best for the state of Washington.”

Gregoire, a three-term attor-
ney general, had been forecast to
win with ease and John Kerry
and Sen. Patty Murray easily won
for the Democrats here. But
Rossi, a self-made real estate mil-
lionaire and a former state legisla-

tive power, edged Gregoire in
both the regular count — by 261
votes — and in the automatic ma-
chine recount completed last
Wednesday.

Each candidate polled 48.87
percent and each got 1.3724 mil-
lion votes.

“Right now, the state is divided
smack down the middle,” Gre-
goire’s spokesman, Morton Bril-
liant, said Monday. “It’s worth tak-
ing three (more) weeks to have
four years of legitimacy, and
that's what is at stake.”
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Study: Mental stress makes women’s cells age faster

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The im-
mune cells of women under ex-
treme mental stress age faster
than those in women not facing
such pressure, a new study re-
ports.

While previous reports have
linked physical effects with
stress, the new analysis helps pin-
point an important focus for these

ALL NEW LR3
LAUNCH E

problems.
The study focused on the lelom-
the

found that the telomeres in the
cells of women under stress had
i of 10

eresin the of p:
ular immune cells of 58 women
between the ages of 20 and 50.
Telomeres cap the ends of chro-
mosomes and shorten as cells re-
produce, a measure of age. When
they reach a minimum level the
celis can no longer reproduce.
The report, published in Mon-
day’s issue of Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences,

years of additional aging, com-
pared to women living more nor-
mal lives.

“Chronic stress appears to
have the potential to shorten the
life of cells, at least immune
cells,” lead author Elissa Epel of
the University of California at
San Francisco said in a state-
ment.

“The results were striking,”
added co-author Elizabeth Black-
burn, also of UCSF.

The researchers studied S8
women, 19 of whom were moth-
ers of healthy children and 39
who were tending chronically ill
children.

They reported that “the exact
mechanism that connect the
mind and the cell are unknown.”

The researchers said they will
now begin work to see if other
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types of cells are affected by
stress.

The research was funded by
the John D. and Catherine T. Mac-
Arthur Foundation, the Hellman
Family Fund, the University of
California at San Francisco, Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health,
National Alliance for Research on
Schizophrenia and Depression,
Steven and Michele Kirsch Foun-
dation, National Institutes of
Health, Burroughs Wellcome
Fund and the Dana Foundation.

Wis. community
comforts hunting
incident survivors

BY ROBERT IMRIE

The Associated Press

RICE LAKE, Wis. — Two survi-
vors of a deadly deer-hunting con-
frontation joined a community
prayer service where organizers
urged people to avoid falling into
fear and prejudice in the wake of
the shootings blamed on a Hmong
immigrant.

Lauren Hesebeck and Terry
Willers, whose six friends were
killed in the shootings, sat near
each other at the service Tuesday
organized by area ministers.
About 900 people packed the audi-
torium for the 70-minute service
of prayers, Bible readings, music
and calls for healing in this town
of 8,300 — a community one pas-
tor described as full of “souls ex-
hausted by grief.”

“Community support is great,”
Hesebeck said, a blaze orange rib-
bon pinned to his jacket in memo-
ry of his hunting buddies.

“That is about all I want to say.”

Asked about the emotion of the
last few days, Hesebeck, who was
wounded in the shoulder, just low-
ered his head and walked to his
seat at the Rice Lake High School
Auditorium. Willers, his neck still
in a brace from the wound he suf-
fered, declined to comment.

The six deer hunters gunned
down in the confrontation Nov. 21
lived in the Rice Lake area. The
last of the funerals was Monday.

Chai Soua Vang, 36, of St. Paul,
Minn., has been charged with the
shootings.

Melissa Paulette drew groans
and sighs of dismay when she said
a friend saw a bumper sticker that
read: “Save a deer, shoot a
Hmong.”

“We must remember the family
of the shooter did not pull the trig-
ger,” she said. “Wouldn’t God
want us to pray for them and try to
heal their pain too?”

Hours earlier in Hayward, Vang
made his first court appearance
under tight security in a basement
classroom at the county jail for his
own safety. On Monday, prosecu-
tors filed charges accusing him of
intentionally killing six hunters
and trying to kill Willers and Hese-
beck Nov. 21 after Vang was asked
to leave the private land where the
others were hunting.
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Fla. officials consider nixing Election Day

BY BETH KASSAB
The Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — Florida’s
election supervisors are prop
ing one way to make voting easi-
er: Do away with Election Day.

Voters would cast ballots dur-
ing a span of several days or
weeks ending on the traditional
voting day, under a plan endorsed
Tuesday by supervisors at their
meeting in Orlando. The group
will now lobby lawmakers for
changes during the spring legisla-
tive session.

The overwhelming response to
this year’s 15 days of early voting
— when an estimated 2.3 million
people cast ballots statewide be-
fore Election Day — convinced
most supervisors that voters are
now demanding new freedom to
show up at the time and place of
their own choice.

The change would dramatical-
ly reform the way the state runs

New system would span days, involve ‘voting centers’

its elections, effectively creating
amore streamlined system need-
ing fewer poll workers, precincts
and equipment.

Voters would no longer be re-
quired to report to assigned pre-
cincts, even on Election Day. In-
stead, people would be able to se-
lect from a number of large “vot-
ing centers” in their county.

“It's a leap in the way we think
about things,” said Pasco County
Supervisor Kurt Browning. “It
would be the logical next step.”

Though the proposal is still in
its infancy with few details ham-
mered out, the group of Florida’s
67 county supervisors modeled
their proposal after one Colorado
county’s election setup.

Larimer County, Colo., did
away with traditional precincts
this year and replaced them with
“vote centers.” Instead of having

www.PentagonCar5Sales.com

190 polling places, officials creat-
ed 31 vote centers throughout the
county.

The cost of bringing the plan to
Florida is unknown, Browning
said, but it could cut expenses
just as supervisors are scram-
bling to find money to meet new
federal and state requirements to
improve access for disabled vot-
ers and to upgrade voting equip-
ment.

The change would do away
with a lot of election headaches,
supervisors say, because it
would, by some estimates, cut in
half the number of polling places.

Orange County Elections Super-
visor Bill Cowles said he could re-
place his 252 precincts with about
80 voting stations where voters
from all parts of the county could
g0 to cast ballots.

Fewer polling places would re-

duce the number of voting ma-
chines and would require fewer
poll workers, which could cut sala-
ry and training costs. It also
would reduce the chances of
human error and electronic glitch-
es, supervisors said.

One of the only concerns from
the group came from those who

did not know whether their coun-
ties had large enough facilities to
host the voting centers for as
many as 15 consecutive days.

Regardless, the group said it
would not be satisfied without at
least some changes, pledging to at
least demand larger voting cen-
ters during early voting.

“One day of 12 hours of voting
is ridiculous,” said Penny Haly-
burton, supervisor in St. Johns
County. “We're beyond that.”
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Fla. hurricane season ends

BY BILL KACZOR
The Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. — One of
the most i

helped neighbors and about
140,000 volunteers from around
the world.
“It S lmponant to take that cre-
tive that I saw dur-

seasons in Florida history offi-
cially ended Tuesday with Gov.
Jeb Bush calling the occasion a
time for “reflection and celebra-
tion.”

Florida was hit by four hurri-
canes in a single season, a
two-month barrage of storms that
triggered the nation’s biggest nat-
ural-disaster response.

The hurricanes took 117 lives
in Florida, destroyed more than
25,000 homes and heavily dam-
aged 4,600 more. Damage was
estimated at $42 billion, surpass-
ing the $34.9 billion caused in
1992 by Hurricane Andrew, the
nation’s single most costly
storm.

Bush toured some of the most
severely affected areas, begin-
ning at Escambia County’s new
emergency operations center.

“This was a historic time,”
Bush said. “As a state we learned
a lot about ourselves and it’s im-
portant to reflect on that. I think
Florida is a better place and a
stronger place because of this.”

The Atlantic hurricane season
runs from June 1 through Nov.
30.

Hurricane Charley plowed into
southwestern Florida in mid-Au-
gust, and Frances, Ivan and
Jeanne slammed the state in Sep-
tember. The only other time on
record when four hurricanes hit
one state in a year was Texas in
1886.

Escambia County Public Safe-
ty Director Janice Kilgore’s an-
nouncement that the hurricane
season was officially over drew a
cheer as she introduced the gov-
ernor, but nature does not always
adhere to that schedule: Capping
off the freakish year, Tropical
Storm Otto formed on the last
day of the season far in the cen-
tral Atlantic, about 800 miles east
of Bermuda. It posed no threat to
land.

National Hurricane Center Di-
rector Max Mayfield urged peo-
ple to begin planning now for the
next hurricane season. “People
that had a hurricane plan did bet-
ter than those that did not,” he
said in Miami.

The center will release its pre-
diction for the 2005 season on
May 16, but Mayfield said it is
likely that a trend of increasing
activity will continue.

“We have had more tropical
storms and more hurricanes
since 1995 than any consecutive
10-year period on the record,”
Mayfield said.

In 2004, counting Otto, there
were 15 named storms in the At-
lantic region, including nine hur-
ricanes, six of them major.

Photos of bulldmgs with walls
and  roofs missing and
storm-( dnven white sand cover-
ing roads, yards, homes and vehi-
cles like huge snowdrifts flashed
on a large screen behind Bush
as he spoke. He praised emer-
gency workers, neighbors who

ing the storms as people respond-
ed to that and use it in everyday
life to improve people’s lives,”
Bush said.

While the hurricane season
may be over, the misery is not.
In the Panhandle alone, about
1,000 residents are waiting for

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH

mobile homes from the Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy. The statewide total of people
living in government trailers is
expected to reach 15,000, Bush
said.

Bush said he would push dur-
ing a special legislative session
for passage of tax relief for peo-
ple who lost their homes and the
elimination of multiple deduct-
ibles on insurance policies for
those who had damage from
more than one hurricane.

A GREAT DEAL.

Matt Strahan, left,

§ meteorologist in
charge for the National
Weather Service office
in Key West, Fla.,
takes a swipe ata

fata symbolizing a

| tropical cyclone to
mark the official end of
the 2004 hurricane
season Tuesday in Key
West, Fla. The event
was a facet of the
10-day Pirates in

! Paradise festival.
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BY JOSE MARTINEZ
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — At $10,000, this cocktail is bound
to leave you feeling more shaken than stirred.

The Martini on the Rock is the newest addition
to the menu at the Algonquin Hotel. It comes with
a single piece of ice — a diamond from the
in-house jeweler.

“For now, it’s just an item on the menu — unless
‘she’ can convince ‘him,’ ” said Anthony Melchior-
ri, the hotel’s general manager.

Not a single glass has been sold, but hotel offi-
cials hope the glittering gimmick catches the eye
of a would-be bride or groom.

“This is a great lobby, where you can hang out
and talk,” Melchiorri said. “Or where you can ask
someone to marry you.”

The Algonquin once drew literary notables such
as Dorothy Parker, whose witticisms included: “I

A martini that sparkles

Hotel offers $10K piece of ‘ice’ in cocktail

love a martini — but two at the most. Three, I'm
under the table; four, ’'m under the host.”

“The martini is our trademark,” Melchiorri said.

The only catch for big spenders is that the drink
order — and diamond purchase — need to be lined
up three days in advance with Bader & Garrin, the
hotel’s jeweler‘

The drink is the city’s latest overpriced menu
item, joining such notables as the $1,000 frittata at
Norma’s in Le Parker Meridien hotel, the $71 ham-
burger at the Old Homestead and the $1,000 Gold-
en Opulence Sundae at Serendipity 3. The marti-
ni’s actual price depends on the size and cut of the
rock, but its liquid ingredients — a mix of Belved-
ere vodka and Martini & Rossi vermouth — re-
main as classic as ever.

“We were laughing,” said businessman Travis
Hawton, 33, of Minneapolis, “about how someone
will probably try to sneak one in on an expense ac-
count.”

Mass. to scan fingerprints for gun sales

BOSTON — With a quick electronic scan of a finger-
print, gun shop owners in Massachusetts will know im-
mediately if a customer is eligible to buy a weapon,
using a system that officials say is the first of its kind
in the nation.

The Massachusetts Instant Record Check System,
developed over the past six years with nearly $7 mil-

Tion in information technology grant money, will be in
place in all police departments and gun shops across
the state by next summer. It is currently operating in
three shops and about 140 police departments.

The system allows police and gun shop owners to
have instant access to updated arrest warrant and re-
straining order information, which was not readily ac-
cessible under the old paperwork-intensive system.

From The Associated Press

Austrian-b

Gov. Arnold

AP photos

left, and Canadian-b

Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm would be eligible for the presidency
should one of several measures introduced in Congress that propose
extending eligibility for the presidency to certain immigrants become law.

Support grows to erase
constitutional ban on
foreign-born presidents

BY DONNA CASSATA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — America’s
founding fathers envisioned a
president born in the United
States of America.

In 1787, they put it in writing —
Article 2, Section 1 of the Constitu-

YOU'RE INVITED!

4 65 December at Capitol Motors
Introducing the New Land Rover LR3

Join us to celebrate this all new member of the Land Rover family!
Land Rover LA3 - Motor Trend's 2005 Sport/Utility of the Year.

“Wihathar it's Radeo Driva or the Aubican Trail, thare ish't @ sport/utiity in the warld that will cavar the Lerrain as quiatly, confidently or comfartably."
Angus MecKenzie, editor-in-chief of Motor Trend Mspazine

CAPITOL

MOTORS

US MILITARY SALES

CAPITOL MOTORS GMBH & CO KG
Kaisersiautarn - Midway Plaza

Tel. 0631-340680
nickBcapitolmotors.com

tion: “No person except a natural
born citizen ... shall be eligible to
the office of president.”

More than 200 years later, in a
diverse nation with more than 33
million immigrants, the push is
on to alter that venerable docu-
ment and allow naturalized U.S.
citizens — Americans such Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger from Thal,
Austria, and Jennifer Granholm
from Vancouver, British Colum-
bia — to become president.

The number of foreign-born in
the United States is increasing at
a rapid pace: more than 1 million
ayear between 2000 and 2004, ac-
cording to a recent study. Those
millions, however, aren’t the ones
some proponents of the constitu-
tional change have in mind.

Several measures have been in-
troduced in Congress, including a
joint resolution by Rep. Dana Ro-
hrabacher, a California Republi-
can, and Sen. Orrin Hatch, a Utah
Republican, which proposes a
constitutional amendment ~that
would extend eligibility for the
presidency to immigrants who
have held U.S. citizenship for at
least 20 years.

Schwarzenegger became a citi-
zen in 1983, Granholm in 1980.

Prohibiting foreign-born Ameri-
cans from occupying the White
House is “hard to justify in a na-
tion where there are so many peo-
ple who have become naturalized
citizens,” said Mark V. Tushnet, a
professor of constitutional law at
the Georgetown University Law
Center.

The odds are against propo-
nents of the change, which would
require two-thirds majority votes
in the House and Senate, then ap-
proval by three-fourths of the
states.

Part of the problem, according
to proponents, is a post-Sept. 11,
2001, climate in which ‘many
Americans are wary of immi-
grants, even legal ones, and want
to tighten immigration laws.

A recent CNN-USA Today-Gal-
1up poll found that 67 percent op-
posed changing the Constitution
to allow immigrants to be presi-
dent. When half the poll sample
was asked the same question with
Schwarzenegger’s name, opposi-
tion dropped slightly to S8 per-
cent.
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Protecting women focus of World AIDS Day

BY ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
The Associated Press

GENEVA — From Armenia to
Zambia, activists turned out by the
thousands for World AIDS Day on
Wednesday, singing in mighty ca-
thedrals, lighting candles in city
squares and playing sports.

The United Nations has dedicat-
ed this year's observance to im-
proving protection for women and
girls. Nearly half of the 39.4 mil-
lion people infected with HIV
worldwide are female.

“Prevention methods such as
the ABC approach — Abstinence,
Be faithful and use Condoms —
are good, but not enough to pro-
tect women where gender inequal-
ity is pervasive,” said Peter Piot,
head of UNAIDS.

“We must be able to ensure that
women can choose marriage, to de-
cide when and with whom they
have sex and to successfully nego-
tiate condom use,” Piot added.

As the day began in Asia, where
the disease has claimed 540,000
lives this year, campaigners in
Japan and South Korea handed
out condoms. Thailand, Vietnam,
and Bangladesh had marches.

In China, a rare visit by Presi-
dent Hu Jintao to AIDS patients in
a hospital was televised.

In Pakistan, about 400 aid work-
ers discussed how to empower
women in a region where men usu-
ally have a dominant role in soci-

ety.

Atthe forefront of the pandemic
in southern Africa, red ribbons
were tied to lamp posts and
draped over buildings. Zambians
gathered for a candlelight memori-
al service in the Cathedral of the
Holy Cross in the capital, Lusaka.

Anglican ~ Archbishop  Njon-
gonkulu Ndungane of South Africa
appealed for tolerance.

“HIV/AIDS is not God’s punish-

ment of the wicked,” Ndungane
told a rally in Cape Town. “AIDS
is a preventable, treatable and
manageable disease — no more,
no less.”

Malawi’s President Bingu wa
Mutharika said he wants at least 1
million of his 11 million people to
be tested for HIV by the end of
next year so his government can
determine  how many need
anti-retroviral treatment.

Eastern Europe, where AIDS
figures have jumped since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, joined in

e observance. Events in Arme-
nia included a concert with
well-known local musical artists.

In the Croatian capital of
Zagreb, activists handed out con-
doms and sold Christmas cards
made by AIDS-infected children.

Portugal, which has one of the
highest rates of new AIDS infec-
tions in western Europe, opened
the new headquarters of an associ-
ation to support AIDS patients.

Kenyan children hold flags to promote HIV/AIDS awareness at a public
rally Wednesday in Nairobi, Kenya, for World AIDS Day. The National Aids
Council of Kenya warned that the AIDS situation is worsening in Kenya
because of a lack of awareness about the dangers of unprotected sex.

Activists trick luxury restaurants

ROME — Anti-war activists in northern Italy have been indulg-
ing in a rather comfortable kind of protest, treating themselves to ex-
travagant meals in top restaurants and leaving the bill unpaid.

were celebrating a baptism, almost 50 activ-
ists dined Tuesday at the Da Celeste restaurant near Treviso in north-
eastern Italy, ordering several courses each and washing them down
with five bottles of Moet & Chandon champagne, the owner told pri-
vate TV channel Sky on Wednesday.

Celeste Tonon said the unpaid bill came to around $3,992. He said
the group told him he was targeted for serving a lunch to guests at the
NATO summit last month.

British fund-raiser nears end of trek

SYDNEY, Australia — A former British soccer player pedaled
through Sydney’s early morning traffic Wednesday as he neared the
end of a 2,700-mile coast-to-coast odyssey on a penny-farthing bicycle.

Leukemia survivor Lloyd Scott cycled from the west coast city of
Perth to Sydney in S0 days, bravmg soaring temperatures, bumpy
roads and even exploding truck ti

He was due to complete his trip Thursday by taking his bike — with
its giant front wheel and tiny back wheel ~for a sightseeing tour of
some of Sydney’s most famous lan

Scott is using the bike ride to raxse money for a leukemia charity.
He started the ride looking like British supersleuth Sherlock Holmes
in tweed clothes and a deerstalker hat — the clothes came from the
same era as his 19th century bike.

City holds pageant to pick Santa Claus

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Can you imagine Santa Claus in a swim-
suit? Luckily, the contestants in Hungary’s National Santa Claus
Beauty Pageant this weekend will get to keep their clothes on — and
their beards, too.

The city of Nyiregyhaza will hold its fifth beauty contest for Santas
on Saturday, and so far 13 St. Nicks have signed up, hoping to win an
asson.ment of goodies, including a holiday in Tunisia, luggage sets

Thev 1 face a tough panel of judges: local schoolchildren between
the ages of 6 and

Besides the style of their white beards and hair, Santas also are
graded on their red outfits and must give a 3-4 mmute performance
— a song, a fairy tale, a poem — featuring their talent

Some contestants rely solely on their own skills, whlle others bring
along crews of Santa’s helpers, including angels and elves, to impress
the judges. While pageant rules don’t exclude Santas with fake
beards and wigs, they stand little chance of winning.

“The kids seem to prefer Santas with their own beards and white
hair,” pageant orgamzer Bela Balogh said. “They take their roles on
the jury very seriously.”

Swiss conductor misses her own train

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — Even employees of the famously
punctual Swiss railroads can miss a trai

Last week, a train left the station at Algle in the French-speaking
west of Swnzerland without its conductor and with its doors wide
open, the Swiss railroad company confirmed Tuesday.

‘The conductor, an unidentified woman, hailed a cab and was final-
ly able to rejoin the train at Bex — some 6 miles further down the
track — where it had stopped to wait for her, the Swiss daily Le
Matin reported.

From The Associated Press

Bush thanks Canadians for 9/11 help

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia — President Bush de-
clared Wednesday that both the United States and
Canada have a vital interest in the success of democ-
racy in Iraq and said “a new day of freedom, of hope
and self-government is on the way.”

“Our enemies have declared their intentions and
so have we,” Bush told an audience in Halifax, Nova
Scotia. “Peaceful nations must keep the peace by
going after the terrorists and disrupting their plans
and cutting off their funding.”

“Two years ago, we disagreed about the best
course in Iraq,” the president acknowledged. But he
said that both Canada and the United States know
what's at stake

Bush, i i ic f di
trip north of the U.S. border in a country where oppo-
sition to the U.S.-led war to oust Iraq’s Saddam Hus-
sein has been fierce, said that Washington and Otta-
wa now agree essentially about how to “go forward.”

“There’s only one way to deal with enemies who
plot in secret,” he said. “We must take the fight to
them. We must be relentless and we must be stead-
fast in our duty to protect our people.”

Bush also said that it is “cultural condescension” to
think that democracy cannot work in the broader
Middle East.

He praised Prime Minister Paul Martin as a strong
leader and said he looked forward to a “strong part-
nership” with Canada in his second term.

Noting that some 33,000 passengers on diverted
U.S. commercial flights got stuck in Canada in the
wake of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, he said,
“Canadians came to the aid of men and women and
children who were worried and confused with no-
where to eat and sleep.”

“How does a person say thank you to a nation?” he

said.

“Well, that’s something a president can do. So let
me say directly to the Canadian people ... thank you
for your kindness to America in an hour of need.”

Bush said he believes the people of the United
States and Canada will remain close, as they have
over time, “beyond the words of polificians and the
:alural dlsagreements that national leaders will

Hundreds of people lined the roads to get a
glimpse of Bush as his limousine and long trailing en-
tourage made their way into Halifax on an overcast
day. The vast majority displayed no feelings toward
Bush and merely watched respectfully.

Ukraine opposition ends siege of capital

BY ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s op-
position leader Viktor Yushchen-
Ko signed a deal Wednesday that
obliged his supporters to lift their
siege of government hulldmgs,

Yanukovych’s government, push-
ing through a no-confidence mea-
sure.

Yushchenko urged his backers
not to give up their massive dem-
onstrations until a deal is reached
on a new vote. Thousands clad in

but he said
stay in the streets until a deal lS
reached on a new vote.

After talks with the runoff’s offi-
cially declared winner, Viktor
Yanukovych, Yushchenko pro-
posed that a revote be held be-
tween the two candidates on Dec.
19 to resolve the crisis over the
disputed balloting.

He rejected a government pro-
posal to hold an entire new elec-
tion, an idea that outgoing Presi-
dent Leonid Kuchma suggested a
day earlier.

Earlier Wednesday, Ukraine’s
parliament voted to bring down

the orange
colors gathered in the capital
under fireworks and listened to a
rock band.

Under a deal Yushchenko
signed after talks with Yanuk-
ovych, Kuchma and European en-
voys, the blockade that has para-
lyzed the government — sur-
rounding the admi

ers wouldn’t let up until the con-
flicting parties agree on terms for
anew vote.

“Protests in the streets will of
course continue,” Yushchenko
said after the talks at the Mariis
sky Palace presidential resi-
dence. “They would be lifted only
after a date is set for a new elec-
tion and changes introduced into
the election law.”

Yushchenko has refused to rec-
ognize the official runoff results,
claiming widespread fraud. Hun"
dreds of thousands of Yushchen-
ko’s supporters have flooded
Kiev’s streets and surrounded of-
ficial buildings since the vote.

istration and Cabinet in Kiev —
must be lifted immediately.

It was not immediately clear
whether the agreement extended
to massive pro-Yushchenko pro-
tests in Kiev's central square, but
‘Yushchenko said that his support-

to the

agreement, a group of lawyers
would be convened to mull over
changes of Ukrainian law in a bid
to resolve the crisis. Kuchma has
said it would be difficult to settle
without going beyond existing
law.
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Alexander the Great film upsets some Greeks

BY PARIS AYIOMAMITIS
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Alexander the
Great, who carved out a vast empire east of
Greece before his death at age 32, is idol-
ized in this nation as a symbol of its ancient

glory.

No less than 29 streets in Athens are
named after him.

So when Oliver Stone’s new epic about
the conqueror’s life depicted him as a bi-
sexual who has a fling with his childhood
friend Hephaestion, the portrayal hit a raw
nerve in Greece.

‘A group of 25 Greek lawyers has threat-

ened to sue the movie's producers over
what they describe as a distortion of histo-
ry — but insist the protest is not aimed at
gays.
“I want to stress we have nothing against
gays or lesbians. We respect their rights as
everybody else’s,” said Yiannis Varnakos,
the head of the lawyers’ group.

“We would have reacted the same way if
the issue didn’t involve homosexuality,” he
said. “We just don’t want a distortion of his-
torical facts.”

The lawyers are calling on the filmmak-
ers, Warner Bros,, to carry a disclaimer

that the movie is a fictional portrayal of Al-
exander’s life.

On Tuesday, they withdrew a request to
delay the movie's release in Greece, agree-
ing to suspend the action until they watch a
preview screening of “Alexander” before it
opens in Greece on Dec. 3.

Gay rights campaigners have con-
demned the lawyers’ campaign, contend-
ing it is a clear case of homophobia dis-
guised as a quest for historical truth.

In Stone’s 173-minute film, Alexander
has an intimate relationship with child-
hood friend and cavalry commander Hep-
haestion.

Historians say ancient Greek men often
had sexual partners of either gender and
‘many argue Alexander was no exception.

Stone’s consultant on the movie, British
historian Robert Lane Fox, wrote in his
1973 book, Alexander the Great: “Alex-
ander was only defeated once, the Cynic
philosophers said long after his death, and
that was by Hephaestion’s thighs.”

Varnakos challenged Fox to explain his
conclusions, since none of the sources of Al-
exander’s contemporaries survive. Sugges-
tions that Alexander had male lovers, he
said, are based on accounts given more
than 300 years after his death.

A statue of Alexander the Great stands in the northern Greek port city of Thessaloniki. The
Oliver Stone movie, which opened in the United States on Nov. 24 and stars Colin Farell,
has drawn a protest from a group of Greek lawyers, angered at the portrayal of the legend-
ary warrior king as bisexual.

Dalai Lama leads prayers at Buddhist monastery in Russia

BY SERGEI VENYAVSKY
The Associated Press

ARSHAN, Russia — Thou-
sands of Buddhist pilgrims
trekked to a temple in the south-
ern republic of Kalmykia on Tues-
day for prayers led by the Dalai
Lama during his first visit to Rus-
sia in a decade.

The Buddhist spiritual leader

had been denied entry to Russia
for years because of Moscow’s
concerns about potentially damag-
ing its strategic relationship with
Beijing. The Dalai Lama lives in
exile in India and leads Tibetans
who have resisted half a century
of Chinese rule.

Russia had rejected visa re-
quests for the Dalai Lama at least
three times since his 1994 visit.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
said it granted the Dalai Lama a
visa this year on the grounds that
he limit his activities solely to pas-
toral purposes, and he told report-
ers his purpose was to advance
“human values.”

China expressed dismay over
the visit.

“We cannot understand why
Russia granted him permission to
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visit, and we hope that Russia can
strictly abide by ... relevant politi-
cal agreements between the two
sides,” said Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Zhang Qiye.
The spiritual leader arrived
Monday in Kalmykia, one of the
largest centers of Buddhism in
Russia some 1,000 miles south-
east of Moscow. About 1 million
of Russia’s 144 million people are

Buddhists.

The Dalai Lama’s visit “in no
way means some kind of change
in our position on Tibet, which is
an inalienable part of China, and
we fully support the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of the Chi-
nese People’s Republic,” Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said in Vientiane, Laos, on Mon-
day.

EU hopes to end Bosnia
mission in three years

BY PAUL AMES
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union said Tuesday it
hopes its new peacekeeping mis-
sion in Bosnia can be completed
within three years and expressed
confidence top war crimes sus-
pects will be detained by then.

The EU, which takes over the
peacekeeping role from NATO this
week, said it expected fugitive Bos-
nian Serb leaders Radovan Karadz-
ic and Ratko Mladic would be
brought before the UN. war
crimes tribunal, despite NATO’s
failure to ca(ch them during its
nine-year mission.

“A period of three years is some-
thing that would be reasonable to
think about” for the length of the
mission the EU starts Thursday,
said Peiter Feith, the bloc’s direc-
tor of security and defense policy.

He said during a news confer-
ence the situation in Bosnia should
have improved enough by then to
allow the military side of the opera-
tion to be wrapped up, although
the EU would continue with police
assistance along with political and
economic cooperation.

Asked if the EU military would
leave while Karadzic and Mladic
are still at large, Feith said, “I can-

not leave you with promises ... but
1 think it’s highly unlikely.”

The EU is taking on its bi
military  operation

amajor test of the EU’s drive to de-
velop a military arm, which was
begun following the European
bloc’s failure to halt the ethnic
fighting that ravaged Bosnia in the
early 1990s.

“This is a large step for the EU,”
said British Gen. Sir John Reith,
who will command the EU mis-
sion. The operation is “much larg-
er and more complex” that the
union’s previous military deploy-
ments to Macedonia and Congo
last year, he added.

NATO’s mission, which started
with 60,000 troops, has gradually
been scaled down to 7,000 as
situation in Bosnia has stabilized.
Most of the troops serving with
NATO are European, and the main
change on the ground will involve
the replacement of around 1,000
U.S. troops, mostly with soldiers
from Finland.

NATO will offer backup to the
EU mission and will retain up to
350 soldiers in Sarajevo.

Separately, the United States
will also maintain a small force in
the northern city of Tuzla, includ-
ing helicopters to help the hunt for
suspected war criminals.
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Inheritance claim

LOS ANGELES — The ille-

gitimate son of a wealthy
South Korean industrialist has
filed a federal lawsuit claiming he
was denied an inheritance after
being given up for adoption in Cal-
ifornia 18 years ago.

Peter Roach, 26, sued his fa-
ther’s company, five half-siblings
and others alleging fraud, negli-
gence and emotional distress. He
is seeking $5 million, the Los An-
geles Times reported.

Roach is the son of now-de-
ceased industrialist Won Man
Lee, founder of Kolon Industries
Inc., and club hostess Mee Yeon
Lee, whom he met in 1977 and
took as a mistress for several
years, the newspaper reported.

Kolon, a synthetic fibers and en-
gineering plastics manufacturer,
has annual sales of more than $1
billion.

After Lee died in 1994, Roach’s
adopted parents were given
$100,000 for Roach’s expenses on
the condition they sign an agree-
ment releasing Lee’s heirs from
any further financial obligations.

Roach later found the agree-
ment, which had the business-
man’s signature on it.

Loggers protest law

MADISON — Loggers

throughout Maine  say
they’re worried that a law meant
to curtail liquidation harvesting
in the state’s forests will make it
difficult for smaller operations to
find wood next year when it takes
effect. The law, supported by the
Department of Conservation,
bans the purchase of land for the
purpose of wholesale harvesting

of trees without regard to
long-term forest-management
principals.

Horse upsets teach-in

FL LUTZ — Waiting for sur-
ery, his arm broken,
S-year-old Michael Ruiz couldn’t
get angry at the 1,000-pound geld-
ing that fell on him.

Michael was among about 125
Schwarzkopf Elementary School
kindergarteners for whom the
usually serene Great American
Teach-In got scary.

They were sitting around Atta-
che, a 20-year-old American Sad-
dlebred, when he got spooked,
lurched forward, lost his footing
and fell on his side.

As the horse scrambled to get
up, the trainer rushed to get it
under control and teachers quick-
ly tended to the students. After-
ward, about a dozen students com-
plained of bumps, bruises or
other injuries.

Robbery in vain

RALEIGH — A robber’s
crime was foiled when he
couldn’t find anything to steal.
Just after closing, an intruder
shot the lock off the door of a
Smithfield’s Chicken 'N Bar-B-Q
restaurant. The man climbed in
through the broken glass door
and combed the fast-food restau-
rant for items to take, said police
Lt. T.L. Earnhardt, but could not
break into the cash register.
Employees who were still in
the restaurant escaped out the
back door. The man fled before
police arrived.

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Grandma faces trial

BANGOR — The grand-

mother of a Corinna man
sentenced to 13 years in prison
for burying 8 pounds of cocaine
on her property has pleaded not
guilty to drug trafficking.

Jeanne E. Rogers, 64, entered
her plea in Penobscot County Su-
perior Court. Rogers was arrest-
ed in connection with the drug
trafficking operation her grand-
son, 25-year-old Jason Belmer,

When police seized cocaine
that was buried in Rogers’ pool
shed in September, Belmer fled
and was the subject of a nation-
wide search for six weeks. He
eluded police in Maine, Colorado
and Kansas.

A trial date has not been set for
Rogers, and details of her alleged
involvement in her grandson’s
drug operation were not avail-
able.

Bus just too tall

[ NEW YORK — A tour bus

that was four feet too tall
to clear a highway overpass in
New York City slammed into it, in-
juring some of the 49 passengers,
authorities said.

Most injuries were minor,
though two passengers were hos-
pitalized — a boy with a crushed
windpipe and a woman who suf-
fered chest pains, the Fire Depart-
ment said.

The accident happened as the
bus from Canada was traveling

Ready for riding

Red Mountain Fox Hounds junior
member Dana McWilliams, 12, tries
to fix a stirrup as her mount munch-
es on some fresh grass near Rouge-
mont, N.C. She was one of about
30 riders who took part in the Red
Mountain Fox Hounds hunt.

southbound on the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Drive in Manhattan.

Police said the driver, Yu Yuk
Ho, ignored signs warning that ve-
hicles higher than 9 feet 6 inches
would not clear the overpass, a
temporary structure for a con-
struction project. The bus mea-
sured 13 feet 6 inches.

Ho, 56, was cited for driving an
overweight vehicle, disobeying a
sign and other infractions. Ho
said he had driven that stretch of
the FDR before and did not ex-
pect to encounter the overpass.

Blessed nuptials

TACOMA — There may

not have been room at the
inn, but they’d better make room
at the altar.

Shortly after a performance of
the Nativity at the Metropolitan
Ballet of Tacoma, Dan Larson,
portraying Joseph, got down on
one knee and asked Amanda
Thaut, “Will you marry me?”

Thaut, who played Mary, quiet-
ly gasped, “Yes.”

The audience at the Pantages
Theater was stunned. One of the
wise men pumped his fist in the
air and the shepherds and angels
could barely contain their enthusi-
as

m.

“I started planning it more than
ayear ago,” Larson, 25, said later.
“T wanted to make it something
very special. Every part of my life
is better because of her.”

Leadfoot truckers

PIKEVILLE — A state

crackdown on overweight
coal trucks is having a side effect
— more truckers exceeding the
speed limit.

Kentucky Vehicle Enforce-
ment  commissioner  Greg
Howard said trucks can go faster
when they’re not bogged down
with overweight loads, and some
truckers may be taking advan-
tage of that to speed up to haul
more loads each day.

“We are beginning to get some
complaints on speed, and we're
addressing those,” Howard said.
“Of course, speed is easier to en-
force than weight limits.”

Howard said the number of
overweight trucks has been drasti-
cally reduced in eastern Ken-
tucky since the crackdown began,
based on the number of violations
officers are seeing.

Suspected rock-thrower

WESTBROOK — A

16-year-old juvenile from
Portland is believed to be the per-
son who threw a rock from a
Maine Turnpike overpass that
cracked the windshield of a
Maine State Police cruiser, injur-
ing the trooper at the wheel, au-
thorities said.

Trooper Duane Doughty was
driving north at about 10 p.m.
when the rock came crashing
down from the Brighton Avenue
overpass, said Stephen McCaus-
land, spokesman for the state De-
partment of Public Safety.

Although the windshield did
not shatter, Doughty was show-

ered with glass fragments that
struck his face and an eye. He
was treated at Maine Medical
Center for facial abrasions and
was scheduled to see an eye spe-
cialist to determine the extent of
any eye injuries, McCausland
said.

A child dressed as a clown makes

ClOWnl]lg aI'()llIld a face at parade watchers during
the 32nd annual Children’s Parade in downtown Dayton, Ohio.

Jade Eitner watches members of

Taking lt all in the USA Ballet company run

through a practice of their upcoming performance of “ "Twas the Night
Before Christmas” at the Academy of Ballet in Alamogordo, N.M.

Baylee, a 3-year-old Pekinese-
Pomeranian mix, sits for a

A canine Christmas
portrait on Santa’s lap at PetCo in Great Falls, Mont.
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Ralph Arellano of Flint, Mich., waits to catch his

Lamp explodes, kills 1

KENT — A man who

placed a lava lamp on a
hot stovetop was killed when it ex-
ploded and sent a shard of glass
into his heart, police said.

Philip Quinn, 24, was found
dead in his trailer home by his
parents.

“Why on earth he was heating a
Java lamp on the stove, we don’t
know,” Kent Police spokesman
Paul Petersen said.

After the lamp exploded, Quinn
apparently stumbled into his bed-
room, where he died, authorities
said.

Police found no evidence of
drug or alcohol use.

Drag racing death

WESTMINSTER — A Put-
ney man who police said
was drag racing lost control of his
car and was killed along with two
others in a head-on collision.
Tyler Gilbert, 23, was chasing
another car when he crossed the
center line and struck a car driv-
en by Laura Sears Davis, 35, of
D i 1

Preparing to leap
Fall Festival in Flint.

Riley Arellano, 3, from the “Friendly Frog,” during the Applewood

Chlly afternoon

Nayeli Holguin, right, pulls the
hood of her coat over her face to
use as a shield against the cold
winds in El Paso, Texas. Nayeli
and her mother, Tomasa, were
waiting to board a bus.

o\
; invitati Billy Kasprytzki of Alma, Ark.,
Dinner invitation asks a white-fronted goose, “Do

you want some bread?” Kasprytzki and his wife, Kristi, were feeding
the waterfowl at City Park in Van Buren, Ark.

Six-year-old Nathaniel Syverson and his father, Kent, use a wagon

Bringing holiday home to haul home their family's tree froma

0 po-
lice.

Davis and a passenger, Brian
Davis, 46, were Killed as a result,
police said. A 3-year-old girl and
S-year-old girl, whom police de-
scribed as the Davises’ nieces,
were also in the car.

Vermont State Police said they
suspect alcohol contributed to the
crash. Senior Trooper Jonathan
Graham is continuing the investi-
gation and awaiting autopsy re-
sults.

Studying freshman life

ANNAPOLIS — In his

first weeks as a freshman
at St. John’s College, Roger
“Rusty” Martin missed two days
of crew practice. He feared the
coach might cut him from the
team, but he had legitimate rea-
sons: CT scans and a checkup
with his oncologist.

The 61-year-old was four years
removed from a battle with mela-
noma that nearly killed him.

Martin, the president of Randol-
ph-Macon College in Ashland,
Va.,, is the oldest freshman at St.
John’s — by four decades.

Martin went back to school this
year because he wanted to study
the freshman experience in a way
that would be impossible from
the president’s office. So he took a
semester-long sabbatical from
the top of the academic food
chain to dwell at the bottom.

Reasons for foster care

RICHMOND — A study
shows that thousands of
parents have placed their chil-
dren in Virginia foster care be-
cause they want their kids to get
mental-health ~ services that
would be otherwise unaffordable.
The report commissioned by
the General Assembly shows that
2,008 of the 8,702 children in fos-
ter care — or nearly one-quarter
— appeared “to be in custody to
obtain treatment.” The study,
which used data from the Depart-
ment of Social Services, is based
on children in foster care as of
June 1.
The report’s recommendations
to the General Assembly include
increasing funding for the Com-

tree lot in Eau Claire, Wis. Kent Syverson said the wagon tree transport has become a family tradi

Services Act, which is
designed to provide money for

mental health services for chil-
dren, and helping families access
private insurance for mental
health services.

Five killed in collision

MARION — Five people

were killed in an accident
on Interstate 57 near Marion,
state police said. A northbound
van from Chicago carrying a fami-
ly of four crossed the median and
struck a vehicle head-on, killing
everyone in the van and the driv-
er of the vehicle. The accident
closed the interstate for about
five hours. A third vehicle that
was behind the second one also
was hit. The six people in that car
were treated for minor injuries at
the scene, Minor said.

College alcohol ban

SEATTLE — Students at
Seattle Pacific University
voted overwhelmingly last spring
to ease the 113-year-old Christian
school’s alcohol ban, but adminis-
trators still don’t plan to do so.
The school bans any consump-
tion by students or faculty, even
off campus. Officials say the ban
promotes a healthy lifestyle.
Many students say the Bible does
not prohibit moderate drinking.

Health insurance guide

NY ALBANY — A guide for
consumers and physicians
to maximize health insurance cov-
erage for the growing problem of
obesity is scheduled for release.
“Focus On: Overcoming Obesi-
ty” will be available online
through the state Attorney Gener-
al's Office and was based on com-
plaints and concerns from con-
sumers to the office. Many con-
sumers simply give up trying to
navigate the forms and restric-
tions even if their health plan cov-
ers obesity treatment from coun-
seling and drugs to gastric bypass
surgery, said Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer.

Elephant retirement

SAN FRANCISCO — The

lone Asian elephant at the
San Francisco Zoo was moved to
a sanctuary for abandoned and
abused performing animals in the
foothills of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains.

But the American Zoo and
Aquarium Association says it
hasn’t accredited the refuge for
38-year-old Tinkerbelle, and may
refuse to renew the zoo’s accredi-
tation.

Victims reimbursed

BOSTON — The Clients’

Security Board, a lit-
tle-known arm of the state Su-
preme Judicial Court, returned
more than $2.4 million to 99 Mas-
sachusetts residents who were
victimized by bad lawyers, the
CSB reported.

The $2.4 million awarded this
year resulted from 26 lawyers
who defrauded clients.

Formed 30 years ago, the seven
attorneys who serve  five-year
terms on the CSB volunteer their
time to reimburse eligible clients
who have been defrauded. The
47,500 lawyers practicing in the
Bay State contribute $40 of their
yearly $220 registration free to
fund the CSB.

Stories and photos from wire services.
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Search engines competing for travel cash

Internet airfare booking boom has
‘aggregators’ pushing into market

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Like a lot
of frequent travelers, Kevin Pol-
lard relies on the Internet to save
money on airfares, hotel rooms
and rental cars. The quest gener-
ally took him to the Web’s most
popular travel sites — Orbitz,
Travelocity and Expedia — until
he discovered a new breed of spe-
cialty search engines that prom-
ise to dig up even better bargains.

“I am always looking for some-
thing that gets me the best deal
out there with the least amount of
effort,” said Pollard, 56, an inter-

Research estimates that 29.4 mil-
lion U.S. households will use the
Internet to book travel in this cal-
endar year, spending $53 billion
in the process.

Expedia, Travelocity and Or-
bitz have helped change the way
people book travel by deploying
sophisticated travel reservation
systems that quote prices from
most major airlines, hotels and

rental car providers.
“The online agencies really rep-
resented ‘Travel 1.0° because

they democratized the process of
booking travel and made it avail-
able to all of us,” said Phil Carpen-
ter, SideStep’s vice president of

nation:
who travels from his Metairie,
La., home every other week.

Pollard believes he got just that
with Mobissimo, which he used to
plan two recent trips. The San
Mateo-based company and other
so-called Internet “travel aggrega-
tors” such as SideStep, Cheap-
flights, Qixo, Kayak and Fare-
chase are hoping to win more con-
verts as people arrange holi-
day-season getaways.

“Many consumers are becom-
ing frustrated with the online trav-
el experience,” said Mobissimo
co-founder Svetlozar Nestorov.
“Our goal is to make it better.”

Millions of travelers turn to
their computers whenever they
plot their itineraries. Forrester

corporate . “The next
generation is represented by the
travel search engines. We're
“Travel 2.0.” "

The travel engines say they are
more consumer-friendly because
they crawl the Web sites of travel
suppliers more frequently, gener-
ating an even broader array of
choices.

After a selection is made, the
travel engines send people direct-
ly to the supplier’s Web site to
complete the purchase. They col-
lect referral fees from the travel
suppliers, but those commissions
generally fall about 50 percent
below the costs triggered by a
booking at three major online
travel agencies — a difference
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Surfing for cheap fares on the fly

Anew breed of travel search engines is competing with popular sites
like Orbitz, Travelocity and Expedia by linking consumers directly to
the Web sites of travel suppliers. Here’s a sampling:

Bt gty e

6 o o e —

L L
SOURCES: Web sites

that leads to lower consumer pric-
es.

San Francisco-based Qixo is
the only travel engine that charg-
es consumers to use its service.

Besides offering better prices,
the search engines say they pull
fares from suppliers that aren’t
represented by the major travel
agencies. Several travel engines
include fares from JetBlue in
their indexes. SideStep, the oldest
travel engine, includes the entire

EXCHANGE RATES

en
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AP

inventory of Southwest Airlines,
the industry’s longtime discount
leader.

Neither Southwest nor JetBlue
list their fares through the online
travel agencies — a void that has
prompted many consumers to
consistently visit three or four
travel Web sites to ensure they
are getting the best deal. The trav-
el search engines depict them-
selves as a one-stop shop that pro-
vides a totally transparent win-
dow into industry pricing.

The growth prospects of the
travel search engines look even
brighter now that Internet heavy-
weights Yahoo Inc. and America
Online Inc. are moving into the
space.

Yahoo bought Farechase for an
undisclosed sum in July and AOL
acquired a minority stake in Nor-
walk, Conn.-based Kayak last
month.

But not everyone is convinced
that the travel search engines are
bound for success.

Allhnugh they do offer a few

features, the travel en-

gines still haven’t proven they
will be compelling enough to over-

come the higher name recogni-
tion and deeper pockets of Expe-
dia, Travelocity and Orbitz, said
Forrester ~ Research  analyst
Henry Harteveldt.

The greater financial resources
of the big three online agencies
also give them the wherewithal to
launch their own search engines
if the upstarts become a threat in
the next three to six months,
Harteveldt said.

Recent market share data illus-
trate the uphill climb facing the
new travel engines. As of mid-No-
vember, the top six travel search
engines held a combined 0.42 per-
cent share of all traffic to online
travel sites, according to Hitwise,
an Internet research firm. In con-
trast, Expedia, Travelocity and
Orbitz held a combined 16 per-
cent share of online travel traffic,
Hitwise said.

SideStep believes Hitwise data
underestimate the usage of its
travel search engine, largely be-
cause its users must download
software to their computer desk-
top to find airfares. SideStep says
its software has been downloaded
more than 7 million times. The
company plans to launch a Web
version of its airfare search next
month. SideStep already provides
Web search of car rentals and
hotel rooms.

Meanwhile, the online travel
agencies seem intent on prevent-
mg the search engines from gain-
ing any more ground than they al-
ready have. Travelocity, Orbitz
and Expedia are becoming in-
creasingly choosy about which
search engines they allow to
crawl through the fares on their
sites — and even banned some of
the engines from using the data.

Mobissimo, for instance, only
obtains agency data from Trave-
locity while SideStep only pulls in-
formation from Orbitz. The
search engines say they still hope
to persuade all the online agen-
cies to share their information, ar-
guing that they can generate
more business for everyone in-
volved.

“The travel ecosystem is ex-
tremely dynamic,” said Mobissi-
mo CEO Beatrice Tarka. “We're
just scratching the surface of
what we hope to do.”

ound, which is ‘represented in
dollars-to-pouind, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

No matter how tight your bud-
get gets this season, avoid delay-
ing payment on any bills. While
it makes sense to get credit-card
bills paid quickly to dodge late
fees as high as $39, note that if
credit-card issuers see that
you're late on other bills, they’re
likely to raise your credit-card
rates.

“Even if you pay your credit

Why paying on time pays

card exactly on time, if you fail
to make any other payment —
say you don’t pay your phone
bill, you pay your landlord late,
you pay your mortgage late —
that nonpayment becomes an
event of default under your cred-
it-card agreement and they
bump up your rate to the high de-
fault rate,” debt educator Karen
Gross said, adding that creditors
routinely monitor credit reports
and other payment databases.
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Tangier

Moroccan city adds
spice to visitors’ lives

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

he jars in front of Sai'd Khayat are full of mira-
cles.
I At least, that is what he claims in his animated
15-minute medicine show before a crowd of
shoppers at Tangier, Morocco.
he oils, herbs, spices, powders and potions packed
into the clear containers are advertised to cure every-
thing from mlg'rame headaches to a slumping libido.

“And this,” he says holding a finely g'mund orange
mixture, “is good on meat or chicken.”

There is likely something for everyone on the table,
which is why spices from Morocco might be perfect glft
for the aspiring chef on your list.

In many Moroccan cities, hidden in the twisting streets
and alleys of the medina, visitors often can find shops
that offer an array
of spices, oils and
medicinal herbs.
Buyers can also
find spices poured
into cone-shaped
piles by street
vendors.

If you cannot get
to Morocco, many
spices are available
in grocery stores
and online. But it is
much cheaper to
buy Moroccan
spices in a place
like Tangier. And it is more entertaining.

In the heart of the city’s shopping district, Khayat
gives a quick rundown of the contents of each container
in several languages, depending on the audience. The
spice shop in Tangier is the final stop for many tourists
on one-day trips to the city from southern Spain.

The walls of the store are lined with dozens of jars of
different colorful powders, oils, leaves and seeds.

Khayat, wearing a white lab coat, stands in front of a
table with about two dozen jars of different sizes. Al-
though he tries to educate the group about the contents of
every jar, he is more amusing than enlightening.

Five minutes into his spiel, he sounds like a travelmg
salesman from the old vaudeville days. His proc]
tions about the powers of some of the substances sound
dubious, but he seems to know his subject.

He peddles oil that can rub away arthritis; a black,
mint mixture that eliminates snoring if sniffed; and a
liquid that wards off mosquitoes in a marshland. The
next jar he passes around could take care of that nagging
toothache. Another is alleged to be an aphrodisiac.

At least, that is what he claims.

While the elixirs spice shops sell might not do every-
thing or anything the vendors declare, there is no ques-
tioning the legitimate power of the culinary spices they
offer. Moroccan spices are renowned around the world
for giving food an extra kick.

Cumin and saffron are two of the most popular Moroc-

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes

PHOTOS BY SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Sai'd Khayat talks about the different spices, oils and herbs sold at a spice shop in Tangier, Morocco.

Women sell produce on the side of a downtown street in Tangier. Spices of all kinds are
found in shops and at market stands spread throughout the city.

can exports.

Cumin is an ancient spice that originated in Egypt. The
seeds are from a plant in the parsley family. It has a
strong aroma and a sharp taste. Mexican dishes such as
enchiladas often use it.

The smell of cumin dominates the streets of the medi-
na in Morocco because it is such a popular mgredlent
among food vendors and restaurants. The spice is often
on the Moroccan dinner table next to the salt and pepper.

Saffron typically comes in orange-red threads or
ground into a powder. It has a slightly sweet smell and
gives rice its yellow color in dishes such as paella.

It is the world’s most expensive spice, but buyers can
get it much cheaper in Morocco or Spain. In the United
States, saffron can cost 10 times what it is sold for in
Tangier. One ounce can cost more than $35.

The reason it is so expensive is that it can take as many

If you go

Numerous ferry
services operate from
Algeciras, Spain, to
‘Tangier, Morocco.

It’s best to have a
ucket before you ar-

The ride takes about
70 minutes and costs
about $50 round trip.

For schedules and
reservations: (+34) (0)
956-68-18-30, www.
frs.es/eng/index.
htm.

For information on
Morocco:
‘Www.tourism-in-
morocco. com.

— The Washington Post

as 250,000 handpicked purple saffron crocus flowers to
make one pound.

The good thing for thrifty chefs is that most recipes do
not call for a lot of saffron. In fact, too much could make
a person sick.

Buyers beware: Some sellers like to cut saffron powder
with other substances to boost the weight. One easy tip is
that saffron should be bright red and not contain any
yellow parts. Yellow saffron is bogus.

At the spice shop in Tangier, Khayat sells “real” saf-
fron.

At least, that is what he claims.

The blend of 32 spices seems to be the better buy.

“What’s it good on?” he is asked.

“Everything,” he says
E-mail Scott Schonauer a
Cenonaers @ estipes osdmi
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Christmas Markets

AUSTRIA

Austrian National Tourist Office
Web site: www.austria-
tourism.at

BURGENLAND REGION
Breitenbrunn: Dec. 3-5 and 17-19
Eisenstadt: Through Dec. 24

Halbturn: Saturdays and Sundays,
through Dec. 12 and Dec. 8

Lockenhaus: Through Dec. 12
Purbach: Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays, Dec. 3-12
CARINTHIA REGION

Gmiind: Dec. 2-24 with children's
Advent Dec. 4

Klagenfurt: Through Dec. 24
Spittal: Through Dec. 24
Velden: Through Dec. 21
Villach: Through Dec.24
UPPER AUSTRIA REGION
Linz: Through Dec. 24
Steyr: Advent weekends

Unterweissenbach: Advent week-
ends

Wolfgangsee: Through Dec. 19
SALZBURGERLAND

Salzburg: Through Dec. 24 in city
center and Mirabell Square

Oberndorf: Through Dec. 31

St Leonhard near Grodig: Satur-
days and Sundays Through Dec. 19

Koppl-Guggenthal: Saturdays and
Sundays Through Dec. 19

STYRIA

Komnberg Castle-Feldbach:
Through Dec. 23

Mariazell: Through Dec. 19
Aflenz-Resort Area: Through Dec.
24

Graz: Through Dec. 24

Farrach Castle-Zeltweg: Dec. 4-8
TYROL

Innsbruck: Dec. 19-24

Seefeld: Through Dec. 24
Rattenberg: Dec. 4, 12 and 18
Mayrhofen: Dec. 17-19

Hall in Tyrol: Through Dec. 24
Imst: Through Dec. 23

Kufstein: Advent weekends

Plangeross St. Leonhard:
Through Dec. 24

VORARLBERG REGION
Dornbirn: Through Dec. 23
Schwarzenberg: Through Dec. 19
Feldkirch: Through Dec. 24.
Dornbirn: Through Dec. 23
VIENNA

Vienna Rathaus Park: Through
Dec. 24

Spittelberg: Through Dec. 23
Schénbrunn Through Dec. 26
Freyung Through Dec. 23

BELGIUM

Web site: www.visif

CZECH REPUBLIC
Web site: www.cccr-info.cz

www.visitczech.cz
Prague: Dec. 4-Jan. 6

DENMARK

Web site: www.visitdenmark.
com

Arhus: Christmas in Old Town,
through Dec. 23

Copenhagen: Tivoli Gardens
through Dec. 23

Odense: Dec. 4-5 and 11-12

England

Web site: www.visitbritain.com
Bath: Dec. 2-12

Lincoln: Dec. 2-5

Sandwich: Dec. 4

Woodley: Dec. 5

Warwick Castle: Dec. 11-Jan. 3
Medieval Fair. (Addmission charged)

ESTONIA

Web site: www.visitestonia.com
Tallinn: Through Dec. 26, Raekoja
plats

Parnu: Raehoov Dec. 4, 11 and 18

FRANCE
www.franceguide.com
Mulhouse: Christmas market,
Through Dec. 29

Reims: Christmas village, Through
Dec. 2

Calais: Dec. 4-5, with parade 12

Antwerp: Dec. 10-23

Brussels: Marche aux Poissons
and Place St. Catherine, Dec.3-Jan.
2

Brugge: Through Jan. 2
Ghent: Dec. 10-19
Leuven: Dec. 8-12
Liege: Dec. 3-30
Mechelen: Dec. 17-19

-Mer: Dec. 11-12
Bruz: Dec. 4-5
Dijon: Dec 3-14
Nancy: Dec. 6
Provins: Dec. 67
La Ferte St. Aubin: Throughout
December
Laon: Dec. 10-12
Colmar: Christmas market,
Through Dec. 24

Riquewihr: Dec 4-19
Kaysersherg: Through Dec. 23,
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
Lyon: Through Dec. 24
Grenoble: Dec. 4-24

Metz: Through Dec. 24

Nancy: Through Dec. 24

Caen: Through Dec. 24
Amiens: Through Dec. 27
Rouen: Through Dec. 28
Toulouse: throughout December
Lille: Through Dec. 30

Troyes: Dec. 10-31

Nice: Dec. 10-Jan. 2

Saverne: Through Dec. 24
Selestat: Through Dec. 24
Strashourg: Through Dec. 31
Munster: Dec. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19
Brest: Through Dec. 24
Clermont-Ferrand: Dec. 2-26
Montbéliard: Through Dec. 24
Lorraine: Through 31 with special
St. Nicholas procession on Dec. 6
Besancon: Dec. 11-12
Ploermel: Dec. 4-5

GERMANY

Web site:
www.germany-tourism.de
Aachen: Through Dec. 20
Amberg: Through Dec. 23
Annaberg: Through Dec. 19
Ansbach: Through Dec. 24
Aschatfenburg: Through Dec. 22
Augsburg: Through Dec. 24
Baden-Baden: Through Dec. 21
Bad Kreuznach: Through Dec. 5
Bad Mergentheim: Dec. 16-19
Bad Miinster: Through Dec. 12,
Saturdays and Sundays

Bad Télz: Through Dec. 24

Bad Wimpfen: Through Dec. 14,
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays

Bamberg: Through Dec. 23
Bayreuth: Through Dec. 23
Berlin: Markets throughout the city,
including: Center, through Dec. 24;
Ct

Courtesy Vienna Tourist Board

Dec. 26; Reinichkendorf, through
Dec. 24; Spandau, through Dec. 23
Bernkastel-Kues: Through Dec.

Bonn: through Dec. 23
Braunschweig: through Dec. 28
Bremen: Through Dec. 23
Biidingen: Dec. 10-12

tz: Through Dec. 21
Through Dec. 19
larkets throughout city,

including:
Rheinpromenade, through Dec. 21;
medieval market at the Chocolate
museum, through Dec. 23;

by cathedral, through Dec. 23
Darmstadt: through Dec. 23

Deidesheim: Through Dec. 19,
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
Dinkelsbiihl: through Dec. 21
Dortmund: through Dec. 23
Dresden: through Dec. 24
Diisseldorf: through Dec. 23
Erfurt: Through Dec. 22

Essen: through Dec. 23
Esslingen: through Dec. 22
Feuchtwangen: Through Dec. 18
Frankfurt: through Dec. 22
Freiburg im Breisgau: through
Dec. 23

Freudenstadt: Dec. 3-12

Fulda: Through Dec. 20
Gaggenau: Through Dec. 4
Giessen: Through Dec. 20
Hamburg: through Dec. 23
Hanau: Through Dec. 22
Heidelberg: through Dec. 22
Heilbronn: through Dec. 22
Kaiserslautern: Through Dec. 22
Karlsruhe: through Dec. 23
Kirchheim unter Teck: Dec. 9-19
Koblenz: through Dec. 22
Ladenburg: Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays Dec. 3-19
Landsberg am Lech: Through
Dec. 12

Leipzig: through Dec. 22
Ludwigsburg: through Dec. 20
through Dec. 23

through

About this list

This year’s Christmas
market calendar was com-
piled by Stripes Calendar
Editor Karen Bradbury from
information from tourist
offices and Web sites. It is as
accurate as possible given
the information available at
press time. It will be updat-
ed in the travel section
throughout the holiday sea-
son. Special thanks to Elke
Herberger, public affairs
specialist at U.S. Army Eu-
rope headquarters in Heidel-
berg, Germany, for her
assistance with the German
market listings. Please
e-mail corrections or addi-
tions to travel@mail.estripes.
osd.mil.

Mainz: through Dec. 23
Mannheim: through Dec. 23
Memmingen: Dec. 4-22
Michelstadt: Through Dec. 19
Miltenberg: Dec. 3-5, 10-12 and
17-19

linich: Through Dec. 24, markets
throughout the city
Nuremberg: Through Dec. 24
Regensburg an der Donau:
through Dec. 23
Reutlingen: Through Dec. 19
Rosenheim: Through Dec. 23
Rostock: through Dec. 22
Rothenburg ob der Tauber:
Through Dec. 22
Riidesheim am Rhein: through
Dec. 19, Wednesdays and Sundays
Saarbriicken: through Dec. 22
Schweinfurt: through Dec. 22
Speyer: through Dec. 22
Straubing an der Donau: Through

23

Stuttgart: Through Dec. 23
Tauberbischofsheim: Dec. 35,
10-12,17-19

Trier: through Dec. 22

Ulm: Through Dec. 22
Wiesbaden: through Dec. 23
Wolfenbiittel: through Dec. 22
Wiirzburg: Through Dec. 23

ITALY
Website: www.italiantourism.
com

Bolzano: Through Dec. 23
Bressanone: Dec. 2-Jan. 8
Merano: Dec. 3-Jan. 7

Rome: Dec. 8 through Jan. 6,
Piazza Navona.

Venice: Dec. 6-24, Santo Stefano
Square

LUXEMBOURG

Web site:
‘www.luxembourg-city.lu
Luxembourg City: Through Dec.
24, Place dArmes
Esch-sur-Alzette: Dec. 3-24,
Place de la Résistance
Vianden: Dec. 18-19 Medieval
Christmas Market at the castle

SEE MARKETS, PAGE 28
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Your savings really add up with

CERTIFICATE SPECIALS

90"

14 Month
$1,000 min.

Other rates and terms available

Earn more with our great savings programs.

C us for

CREDIT UNION

Ansbach - Bamberg - Baumholder - Garmisch - Heidelberg - Hohenfel
Mannheim - Ramstein - Spangdahlem - Stuttgart - Vilseck - Vogelweh
www.servicecu.org
24 Hour Contact Center 00800-4728-2000

*Rates shown are Annual Percentage Yiekd, accurate as of 10/01/04 and subject to change without notice, Penalty for early withdrawal.
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Jerusalem Gate guards the entrance to the old town and the Christmas market of Biidingen.

Beautiful
Buadingen

Quaint town offers
quintessential
Christmas market

BY PETER JAEGER
Stars and Stripes

he smells of bratwurst, pine and Gliihwein.
The sounds of Christmas carols performed by a
brass band.
The sight of illuminated half-timbered houses.

Lights and laughter. Children’s glowing eyes. Christmas
bock beer and homemade cookies.

Biidingen, Germany, has all the ingredients of a typical
German Christmas market — Christmas presents and decora-
tions, Glithwein and wurst, Santas and angels, Christmas
tunes and merry-go-rounds, and an attractive setting in the
old town.

The old, medieval town, about 25 miles northeast of Frank-
furt, is one of the most attractive smaller communities in the
state of Hessen. It is a perfect place for a Christmas market,
set amid its many marvellous buildings from the 15th and
16th centuries. Its ancient, walled center is 700 years old, like
the castle dominating the town.

The castle, owned by the dukes of Ysenburg and Biidingen,
has always been a popular site for its own Christmas market
next to the public market of Biidingen. Held in the courtyard
and former stables of the castle, the duke’s Christmas market
is a well-received combination of medieval crafts, homemade
food and brew, and colorful presents.

Unfortunately, this year the duke is taking a rest and aim-

Looking like leftovers from Easter, color-
ful eggs higl t a chestnut tree at
Biidingen's Christmas market.

The warm colors of red and orange of a fire echo the sunset color:
market eat “Flammkuchen” in the courtyard of the castle.

ing for a new concept for the market. For 2005, the duke and
his wife are planning a Christmas market with classier gifts,
special events and a more aristocratic atmosphere.

But don’t worry. The fairy-tale atmosphere of Biidingen’s
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on the walls of Biidingen’s castle. Visitors of the Christmas

old town and its Christmas market is still worth a weekend
trip.

E-mail Peter Jaeger at:
jaegerp@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

If you go to Biidingen

WHEN: Biidingen’s Christmas
market is Dec. 10-12 this year.

FOOD: One of the specialties of
both the main market and the
duke’s market is a bratwurst
made from wild boar.

HOW TO GET THERE: To
drive to Biidingen, follow Auto-
bahn 3 past Frankfurt, direction
Niiremberg. Exit at the Hanauer
Kreuz and follow Route 43A past
Hanau onto Autobahn 66 toward
Fulda. Leave 66 at Exit 42 for
Route 457, about 10 miles to
Biidingen. The road leads to
Biidingen. The old town is pedes-
trian-only, and parking is avail-
able around the edges.

INFORMATION: Call or write:
Touristik Center Biidingen, Markt-

°®
Frankfurt

)
/ stutigart
| Munich

Stars and Stripes

platz 9, 63654 Biidingen; telephone (+49) (0) 6042-9637-0. Its fax num-
ber is (+49) (0) 6042-9637-10, and its e-mail address is

info@buedingen-touristik.de.

— PETER JAEGER

Alocal hunter demonstrates the
finger-licking taste of his brew,
“Glithwein.”
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Calendar

COMPILED BY
JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are the latest information
available at press time, but are
subject to change. It's wise to check
with the local tourist board to confirm
details of the event before traveling.

DENMARK

Telephone: (45) 33/111-325

Fax: (45) 33/93-4969

E-mail: dt@dt.dk
www.visitdenmark.com
CCOPENHAGEN: Opening of the city
opera, Jan. 15.

ENGLAND

Telephone: (44) 81/846-9000
Fax: (44) 171/563-0302
www.visitbritain.com

LONDON: New Year's Day parade,
Jan. 1.

FRANCE

Telephone: (33) 1/49.52.53.54
Fax: (33) 1/49.52.53.00
www.francetourism.com

METZ: Flea market, Dec. 12 (7

am.6 p.m), Dec. 18. Open 6
am.noon.

PARIS: International nautical fair,
Dec. 3-13.

DUNKERQUE: Camival, Jan.
15-26.

NICE: Camival, Feb. 11-27.

GERMANY

Telephone: (49) 69/97464-0

Fax: (49) 69/751-903
www.germany-tourism.de
HAMBURG: Dom, through Dec.
5. Fair.

MUNICH: Tollwood, through Dec.
KOLN: Camival parade, Feb. 7.
DUSSELDORF: Camival parade,
Feb. 7.

MAINZ: Camival parade, Feb. 7.

Let’s Go

BY JAYNE TRAENDLY

Stripes Travel researcher

Danish recipes

Unsure about trying a Danish
recipe without a recommenda-
tion? Try the Danish Tourist
Board’s newest online TV chan-
nel “Who doesn’t like a Danish?”

See and hear Danish celebri-
ties describe their favorite Dan-
ish dishes: Hollywood actress
Connie Nielsen, NFL legend
Morten Andersen and top mod-
els Lykke May Andersen and
Malena Belafonte.

The site includes recipes, too.

Go to www.visitdenmark.
com/danish.

THE NETHERLAN
Telephone: (31) 70/370-5705
Fax: (31) 70/320-1654

E-mail: info@nbt.nl
www.holland.com/uk
AMSTERDAM: PAN, Art and an-
tique fair, through Dec. 12. RAI

GOUDA: Gouda by candlelight,
Dec. 14.

DEVENTER: Dickens festival, Dec.
18-19.

ROTTERDAM: International film
festival, Dec. 23-Jan. 2.

SCOTLAND

Telephone: (44) 1463/71-6996
Fax: (44) 1463/71-7266
www.visitscotiand.com

EDINBURGH: Hogmanay, Dec.
29-Jan. 1.

CRIEFF: Comrie Hogmanay flam-
beaux procession, Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

SPAIN

Telephone: (34) 91/411-4014/6011
Fax: (34) 91/564-4988
www.tourspain.co.uk
BARCELONA: Jazz festival,

gypt Tweek EL 1050
Russia 1 week $ 1290
o

1. Patacstos Moace - Wi
full week sighseeing incl.
CRUISES ELI 399 .

Thanksgiving in
Istanbuls329up

5334 Los Angeles § 467
§ 280| Memphi ]

e 448|Washington
| o

Over 263 difierent destinatons within the U5

o

01805 988 333

Book online

www.abctravel.de

through Dec. 15.
www.the-project.net

SWITZERLAND
Telephone: (41) 1/288-1111

Fax: (41) 1/288-1205
www.switzerlandtourism.ch
KUSSNACHT AM RIGI: Clausjagen,
Dec. 3. Traditional event with
masks.

GENEVA: Féte de Escadale, Dec.

1-12,

WALES

Telephone: (44) 1222/49-9909
Fax: (44) 1222/48-5031
LLANWRTYD WELLS: New Year
walk in, Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

Best bet for the week

NETHERLANDS: Art and
antiques lovers won't want to
‘miss pAn Amsterdam, Hol-
land’s largest national art and
antiques fair, which runs
Sunday through Dec. 12.

Categories include paint-
ings, drawings and prints;
furniture; jewelry and minia-
tures; sculpture; silver; mod-
ern and contemporary art;
20th-century decorative art;
primitive and pre-Columbian
art; oriental and Asian art;
medieval sculpture; classical
antiquities, Egyptian works of

art, coins and medals; books,
manuscripts and maps; tex-
tiles, carpets and tapestries;
clocks and barometers; porce-
lain and ceramics; and arms
and armor.

The fair is open Sunday
through Saturday 11 a.m. to 7
p.m., Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Tickets cost 12.50
euros for adults, S euros for
children 12 to 18 years old.
For details, go to
www.pan-amsterdam.nl.

— JAYNE TRAENDLY
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Volksmarch

here are those walks that come
around each year that are classi-
fied as “must do” events. The
Metz Illuminée is one such event.
For the past few years, more than 11,000
marchers have hit the trail on this one
evening ... and those are just the folks
who purchased start cards. Does that give
you any idea how popular this event is?

Between the hours of
3 and 8:30 p.m., the
Famille Lorraine de
Metz-Borny holds its
12th annual Metz Illu-
minée, a torch walk
throughout the illumi-
nated city. The 10K
winds participants
through many of the
historical sites. Here’s
a rundown of what
you're most likely see:

* Porte Allemande (German Gate) —
Resembles a medieval castle with a
bridge, towers and 13th century gate

« Cathédrale St-Etienne — Illuminated
on a hill above the Moselle is one of
France’s tallest cathedrals. You'll see the
light shining through the stained-glass
windows. It's truly impressive! (Closes at
6 p.m.)

« Place St. Louis — A large Christmas
market with 90 wooden huts full of food
and items for sale. Musical performances
take place each night and there’s a chil-
dren’s carousel.

+ Esplanade — A beautiful garden in
which you'll find a smaller Christmas
market with wooden huts, a beer tent,
children’s carousel, outdoor ice skating
rink and an evening fireworks display.

Here are a few tips to make your illumi-
nated trip through Metz even more pleas-
ant:

« Even though it’s a “torch” walk (torch-
es are for sale at the start), stick with
flashlights because you will spend so
much time walking in the city.

* Think twice about taking a stroller.
Crowded Christmas market, cobblestone
roads, bone-jarring experience for the
little one ... need I say more?

« This event is just too crowded for the
four-legged family member; he’s likely to
be stepped on, tripped over and injured.
Besides, where will Fido “go” on a city
walk? Leave the dog at home!

« Don’t wear your best shoes for this
event. If it's raining, and part of the trail is
along the waterway, you and your shoes
will get messy.

« Finally, don’t forget to dress warmly
and in layers for the colder evening hours.

The event begins at the Complexe Spor-
tif Saint Symphorien. Arrive early as
parking will be extremely limited; the
club will expect between 60 and 70 bus-
loads of volksmarchers for the event.

Even though it may seem a little daunt-
ing, not to mention crowded, venture out
and join your fellow marchers in Metz
this Saturday; this is one event you don’t

Jennifer West

Listings come from brochures of events by the ional Federation of Popular Sports). These walks
are near U.S. military installations. More extensive lists are available at the IVV Web site: www.ivv.org.
Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference
stria

Krenglbach bei Wels Sat & Sun 0800-1300 F 10 Maschinenhalle Angel figurine NW of Wels
France
Herrlisheim Sun 0800-1400 F 10 Maison des Sports No award SE of Haguenau

Sat 1500-2030 F 10 Complexe Sportif No award Follow signs
Germany
Berlin Sun 0800-1100 BFX 5&10 Ev. Johannes-Stift B-medal NDS, Schonwalder Allee
Gollsdorf Sat 1000-1400, Sun 0800-1300 F 5&10 Turn- u. Festhalle ‘Snowman BWS, E of Rottwei
Géttingen Sat 0800-1300, Sun 0700-1300  F 6&10 Mehrzweckhalle Anniversary clock BWN, NE of Um
Holthausen Sat 1300-1530 BFX 5&11 Schitzenhalle -medal NRW, NE of Olpe
Holthausen Sat 1300-1430 BFX 16 Schitzenhalle B-medal NRW, NE of Olpe
Holthausen Sat 1700-1830 BFTX 5 Schiitzenhalle B-medal NRW, NE of Olpe
Huttigweiler Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1300  BFX 5,10, 20 litalhalle Christmas plate SAR, N of Saarbriicken
Ruhlkirchen Sun 0800-130( FX 6&10 Fest u. Sporthalle B-medal HE, SE of Stadtallendorf
‘Schwebheim Sat & Sun 0700-1300 BFPX 6&11 Sportheim B-medal FRU, S of Schweinfurt
Waging am See Sun 0800-1300 F 5&10 Vereinsheim No award MOB, SE of Traunreut
Winnenden-Hofen Sun 0800-1400 BF 5&10 Gemeindehalle B-medal BWN, NE of Stuttgart
Winterbach/Pfalz Sat & Sun 0800-1300 BF 6&10 Halle Christmas tea mug RP, NW of Bad
Kreuznach
Italy
Bolzano Vicentino Sun 0800-0900 F 6,10, 20 Plaza front of church No award NE of Vicenza
Colle di Pinzano Sun 0900-1000 F 6,12,16 Central ouvenir NE of Aviano
Orgiano ‘Wed 0800-0900 F 5, 15, 30 By school "Piovene” Wine, honey or food SW of Vicenza
Pavia 'Wed 0800-0900 F 6&13 See misc. notes Bottle of wine S of Milano
Pavia ‘Wed 0800-0900 F 21&27 See misc. notes Bottle of wine S of Milano
Pordenone ‘Wed 0830-0930 F 5&10 Plaza Calderari Souver S of Aviano AB
Pordenone Wed 0830-0930 F 21&28 Plaza Calderari S of Aviano AB
Zero Branco Sun 0900 F 5.7,11,17  Piazza Umberto 1/5 liter grappa SW of Treviso
Luxembourg
Itzig (1zeg) Sun 0700-1400 DF 5&10 Sportzentrum Patch SE of Luxembourg city
Netherlands
Meers Sun 0800-1400 7,15,22 Café de Villa Sticker N of Maastricht
Switzerland
Wil Sat & Sun 0800-1300 5&10 Berufsschule Stuffed animal W of St. Gallen
United Kingdom
Conisbrough Sun 0930 5&15 Hill Top Hotel No award SW of Doncaster
Old Sun 1000 10 & 20 White Horse No award N of Northampton
Reading Sun 0900-1000 5&10 112 Crescent Road ‘Souvenir -
Saffron Walden Sun 0900 10 & 20 Swan Meadow Car Park No award SE of Cambridge

GENERAL CODES:
- Awards from past events D - Shower/Wash facilities at start P - Music at start h:
available (B-medals) hal T - Evening/Night wulk carrya y Young-Walkm Tour or Bambi-
C - Bring a cup for free refresh- F - Free refreshment at control flashlight ni-Liga event
nments at the control points Ppoints. X - Award available while supply
GERMAN STATE AND REGION CODES:

BWN - Baden-| Wl)rﬂemberg Nord ken) NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin SAR - Saarland
BWS - FRU - (Lower Fran- NRW - Nordrhein-Westfalen SCH - Schwaben
FRO - Oberfranken (Upper Fun- en) NDB - Niederbayern SHH - Schleswig-Holstein/Ham-
ken) HE - Hessen OPF - Oberpfalz burg
FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Fran- ‘MOB - Miir - ir THS - Thiiringen/Sachsen

want to miss. Arrive early, and don’t for-
get your camera or videocam!

Miscellaneous short notes about this
week’s volksmarch events:

« A 16-inch snowman, holding a teddy
bear and ice skates and decked out in
winter attire, is the prize at Gollsdorf,
Germany. In commemoration of the club’s
30th volksmarching event, each walker
with a valid start card will receive a free
small present. If you're a regular partici-
pant of this annual march, take note that
Saturday’s start window is changing:

begin 10 am. to 2 p.m., with a 4:30 p.m.
finish. Sunday’s start time is 8 a.m. to 1
p.m,; the finish is 3:30 p.m.

« “Jimmy” will entertain the crowds
this weekend in Schwebheim, Germany.
However, no specific days or times were
provided in the brochure.

« Notes from Clark Soeldner, our Italian
walking expert: The last of the three Pinza-
no walks for the year takes place Sunday

d’Asio. Just past Campais, look for the
sharp turn to the right.

The 5.7K route at Zero Branco is for
children up to 15 years old. This event
begins at the Piazza Umberto on Via Dona-
tori di Sangue.

The Sede del Comitato di Quartiere
Pavia Nord, at via Acerbi 27, is the Pavia
start location.

in Colle di Pinzano al T Its
best to arrive early as this is a very small
town and parking tends to be “inventive.”
From Pinzano, take the road toward Vito

Christmas Markets

E-mail your comments and Volksmarch information to
Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.estripes.osd.mil. Write
her at: Volksmarch Column, Stars and Stripes, Bidg.
2899, Pulaski Barracks, APO AE 09227-3717 (MPS).

‘Web site: www.holland.com ‘Web site: www.polska-be.com Selkirk: Dec. 4-5
MARKETS, FROM PAGE 22 www.cracow-life.com

Arnhem: Dec. 11-12, Rijnhal Krak Th hth hD:

(ow: rou( Irou ecem-
NORWAY Deventer: Dec. 16-19 ot g hroug SWITZERLAN|
N Maastricht: Through Dec. 31 ‘Web site:

Web site: .
. no Castle: Thiough Dec.  SCOTLANI www.myswitzerland.com
Bygdoy: Dec. 5, 12 and 19 21 Web site: Basel: through Dec. 23

THE NETHERLAND:!

POLAND

'www.capitalchristmas. co.uk
Edinburgh: Throughout December

Bern: Through Dec. 24
Breggarten Dec. 3-5

Einsideln Through Dec. 5
Fribourg: Dec. 3-24
Geneva: Through Dec. 24
Montreux: Through Dec. 23
St. Gallen: Dec. 4

Willisau Dec. 3-5
Winterthur Dec. 2-22

Zug Dec. 9-12

Zurich: Through Dec. 24
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Russia .
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40s to, lows in the upper 30s to low
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lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Stavanger
44/34

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with rain
and isolated thunderstorms. Highs in
the upper 40s to upper 50, lows in

Mildenhall/ the upper 30s

! Lakenheath

4337 |

Ukrae France: Cloudy with isolated rain-
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in the upper 40s, lows in the low to
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FACES

opardy!” champion Ken Jennings, left, reacts to a right answer while being quizzed by talk show
host David Letterman on the “Late Show with David Letterman.’

ennings finally lost on Tuesday’s broadcast,

So long, Smartypants
Ken Jennings ended his record-shattering
74-show winning streak on “Jeopardy!”
during Tuesday’s episode. He earned
$2,520,700 — the most money ever
won by a TV game show contestant.

Correct Average One-day
answers wager winnings

2,613 out $3,799 Highest

of 2,848 on Daily $75,000*

attempts Double Lowest

5loutof 74} $7,727 $10,001 * show

in Final on Final Average record §

Jeopardy | Jeopardy | 3406581 |

Lnsmg “Most of this firm’s 70,000 seasonal
question white-collar employees work only
four months a year” ;yo0ig wH

NOTE: Data is through 74 shows. SHEUM

CBS/AP

Sources: King World Productions Inc.; tvgameshows.net AP

after becoming the biggest money winner in TV game show history, earning $2,520,700 over a 74-game run.

‘Jeopardy!’ whiz finally meets his match

BY DAVID BAUDER
The Associated Press

Jennings loses after 74 games, $2.5 million

“It’s not because things fell the
right way,” she said. “It’s because
he’s that good.”

NEW YORK —

remarkable run as the “Jeupar—
dy!” whiz, Ken Jennings is fa-
mous enough to be trailed by a
fan in the subway, is penning a
book and, of course, has
$2,520,700 in winnings to 'decide
how to spend.

What he doesn’t have anymore,
after his 74-game winning streak
came to an end in an episode tele-
vised Tuesday, is a chance to play
his favorite game.

“I miss it quite a bit,” Jennings
said.

“It didn't really hit me that that
was going to be the hard part.

“I thought the hard part would
be the loss.”

He seemed so invincible that
when California real estate agent
Nancy Zerg beat him, there was
an audible gasp from the audi-
ence.

As someone who always has
prepared his own tax returns, Jen-
nings was tripped up in Final
Jeopardy by this answer: Most of
this firm’s 70,000 seasonal

white-
four months a year

Zerg had the correct reply:
“What is H&R Block?” But Jen-
nings guessed Federal Express,
and he was a “Jeopardy!” loser
for the first time.

The final score was Zerg's
$14,001 to Jennings’ $8,799.

Even before that, she had need-
ed an unusual display of Jennings
fallibility to stay in the game. He
twice answered wrong on Daily
Double questions, which cost him
nearly $10,000.

Maybe that's why he paused,
ever so slightly, when asked Tues-
day whether he had lost or been
beaten. He then graciously gave
Zerg credit.

“It was a big relief to me that T
lost to someone who played a bet-
ter game than me,” said Jen-
nings, a computer software engi-
neer from Salt Lake City. “There
were no recriminations or re-
mors

Zerg, a former actress who

work only

lives in Ventura, Calif., said that
she psyched herself up before the
game by repeating to herself:
“Someone’s got to beat him some-
time, it might as well be me.”

Hanging out backstage with fel-
low contestants, she saw some
Jennings opponents had essential-
Iy lost before the game. She heard
one person say that it looked like
he was playing for second, and an-
other just wishing not to be humil-
iated.

“I heard another one say, ‘It's
no great sin to lose to Ken Jen-
nings,’ and they went in and lost
to Ken Jennings,” she said.

“I thought, ‘Thal s no way to
play the game.”

The loss is actually a distant
memory and was not really a se-
cret: The show was taped in early
September and news leaked right
away.

Video clips of his loss appeared
Monday on the Internet.

He combined an extraordinary
breadth of knowledge, uncanny

skill at sensing the precise instant
to ring his buzzer, and a sharp
competitive instinct hidden be-
hind his grin and polite manner.

It made many of the games bor-
ing. But “Jeopardy!” executives
aren’t complaining; ratings were
up 22 percent over the same peri-
od last season.

Jennings said he’d been think-
ing about walking away after
some future milestone — 100
wins, perhaps, or $3 million or $4
million in winnings. He said there
were about a dozen games where
one reply made the difference be-
tween winning and losing, and he
figured his luck would end soon.

“I'm actually cheering for some-
body to beat my record,” he said.
“How cool would that be? But, re-
alistically, I don’t think there’s
much of a chance .. So many
lucky things had to happen.

“Everything had to fall the
right way.”

Zerg, who found the whole ex-
perience of winning “surreal,”
scoffed at the false modesty.

‘The most rewarding part of his
experience, Jennings said, is the
number of times he’s been ap-
proached by young children.

“Maybe if's because they're
most awed by disposable celebri-
ty,” he said. “But I think there are
some kids who got the idea that it
may be a little cooler to know
stuff and to read and to learn. If
watching me on TV convinces
some kid that they’ve got some fu-
ture in knowledge, that would be
very rewarding to me.”

Meanwhile,  Kansas ~ City,
Mo.-based H&R Block Inc. capi-
talized on the chance for a little
publicity by offering him free tax
and financial services for life,
which Jennings accepted.

“If he had to lose, it was nice
that he lost to us and we could
offer him something,” David
Byers, senior vice president for
tax operations, said Tuesday.

Jennings will probably owe
about $1.04 million in federal and
Utah taxes on the winnings,
Byers said, citing preliminary cal-
culations by H&R Block.

Godzilla gets a Hollywood star

Godzilla finally received a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame, S0 years after he
stomped onto movie screens and hours be-
fore the premiere of his

latestflm, +Godailz
Final War:
Producer  Shogo

Tomiyama appeared at

mony Monday
outside Grauman’s Chi-
nese Theatre, where
the 2,271st star is locat-

ed.

“I'm here represent-
ing Godzilla. Unfortu-
nately, he cannot speak
English,” he  said.
“We're very excited he
is being honored in America.”

On screen, the fire-breathing sea crea-
ture was spawned by nuclear weapons test-
ing. He made his appearance in Japanese
theaters in November 1954 — while the
United States was conducting nuclear tests

Godzilla

in the South Pacific.

A version starring Raymond Burr made
itto theaters in the United States two years
later.

Shriver supports amendment

Maria Shriver believes there should be
an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that
would allow her husband, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, to run for president —
but she has her doubts that it will be enact-
ed.

“Forget about it,” California’s first lady
says in an article in the January issue of
Vanity Fair magazine, on newsstands
Wednesday. “It is not going to happen. The
process takes years, and this is as far as it

0es.”

She said there “absolutely” should be an
amendment that would allow Republican
Schwarzenegger and other naturalized citi-
zens to run for president. “We are a nation
of immigrants,” she says.

It would take two-thirds votes in Con-
gress and approval by at least 38 states to

adopt such an amendment.
Schwarzenegger, who was born in Aus-
tria and became a
citizen in 1983, has said
he’s interested in run-
ning for president.
Silicon Val-
ley-based group run by
a political supporter of
the governor has start-
eda Web site and begun
running cable television
ads  promoting an
amendment that would
allow him to do so.
Texas  radio
talk-show host has start-
ed raising funds for television ads oppos-
ing the change.

Shriver

‘Do They Know ..." again

A new recording of the 1984 charity sin-
gle “Do They Know It’s Christmas?” hit
British record stores, many of which
opened early in anticipation of large

crowds.

The single features artists including
Coldplay’s Chris Martin, former Beatle
Paul McCartney, U2’s Bono and Dido. The
recording will raise money for victims of
the ongoing strife in the Sudan, where fight-
ing has killed thousands of people and cre-
ated 1.8 million refugees.

HMV Records, one of Britain’s largest
music retailers, opened more than 200
stores an hour early, at 8 a.m., Monday and
reported strong early morning sales.

HMV and other retailers were selling
the single for $7.55.

The song retails for $2.82 at online dis-
tributors.

Apple’s iTunes, the popular online music
store, wasn’t carrying the single because it
declined to sell the song for more than the
service’s $1.50 base price. An Apple
spokesman in London declined Monday to
comment on its dispute with the Band Aid
trust over the cost of the recording.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Travel restrictions Yy

Recently a soldier aired some frustra-
tion regarding travel limitations imposed
on soldiers in Kuwait (“ ‘Locked down’ in
Kuwait,” letter, Nov. 25).

The soldier implied that our command-
ers have restricted movement in the
country under the guise of ambiguous
“security threats” assessed by what he
perceives to be an untrustworthy intelli-
gence community.

As a member of the command on
Camp Arifjan who receives current intel-
ligence reports daily, let me assure the
writer and all of our soldiers in Kuwait
that the travel restrictions are absolutely
necessary and that our commanders did
not make this decision lightly or was it
driven by a desire to pre-empt potential
behavioral problems. The safety and se-
curity of every soldier is our paramount
concern. The details of these threats in
this area of operation are real and avail-
able to any soldier in this command with
the proper clearance.

As to why civilians and others are al-
lowed to travel with fewer restrictions, I
‘would respond simply that these individu-
als do not fall under our command; how-
ever we do recommend they follow simi-
lar practices. These individuals are only
responsible for themselves, unlike the
Army leaders here. Good leaders under-
stand that soldiers need to have time for
recreation; that is why there are so many
facilities available here. The numerous
Morale, Welfare and Recreation facili-
ties throughout Kuwait are great places
for soldiers to unwind.

I would ask that the writer consider his
circumstances against those of many of
our soldiers stationed in Iraq in order to
better appreciate his situation.

Col. Brick T. Miller
C Area Support Group Kuwait
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Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

‘Mortaritaville’ is a misnomer

Several of us have been on Logistics
Support Area Anaconda during the time
the article “Daily attacks on base dubs it
‘Mortaritaville’ ” (Oct. 18) refers to, and
‘we just don’t see it the way the writer de-
scribes it.

I have been in the military 24 years
and my understanding of the terms used
in the article differ. So, to be just, I
looked them up in Webster’s New World
Dictionary:

M barrage: n. 1: artillery fire that holds
down the enemy while one’s army at-
tacks. 2: any prolonged attack.

M attack: v. 1: to make an assault; n. 1:
an attacking 2: any hostile action, esp.
with troops.

I don’t see any of this happening on
LSA Anaconda. We do get harassing fire
of one to two rounds, sometimes several
times a day; and we have had some casu-
alties, but this is what happens in situa-
tions like this. Compared to other bases
in Iragq, this is very low key.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

Also, another term should be consid-
ered when referring to the harassing fire
on LSA Anaconda: “miss” or “missed,”
as in, “They missed the base.”

M miss: vt. 1: to fail to hit something 2:
to fail to be successful 3: to misfire: said
as of an engine; n. a failure to hit, obtain,
etc.

Anaconda is a good base and will con-
tinue to develop into a great garrison en-
vironment. If units will stay in their lane
and do their mission, then the base will
improve and the surrounding areas will
come to enjoy the prosperity from having
this large base here.

Master Sgt. Darrell E. Weaver
Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Tribute to her family

It may be just a few weeks before
Christmas but, not surprising, this year is
lacking some of the usual holiday cheer.
1t been rough this year, being a soldier in
the middle of a war. As the holidays
creep through, we are missing our fami-
lies greatly as we think of them carrying
on the traditions we remember so fondly
in our memories.

This past Thanksgiving, I found myself
most thankful for my family, for their
greatest contribution of fulfillment in my
life: their love.

Would they ever understand the feel-
ings that are so warmly placed upon my
heart as I anxiously await and finally re-
ceive their package, letter or that simple
e-mail? Blessed is what I would consider
myself to be as part of this group of indi-
viduals.

It is always this same group in which T
have instilled such trust, as they show
me every day what loyalty really is. We
are not only connected through blood but
also through love, our life experiences
and the opportunity to grow together.

We have an understanding that con-
stant motivation and encouragement are
what it takes to pursue the rough mo-
ments and enjoy the good times, as well.

This holiday season, I, along with thou-
sands of other soldiers, cannot be home
with our families, but warm memories
are what keep us marching forward.

It is my family who every day help me
back on my feet. They brush me off, give
me back this motivation and courage I
need to have, and make me want to fly
for them.

Spc. Angelina Wiger
Camp Warhorse, Iraq

Raise gas prices last

I just read “Gas, diesel fuel prices
across Europe to rise” (article, Europe
edition, Nov. 30).

Irecall a couple of years ago when the
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
stated how it did have higher gas prices,
however, consumers could save on other
items such as diapers.

Well, I have an idea: If AAFES can sup-
plement prices from one product against
another, then how about raising the price
of alcoholic beverages and lowering the
price of gas?

1 consume alcohol; however, as with
baby diapers, only some consumers use
these products. But everyone with an au-
tomobile has to use fuel.

The prices of alcohol in America are
much higher than here at our on-post
shoppettes, but I'll bet that if a survey
were taken that asked would one rather
pay higher prices for alcohol vs. gas, the
answer would be higher prices for alco-
hol. That way, one could afford to drive
to work and not even have a hangover.

How about it, AAFES?

Charles C. Jones
Schweinfurt, Germany

Thanks for supporting Marines

1 am taking this opportunity to thank
the Department of Defense Dependents
Schools Europe principals and European
Area office, as well as the SHAPE Ameri-
can Elementary School staff for their sup-
port of the Marines in 3rd Platoon, Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment during this holiday season.

The DODDS principals and SHAPE
American Elementary School staff have
generously supported efforts to provide
many health and comfort items for the
Marines in the 3rd Platoon, who are fight-
ing in the western Iraqi desert. Such com-
mon, everyday things as toothpaste and
toothbrushes, packets of tissue, pens and
writing materials — as well as packaged
snacks — become luxuries in this isolat-
ed and war-torn environment.

The young men in Company B will not
be home for the holidays; however, they
surely are not forgotten by those of us
who are supporting them as they fulfill
their mission in support of a free Iraq.

Joseph J. Caruselle

Principal

SHAPE American Elementary School
Casteau, Belgium
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OPINION

Anchor’s move makes things Rather clear

s any professor of journalism will
tell you, television was once ex-
pected to put newspapers out of
business. That didn’t happen (for
which I am duly thankful), but it certainly
thinned the herd of af-
ternoon papers.

When I was learning
to read, the prestige
newspaper in Washing-
ton, D.C, was the
Evening Star — which
finally  disappeared,
' after years of limping

along, 23 years ago. TV
E news didn't replace
newspapers; but one
< look at USA Today, or
M a typical front page in
Anywhere USA, makes

its influence palpable.

It's two generations later, and we're wres-
tling with the effects of cable television and
the Internet. Both were expected to supplant
newspapers and, quite possibly, the
then-Big Three TV networks: NBC, CBS and

Philip Terzian

that
cable and the Internet have failed to influ-
ence the market. Television was first seen a
revolutionary tool for education; few antici-
pated its effect on politics. Similarly, cable
television and the Internet have sparked a
revolution in journalism that no one expect-
ed. And if you don’t believe me, ask Dan
Rather.

Last week Rather announced that he will
step down as anchorman of the “CBS
Evening News” in March, having served as
the network’s principal news reader since
1981. (He will continue to be a correspon-

dent for the popular “60 Minutes.”) In the
normal course of things, a 73-year-old’s deci-
sion to quit a job is not entirely unexpected.
But I am willing to bet that the decision was
not his.

Dan Rather has long been accused of polit-
ical bias, and the revelation that a sensation-
al “60 Minutes” story about George W.
Bush’s National Guard service was based on
falsified evidence was probably one uproar
too many for the network brass. Rather will
be on his way to retirement (or past it) from
anchordom when an independent inquiry
into the disaster releases its findings.

There isn’t enough space here to enter the
argument about whether CBS, ABC and
NBC — and most “mainstream” media in
America — lean toward the left. My own
view is that the evidence for it is substantial,
and the explanation is simple: For whatever
reason, journalism attracts more people on
the left than on the right, and its institutional
watchwords and biases are tilted according-

ly.

But the fact is that Dan Rather has tended
to aggravate right-wing nerves more consis-
tently than his colleagues at ABC (Peter Jen-
nings) and NBC (Tom Brokaw), and when
that “60 Minutes” story was broadcast, the
dam finally burst. Cable TV (especially Fox
and MSNBC) and the Internet, in particular,
exploded with dissenting views, pointed
questions, contrary evidence and credible al-
legations of fraud.

In the good old days, such anger and frus-
tration would have been largely impotent,
widely scattered, and safely ignored by CBS.
No longer. The clamor on the Internet soon
migrated to cable TV and grew so insistent
that the “mainstream” press could no longer
afford to ignore the noise.
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If this were 1969, and not 2004, CBS might
have reacted as it did when its famous docu-
mentary, “The Selling of the Pentagon,” was
criticized for deception and multiple errors.
Citing a combination of the First Amend-
ment, the people’s right to know and profes-
sional self-regard, CBS airily dismissed its
detractors and stood by its story. But that
was 35 years ago. Jonathan Klein, a former
vice president of CBS News (and the new
president of CNN), derided bloggers as guys
in their pajamas surfing the Net, and Rather
cited “partisan” critics, adding that “if any

definitive evidence to the contrary of our
story is found, we will report it.” Finally,
they did, sort of — two weeks after everyone
else had done so.

As far as journalism is concerned, this is
not to say that cable TV and the Internet are
unmixed blessings. But the mortification of
CBS, and Dan Rather’s timely retirement
from anchordom, affirm a familiar truth:
Competition pushes journalism — like any
product — to higher standards.

Philip Terzian, The Providence (R.1,) Journal's
associate editor, writes a column from Washington.

Senator knows most Floridians side with Scouts

n their collective group-therapy ses-
sions, Democrats should pay attention
to how their only major officeholder in

Peter A. Brown

the nation’s key battleground state is
trying to survive politically.
sole statewide-elected
emocrat in Florida,
way to get re-elected in
2006 is to side with the
gays and the American
Civil Liberties Union.
- choice to me, but one
/4 assumes in Democrat-
\ much angst. However,
Nelson is just learning
who had the genius to confront Democratic
interest groups when they stood between
the polls.

These are many of the folks who fret
the war in Iraq or think the country is on the
wrong track, but don’t think Democrats
Bush is in the White House and the Republi-
cans control Congress.
icans think the Democrats often hang with
the wrong crowd and that, in the inevitable
choices because of those friendships. He re-
alizes the best way to dissuade voters of that
brace a sworn enemy of those very same in-
terest groups.

Scouts resist efforts by the loony left to re-
strict the group’s abilify to function.

Sen. Bill Nelson, the
has decided that one

Boy Scouts against

Seems an obvious

ic circles it has caused

from the master: William Jefferson Clinton,
him and the middle class — and victory at
about the Bush economy and worry about
share their values. That's why George W.
Nelson understands that millions of Amer-
political conflicts, the party has made poor
notion, at least in his case, is to publicly em-
That's why Nelson is trying to help the
And let’s not be overly cynical here. The

political benefits to Nelson are apparent to
anyone with a brain, but he deserves credit,
too, for deciding the Scouts’ good works
make them worth

allegation that the government was engag-

ing in religious discrimination because

Scouts must acknowledge the existence of a
ian) supreme being.

The U.S. Supreme Court has told the
ACLU it can’t make Scouts accept homosex-
ual leaders or stop them from requiring
Scouts to believe in God. Talk about sore los-
ers! Since then, the ACLU and allied groups
have sought to nitpick the Scouts to death.

Lefty groups have pressured charities to
cut off money to the Scouts, and allied law-
yers have looked for every excuse to cause
trouble for them.

The ACLU & Co. don't like that the Scouts
exclude gay leaders for young boys and re-
quire that members believe in God. In red
states, these notions are as American as
apple pie.

Last month, the Pentagon agreed to warn
its military bases not to directly sponsor
Scout troops. The military did it to settle an

In the ACLU worldview, that is a gross
violation of the rights of atheists and, per-
haps more important, it symbolizes a
mentality the group would like to see ban-
ished from our shores.

Nelson ... gets an A for understanding his
constituents — the same folks Democrats
need to win national elections. ...

Nelson has embarked on a tour of Florida
in which he is meeting with Scout organizers
to assure them that they will continue to get
indirect military help in their efforts. He
tells them that military personnel still can
sponsor Scout troops on their own time and
use military bases for meetings.

And he introduced a resolution urging not
just that the Pentagon support the Scouts,
but that it fund their jamborees. The resolu-

tion passed the U.S. House of Representa-
tives 391-3, with the only dissenting votes
from Democrats with the safest of seats. Nel-
son says that if the resolution doesn’t work,
he'll get the support enacted into law.

Nelson is taking a page from the gospel of
winning elections in the South laid down by
Clinton. In 1992, Clinton picked a fight with
Jesse Jackson to demonstrate his indepen-
dence from black leaders who historically
have been strong Democratic supporters,
but whose policies and personalities have
often alienated the much larger number of
white voters. ...

We'll see if Democratic activists hold Nel-
son’s cozying up to the Scouts against him. If
they do, the Republicans will be thrilled to
see even more Democratic political correct-
ness. As they say in treatment, the first step
toward rehabilitation is admitting the prob-
lem.

er A, Brown is an editorial page columnist
for the orlando (Flan Sentinel.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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exhaustion, but other than

Figure out what ’s really bothering

Club roast! Be careful not
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in touch with your inner
royalty. Make a gesture
appropriate to the day.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 2). Your
dogged determination in
previous years will pay off
this year! Watch your origi-
nal ideas bear fruit. Continu-
ing to encourage people around you
is key to making the most of im-
proved finances through March.

4

to let the fun get out of
hand.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You're a
fanatic practitioner of fair
play, feeling that if you
don't make sure every-
one is getting treated
correctly, there could
potentially be a problem.
To avoid resistance to your ideas,
give credit wherever possible.
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Across 60 Did laps 23 Follow
1 Subtraction result 61 R:-N.s specialty relentlessly
(Abbr) 27 Prohibit
4 — Raton, Fla. Down 29 Golf tactic
8 Use fingerpaints 1 Condensation 30 Spike the punch
12 Immigrant's study 2 Sorta (Suff.) 31 Basin accessory
(Abbr.) 3 Change your 33 Lands
13 Prior nights mind, maybe 35 Atl. counterpart
14 Fashion reporter 4 Tenet 38 Nothing
Klensch 5 Eventual aves 40 Money
15 Car-crash injury 6 “— Magnifique” 43 Necessities
17 Doggerelist, e.g. 7 Campfire remains 45 “Mayday!"
18 Luau bowlful 8 Spreads out 46 “How silly of me"
19 Bank staff 9 Lotion additive 47 Big name in scat
21 Talented 10 Addict 48 Campus bigwig
24 Paulo preceder 11 Nuttyasa 49 Interminable
25 Every last crumb fruitcake 53 “— picture paints
26 Watch pocket 16 Cauldron 1,000 words ..."
28 Interval of 20 Varnish ingredient 54 Pussycat's
recurrence 21 Chutzpah partner
32 Lahr role 22 Pelvic bones 55 Xmas abbr.
34 Diastema )
« " Answer to Previous Puzzle
36 “Pygmalion
writer
37 Bolivian city
39 Uncultured
41 Rocks, at the bar
42 Director Burton
44 Friendly spirit
46 Mama's boy?
50 Calendar pp.
51 Sub in a tub
52 Careless
56 Blueprint
57 Bean curd
58 Buy now,
pay later
59 Lacking, in Lyons
12:2 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: CONCERT PIANISTS
MIGHT ALSO BE GOOD CHE PLAYERS.
THEY'RE BOTH GRAND MASTERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equal E
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Women: Check entitlement options

Dear Abby: You missed the
mark with your advice to “Sad
in the South,” the woman who
said she was miserable in her
35-year marriage to “Homer.”
She said she was afraid her
“small pension” was insufficient
to support her if she
divorced him. You ad-
vised her to get a volun-
teer job that might turn
into a paying position.
Abby, after 35 years
of marriage, that woman
is entitled to a signifi-
cant portion of her hus-
band’s “very nice annu-
ity” and any other bene-
fits he will receive. She
should consult a lawyer
specializing in family
law about her rights, if
she’s as miserable as she says
she is, and then divorce him.
Life is too short. She has al-
ready missed 35 years of it by
staying with a man who made
her so unhappy.

— California Lawyer

Dear Abby

Dear Lawyer: In my own de-
fense, I felt that volunteering
would get the woman out of the
house and give her enough of a
boost that she would feel better. I
was surprised at how man
readers disagreed with me. Read

on:

Dear Abby: That
woman needs to edu-
cate herself about the
laws governing pen-
sion plans and Social
Security, and the best
way to do it is to see a
lawyer. Then, like me,
she may learn she has
more coming to her
than she thinks.

1 not only have
enough money to get by, I have
enough to enjoy things I never
would have experienced with
my husband. I live comfortably
in a retirement village where T
pay according to my income,
and I'm enjoying the new
friends I've made here. I was

granted half my husband’s pen-
sion, half the savings and stocks,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

JUMISLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

First separate
whites and colors

and all of the items.
After his death a few months
ago, my Social Security in-
creased, so I went on a cruise
with friends to celebrate. Every-
one says my happiness is what
killed my husband, who died an
angry and bitter man.

My life has become a para-
dise, and everything I have
dreamed of has come to pass.

— Finally Happy in Indiana

Dear Finally: It appears you're
sitting in clover, while your hus-
band is lying under it. T don’t
know what he did to you that
makes you take such joy in the
circumstances of his death, but I
wonder if the punishment fits the
crime.

P.S. One woman to another: It

isn’t nice to gloat.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should b
bby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

STD leaves marriage on the rocks

Dear Annie: vy
husband and I have been
married for 19 years.
During this time, he has
had a series of what I
term “inappropriate
relationships” with
women. He seems to
have some deep need to
rescue them. Although I
thought his time would
have been better spent
with his family, I never
believed anything sexual
was going on.

Last fall, I went to the gynecol-
ogist and was horrified to learn I
had a genital wart. It was surgi-
cally removed, and there have
been no symptoms since. I have
never slept with anyone but my
husband. He swore up and down
that he hadn’t either, but he
refused to go to the doctor. I gave
him an ultimatum — get tested,
give me some explanation or no
sex. A year later, we're still at an
impasse.

1 can’t believe my husband
would lie to me about something
so important, although I know he

Annie’s Mailbox

has lied to me about
other things. We may
be headed for divorce,
and I feel like no other
man will ever want me
now. It's so depressing.
Is it possible to carry
this sexually transmit-
ted disease for years
without having symp-
toms? My doctor thinks
‘my husband is lying.
What do you think? T
don’t know whom to
believe.

— Diseased in North Carolina

Dear N.C.: It’s true that this
virus often has no symptoms,
especially in men, and can re-
main dormant for a long time.
(For more information, contact
the American Social Health
Assn., P.O. Box 13827, Research
Triangle Park, N.C. 27709,
ashastd.org.) However, that
doesn’t mean your husband is
telling you the truth. Any man
who'd rather give up sex for a
year than be tested is likely
trying to hide something. It's
time to see a marriage counselor
and get to the bottom of this.

Dear Annie: 1 had a dinner
party with several couples and
set out a platter of veggies and
dip. To everyone’s horror, one
couple kept double-dipping their
veggies. How can some people
not know that you're not sup-
posed to put food in your mouth
and then back into the dip? Ev-
eryone else backed away from
the food.
‘Would it have been wrong to
point out their faux pas to them?
— Montreal, Quebec
Dear Montreal: Yum. Dou-
ble-dipping is a good way to
transmit germs, and spoons
should be provided so people can
dish some dip onto their plates. If
a guest “forgets” to do so, say,
“Oh, I must have forgotten to put
out a spoon for the dip. I'll just
whisk this away and bring a
fresh container.”
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Witchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
iesmail write

| TOSOP

€2004 Tribuns Media
Al Rights Reserved.
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L

LEMDEY

ervices, Inc

Ol

o e o
X [ ]| gmaednes
DO LAUNDRY.

—,
HOKOUN

Now arrange the circled letters to

form the surprise answer, as

O I I [j by the above cartoon.
(717200 720 7 7 a7 1Y
answerwere:”( Y X X X X )
A A A A AN NN 4

{Answers tomorrow)
WOMEN  QUEST ENSIGN  ICEBOX

She went on a diet because she was —
“BIG" ON SWEETS

Yesterday's | Jumbles:
Answer:

Family Circus

12-1
@a0ne i Keane
e byving Femures 5y

to: Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFETY

Dennis the Menace

“You have to be strong to use an
unabridged dictionary.”
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L Through pationce and training, Profe:
. o Carmichael belioved he was one of the few
“WHEN DENNIS COMES IN THE FRONT DOCR... = scientists who could freely visit the ™~
PEACE AN QUIET GO OUT THE BACKDOOR." = dangerous Wakendas, . 1
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STRIPES SERVICE

DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-8203
or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Attorneys 886 |T
T

Attorney Joe Maiss
Full Service Law firm
US & Germen Divarces.
Emplaymen & Persanai
T, Probats, TananLandio Disputes:
email: maiss@hd-law.de

Office: Heidelberg Tel: 06221-727-8595
LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
U’S. Attorney at Law

Specializing since 1960 In U.S. Federal
Employment Law, Administrative Boards,
Parednal injery and Modical Malbractice, Tort
Claims, International Contracts and
Immigration Law.
Darmatater Landsira 183, 60508 Frankiurt am Main
ot 00108y 73 78 79 Fae: (06109, 79,96 33

|
Fly To The States for as low as

299 Euro

Round Trip incl. Tax!
call toll free 0800-5878359
L]
Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00 Wl of
52.09:00 - 13:00 v TUl

Law Offikes|[Datid Court
[Phone: (069) 30 10 72 || Fax: (069) 30 12 68|
. Court@ T-online.de i Franktue, Germany
;

" \CALLTODAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237) !
Weekend & Evening Appolntments Avaisble

s USAF + Universty of Marylnd

Internet Services 600
= DSL and Cell service now
Pifner in Ty and Germany

+ DSLFLAT RATE

+SAME DAY ACTIVATION
ALLSERVICES AND

~SUFPORT IN ENGLISH

R call us: 06221-750050

B fax us: 06221.7500855

3 e-mait postoffice@pjsnet com
e Visit: www st com

INT RNIT ACCESS
o www.greennet.de
DSL Flat Rate €29.90 %

Unlimited Time & Volume or

Internet Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
1

Buy Stripes this Sunday and

every Sunday to get your scene!

TRAVEL sFan;
REISES Ao @

ABC

..

ding
™ mm.vll!m mwnm!nmum
ww.abctravel.de

Discount Flight Far
Renta Car -

Super Specials World Wide
All Airlines
sm:'mIslMilmyF-m

Last Minu s rnund the World

CaIIChrlsllne 06202 -270624
i Military Travel International

Over a millon airfares worldwide
Aschflenburgest 64 o 63457 Hanou
fox: 06181-906690 » e-mail: mii@mtitrovel de
Call 06181-906690
Mon-Fii: 9 am.- 6 pm.  Sat: 1 am.-2pm
www.mmrnvel de

=
e

660

Long Distance
2 Service
0
Buy
Stripes this On/Off Base
KUWAIT Cell:
Sunday Via DSN Optr:
and every SPAIN:
PORTUGAL:
Sunday to TURKEY:
get your
scene!

Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!

THE Lowest Phone Rates to the USA (48 States)

20c
5.9c
7.9¢
9.9c

Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
Credit Card | US Bank Debit!
Itemized Monthly Biing!
24/7 Live Customer Support

0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
900-961-539
1-402-392-7513
info@militel.net

Transportation

INTERGLOBAL Slup'?ing GmbH|
Specilzed Shipping offrom the US & Canada

fousehold Goods, Personal Belongings

Contact your Pro’s at the Docks todayl
info@interglobalshippingde
www.interglobalshipping de|

Tel 0421) mssu Fox (04217340 £565

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING AGENCY
Sramne i PCS WITHOUT STRESS!
i Ship Cars/Contain
WMWW to/from U

SA
Vit ur web st for

DISCOUNT FLIGHT
Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
[ www.flyusave.com

ph: 0180-5007427

EH. Harms GmbH & Co.

U7,

<o
Ygf
oo™

An den Sportplatzen 810
D-64545 Waldorf (Frankiur)
emaituciassen@mal arbarms do
ol 6105 45551 s anharms oo

oA
o
SRt

Call 24he ACS now for detsite: [ RLELIRTY

STANDARD ISSUE

MEETS A NEW STANDARD

estripes.osd.mil

Tax Assistance 940

Sure, you could get
your refund faster.
When the IRS gets a drive-thru.
File ebectronically with our
Rapid Refund service and get your
refund in half the time.

H:sR BLOCK:
Audi-Diese| S & Landstubier Str 6
15364 Giessen 66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach

STARSHSTRIPES,

Tek: 06371

wdwighcher Str 1356
64285 Damstadic

617411
achaffenbarger Str 66
63457 Hanau
Tk 061 794514780

T 05151685020

Financial Services 904

Worldwide Loan Services for active
.S Military. Call toll free:

Germany DB0Dyesloan Italy/ Belgium DIHUDyusInans

USA 167Tomaiusa  or go 1o wewyesomni.com
OMUN )™ o

. 7

LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
$700 - $15,000

USLOAN

For E-Z Online Service, Vi

WWW.US
Tel. (049) 06371-172 63
E-Mail: USLoansramstein@aol.com
Toll Free Tel, 0800-USLOANS (875-6267)
Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Open ALL Holidays
semssome

7
——— What's your scene?

MUSIC
[FooD] gosse®=>
”

S

STA RS STRIPES
Buy Stripes this Sunday and

ur Hometown Newspaper

every Sunday to get your scene!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

.eo it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS 1

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES TD PLACE AN AD

24 hour e-mail & (Phone Service 8:30 a.n. - 5:30 pm.)
E-mall: clasad @ matkastripes.osd.mi

Fax: Germany 06155-601-376

Phone: CIV 061

55-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Toll Free In Europe: Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 Spim' '900-958304

UK.z 08 8777
Customer Service: 08155-601437 or DS

. 800-780265

r DSN 349-8437
BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN W LY,
820

MONDAY, DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADANS AT CIV: 06155601203 or DSN: 34
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSTFIED ADVERTISING [()UPON

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY iC14 lines/4 days @ $20  [14 lines/7 days @ $30  [1 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

Your Name Phone #:

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES Addres

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §  Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). § Category # Run Date(s)

3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § M T
1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property L ]
for sale, up to two major items such as 2 boat, motor vehice or home. Commercial Rates apply to T S S S S S S N RS S S N S R R R
property and/or merchandise for ren and commercial operations, Employment Rates apply fo
Sobs Ofred and o fis, or Commercl o Employment Rt ifonation conact trs e Casfed Y Y
= Payment i required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment incude: sm Fayiment to;
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the amgnma deadline, ‘Address International Address
it wil begin running the nect avalable cay. Please allow one extra day for al Federal holcay: Erm.ﬁiﬂnds::rs & s |pn iment  Guropean Stars & Stripes

assfied ad ines incude approximataly 25 characters (his includes spaces) per ine. assified Advertising Department assified Advertisin

8 Classified ad nes Incluce approrimately 25 charactes (ts nclines spaces) per | Unit 29480, APO AE 89211 Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change to an ad Is four business days pror to it date of publicaton. 1 the resporsbility of the advertiser to contact European Stars & Stripes Cassiied on the fist date o publication to correct erfors. 1f the ad has a typagraphical erar, that does ot

affect the integral value of the ad, ie.e., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bol,

additional day. Stas & Stripes reserves the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inapproprate for pubishing. ALl classified advertisements are non-refundable,

talicized incorrectly; it willbe cortected, but no makegood will b given. Incortect phone numbers, wrong price, wiong dates, make or madel lsted incorrecly will result in a makegood for one

Announcements 040 | Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Sport Utilty Vehicle 172 _ | Jobs Wanted 640 | Pets 820
|7 |-German 142 _ |- Germany 142 | - Ital _
~Sermany Ssermany -y Frd g 02 7 o |y vt ,,,‘,,G,,.,. ;mk QK regisered  Minature
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Need a Good car or wan 1o seh | $02C, 88K km, sver mel new | plaz¢s BARec% Gl 'S Sl % | calGorosteosest | g, SSITR, AR5 | avalabie, “mate- s fomale
SHOP AT ||, o crecuson 5’02 ity 5300180 0N T Bt PO 00 % | e healh garanied. Al shos nt
"APOHQ.com: Shop Secure! e o o 2, B30 03, pe._pais@yahoo.com " | 38l dwa. cul &6 ciee chr. STk s, ol
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Announcements

jsed cars from $700 to $3000

WWW.OCONUS.COM
for d !

s ti e il
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8508602

Just in time for winter
stacy adams madison
boots, known as the
old man comforts
colors in navy blue,

Announcements 040

| Pottery, Crystal, Porcelain & much more | | ISR
| Fair price - Best quality Sizes8to 14
e i e At BB i For More info call:

$42,995

Tel.: (0931) 2008480
(09721) 675 27 35 / (09721) 803013

www.militarycarsales.org

040

Harley Davidson
‘03 Anniversary Edi
ol dir. maint. 2 hel
ol waranty though 1

Ma(ovcycles

0107, ask.
ing $9500. Call 06995-637660.

e s, o o Py

Kinds. Info a Kty tand.com

164

oxers & Rotwoller, pure-bred,
el poss, 0046 Sais 5% of
puppies @wp.pl eurd

Computers 360

s T

Phone: 0700 2832 2255
www.goarmypc.com

i ol 06521380408

B NO I.'vO NEY DO\‘.N'
» LOW PARITERITS

TiRbask Sopascate § 5900 - groDod™ _—
= N;;ncdawgv:de 529 0%)9%5&?3 Jobs Wanted 640 “% B00HighTech.com

01758213604 [ R L IS R I
61752831403 or 0160-5645608 | S@IWeISPCSings . W area,

2003BMWX54.4L  $24,99

Specs

CUSTOM COMPUTERS

1
[, financed,
P

Maria 0170.6764796

5 2003 BMW 325i Sport

7
$26,995 2004 BMW 325Ci

Sport Pkg, Sunroof
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|
Jobs Offered 630 | Apartment Unfurn 856 | Resume Service 928 | Services Offered 952 _ | Travel 1000 87

Panasonic Military Sales

We are now recruiting for account sales representative
positon in the Wuersburg siore Applying individuas
ot b o poaston of ey o iy sponsord
ID card. If int "l 09843 98635, ax (9813 95659
or el (refmed method) depanasonicmilsol.com

I
HELP WANTED! |_H
Experienced tax preparers
needed at H+R Block Darmstadt,
Hanau, Giessen and Ramstein.
Call Frank Clemons: 06055-82880

AUTO GLASS CO.

R i

tonechip
umgmumpc st be 0 cordhoder

jTel Germany: 06217901063 or
:info@goautoglas.com

www.goautoglas.com \

Unit Movement Training Instructors
Central Texas College is currently accepting resumes for
instructors o teach Unit Movement Training,

The wovemment will be conacing out the Uit
Movement T arthe 7° ATC
TC) in Vilseck.
ek ad vceds s o

ing Couses onducid

g
H
z
EE
S8

these courses
Inersted prsonel plese conat, CTC.
Kindred, Unit 28038, APO AE 09112 or DSN 476-
35557812 Civian Tek 09663-83-28852943 or
Email: garykindred@europe ctcd.edu.

Atin Gary R

JomTHE
STARSKASTRIPES
TEAM TODAYE

GRAPHIC ARTIST
‘Cutoff Date: NIA.
Closing Date: Unil Filed

REPORHLR/PHO [OGRAPHER

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
si

029 per hous
LABORER
$5.51 por hour

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANT

Si900-572000
OPEN UNTIL FILLED.

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN
$21.000-523.000

OPEN UNTIL FILLED

How To Apply
Online: bitp /v, chrmahqusareur.army.
Email Resume

Send Resum

Fax Resume:

InPerson

Civiian: 011 +49 0)6155-60145207
DSN; 3495433207

Buy Stripes this Sunday and every Sunday to get your scene!

Modar StudioApr dea forono
person, 5 min drive from Rnein

Hiain'AB available 1 Dec, cal
0171-3656220 leave msg

RESUMES CAREER
COACHING, Service
wwnw.polishedrosumes.com

Tel: 09335907648

Do you need Help Hauling TV
Fumiture etc. | can Haul it ail
call for _Quole
0152.02150641

U | 330ur PP, DBL

*CHRISTMAS IN GARMISCH"

dogs welcome. 08824-9120

XXL App. Fum, Kitch, 4 Bed: Winuforeihas-oberau do-
foom, Garage. hear Idstin, 20 forsihaus operan o
min o icsbaden, Euro 1000 + Aot Spain Costa Del Sol

Satellte Television 932

Sporting Goods 980

TOTALGYM _exercise o
ment. exel. cond. 8e"s

1.+ deposit. call 06126-4694.

Apartment Furn 860

275 wi + 497118828405

‘ |
Adventist Miitary Worship Services in Europe

Join us for worship at (Pioneer asend Hanan

{Daenner Kaseme) Kaiserslautern, (Larson Barracks)
Kitzingen, ~(Tompkins Baracs) _Heidelberg-

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH

T eSS
Tomporay lodsin, o par 52990001 | REEEERREE
pe
) e Dl R Gt
i 0173325 ; Travel 1000

Eifel Line, Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565-944123

osbaden, 75 sam, al
Yol 00124120303

WINE SHIPPING
Religious A S 871 | o | W ships wine, and other:
CHURGH OF GHRIST STUTT Services Offered 952 Drverneslnsmllann

“Your Home fway From Horme*
INFO: 0711-712381  or
0

or

961330
‘W Stutigarichurchofehrist org

What's your scene?

Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your scene!

STARSN/STRIPES

Jobs Offered 630

Do You Want To Earn Some Extra Cash?
European Stars and Stripes Home Delivery Carrier
Stars and Stripe Home Delivery Carrier
NEEDED ASAP!!!!

For: Sandhausen, Leimen, Nussloch, and St. Tigen
Duty Description: Door to Door Newspaper delivery for
120 Home subscribers.

Route duration: 2hrs 15 min
Monthly compensation: $ 1,200
For more details please call:

James. P. Afflerbach
District Manager:

T

Civ: 0172-6707-347

‘Garmisch, lux flat in oity center,
fuly equiped. from 50 euro,
0171-2340001 or 08821-53400

Center, Johann Klotz StraBe 13, 60528 Frankfurt
amMain, Germany.

We lso worshipat Aviano AFB Italy.

Fortimes and contacts call,
Chaplain Dale Forrester:

Standard Issve
Meets A
New Standard

estripes.osd.mil

STARSMSTR\ PES.

ur Hometbwn Newspaper

i

Learn how to manage it better.
Get stock listings, exchange rates, financial

0160365 2448 or E-mail:
daleforrester@us.army.mil.

Services Offered

s Your Money/|

ips and business information ever:
SIAES!}?ST RIPES

oy,

What's your scene?

BuyzsStrpesichis

evenrySunid

Ay tol et

Sunidatyfamnd

youiscene!

STARSWSTRIPES

Your H

STARS#STRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Thursday
AdFll-AlIanﬁE, 1 a.m.—NBA: Toronto at Or-
0.

lan
am.—College basketball:
Wk Farestatinon.

am.—College basketball:

North Carolina at ndiang,
.m.—College basketbal

oho gt atc\emson (did).
N-Sports:noon-_College basketba
oiniaat orlhwestern(
Elliege basketball:

Noroh Chrava at mmana( id).
Ami-Sporty © pim.—College. basketball
Utah at Seattle (dld).

Friday

AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—College football:
Mid-America ' Conference ~_championshi
same, Toledo v, Miami (Ohio).

o A-Sports, 2: NBA: Houston at

Dal

AFN-Sports, 4:30 am.—NBA: Cleveland at
Denver,

-

N-Sports, 9 am_college, basketbal:
Dukewumen at Temgsece

ARN-Sports, ioon-_College askema
braskaal Alabama Blrmm ham (a1
AFN Totoa

iAo Conkiince " Pambionenls
game, Toledo vs. Miami (Ohio) (dld).

All times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast Allstings are sub:
e tadio broadcasts not

for more informa

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
New England 10 10 909 288 174
N 8 3 0 727 225 168
Buffalo 56 0 45521819
Miam 29 0 18 164 227
South
ndianapalis 8 3 0 727380 239
ksonville 6 5 0 545182 208
5 6 0 455 229 260
Tennessee 470 364207 243
. North
Pittsburgh 1001 0 909 256 168
Baltimore. 740 636207 164
Cincinnati 56 0 455241 246
Cleveland 38 0 273225 266
N West
san Diego 83 0 727319 21
Denver 720 63257 12
Oakland 470 364207 29
Kansas City 3 8 0273 307 299
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
x-Philadelphia 10 10 909293 164
N.Y. Giants § &0 482015
Dallas 470 364193289
Washington 380 273138194
South
Aanta 92 0 818232215
470 364217236
New Ofeans 470
Tampa Bay 470
North
reen Bay 740
Minnesota 740
icago 4710
Detroit 470
West
seattle 65 0 545239223
St Louis 56 0 455237 2%
Ari 470 364180 22,
San Fr 110 0 091 192 320

anci
NS dwlsmn

NN
Indianapolis 41 ety
Dallas 21, Chicago 7
unday’s games
Houston 1, Tennessee 31
Pi 6, Washington 7
Phiadeiona 7 A, St 6
Cincinnati 58, Cleveiand 48

iami

izona 3

ancisco 17

NewEng\and 24, Baltimore 3
25,Doriver 24

)
Green Bay 451 St Louis 17
Sunday,
Arizona at Detroit
Buffalo at Miami
Houston at .. Jets
Minnesota at Chicago

Kansas ciy at Oakland

gt

con B ay at Phiadel
Pitsburg auacksunwne
Dallas at seattle

College football
AP Top 25 schedule
saturday,
No l Southern Cal v:
Cty ©Oklahoma vs Co\arado at Kansas
ity,
Na 3Aubum vs. No. 15 Tennessee at Atlan-
No 4 california at soukhem Miss
No. 7 Louisville v:

o3 MRt ve K. 1
NG: 0 Pitaburan At Souts Friga "

<4

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday

1. Wake Forest (5-0) did not play. Next: at
N5 linols, Wednesday.
25 5:0) didnot play.Next

"3 Syracuse (5:0) did not play. Next: vs. St.
Bonaventure, Wednesday.
& georgis Tech 40) Beat Michigan 99-68.

fay.
< mmms @y o) dm rmt play. Next: vs. No. 1

wale Forest, ay.
S iahona Stat (403 id not play. Next:
vs, Washigton State Sat
" Comecticut (2-0) beat Hosm;ia Interna-
jiana,
&, Kentucky (4-0) beat Tennessee. Tech
92:- Next? at No. 9 North Carolna, Satur-

5. Pacif-

% North Carolina (4-1) did not play. Next:

at jndiana, Wednesday.

5110, DUKE (&) beat No. 1 Michjoan state
vs. Valpaaiso, Saturday.

PR Sata (1 Jost 1 No» 0 buke

81172 Next Ve, Goorge Washington, Satir:

%, Maryland (-1 st to No. 25 Wisconsin
65,84 Next: us, George Mason, Saturday.

i eaburgi (.03 d hot piay- Nevk: vs.
st. Francis, Pa., Wednesday.

o4 Wastingfon (40) did ot play. Next: at

onzaga. W

e .1 did not play.

ot o South Alabarma. Thur oy

16, North Carol e ghite (s—o) did not play.
s, Manhattan, Sunday.

“Nissi

L)

play. Ne;

: vs.

syl
et
it G not play. Next: at eton
Hall, Saturday,
25, Forida (0) beat Florida A&M 8851,
5. Miami, Satur
No re Darte (3-0)did not play. Next:at
Mihigan saunday.
1. Arizona_(4-3) beat Wyoming 9870,
Nexf e No Sunday
t play. Next: vs.

. Alabama (4-1)

et Tennessee State, Wednesaa)

2, lowa 1) beat Orake Si7s.
canienan. b1

54 Virgnia. (10) did not play. Next: at
Northwestern, Wedne:

95, Wisconsin 1) beat No. 12 Maryland
69-64. Next: at Rutgers, Saturday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores

Next: vs.

Arizona st 65, Temple T
aruch 89, Farmi
Bngramton 1, S5 Francis, NY 63

oston College 87, Long Is\andu %
Bo%ton 0y fode 1

Boandeis 6 sabson 4.

Brockport 0, Fredonia st. 71

rown 76, Wagner 60

Capital 63, .ashlngmn & Jeffersons
Clarion 55, Mercyhurst

SR Nichols 73
Colby 80, Newberry 42
Conecticut 59, Fla Interpational 48
Cortland St. 66, Oneonta

Drexel 78, Laf;

758, La Roche &
CASMIE T Southern Sat 62

Lefioh 12, ‘Alban, any.

Mass.-Dartmouth’ 62, Bridgewater, Mass.

Muhlenberg 74, Mor:
NYUS0, Washin fore a4
New Paltz  Tech 56

)
Winthrop 60, Providen
Worcestar Tech T4 Casei o

‘Alabama St. 63, South Alab

Armstrong Atlantic 63, Enubem City St. 62

Auburn 79, Colorado St. 7

Barry oL Florida Mcmona\ 63
arson-Newman coln Memorial 61

Clezrwzler Cstian B, Kentueky Shrl:

"“Cumberland, Tenn. 76, Indiana-Southeast

81, i
BN WHEZ30 Shidober 75

Flagter 72, Florda Tech 71

Florida 8, Florida A&M 51

Florida Southern 74, North Florida 59

Georgetown 76, Davidson 51
Georgia College 81, Savannah Art 55
Georgia Tect 5 M %, it
n
onson & SAit B BelmonC Abbey 77
Kentucky 62, Tennessee Tech 63

ander 95, Alle
Lane Siopanc by

inah St. 4¢
Northwesiern 5. 55 Sentenary 76
SE Louisiana 80, LSU-Shreveport 53

Tennessce St. 103, Trevecca Nazarene 97,

Transylvania 78, Heidelberg 43
reenshord 97 Bridgewter, va. 55
orgia 83, fort Vale
Xavier, NO 34, Wile

Auaustana:s. 71,

st
Minn. Moorhead 67

, Cent. Méthodist 6
Beneaictineai:

e Carthage 62

Maranalha Bapllsl 7
oncordla L%
hton 73, Kavier 72
icidnson St. 5, Rocky Mountain 76
oane 76, Nebraska Wesieyan 73
. Michigan 90 Marshal
forida St. 70, Minnesot
Greenvile 71, St Louis Pharmacy 54
Huntington 85t Francis, Ind. 69
I Chicago o i

n§6, Oivet Nazarene 73
jowa 51, Dral

aran st. 75‘ Northland Baptist 50
0'92, Dakota Weslyn 66

North Dakota 85, Uppér owa 58

Nortn park 83, iidson 61
inican 73, Wilberforce 71

Ohio Weslyn 83, Case Reserve 83

Robert Morris-Chicago 91, Purdue-Calu-

et 72
Rockford 71 Fontbonne 63
an

e
Wis.-Stout 83, Wis.
Wisconsin 69, Manland o4
ArkLitle Rock 1, Southern U. 60
Arkansas 85, Tulsa 7
Arkansas Tech xs Rhema Bible 56
Rice 74 Houston

ASE 89, Jaris Christian 61
Tt Arlln;ton 7T, Texas Wesleyan 12
UTEP 67, I :S'

Avizona 98 Wyoming 10
Vontana 50, Cs Norihridge 80

N. Arizona 93, Lewis & Clark 81
N Coferado Fo. Western st Colo. 58
UCEA 75, Long Beach St. 2
Utah 6,5, Uah 4
Washington St. 37, Idaho 36

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday

1. LSU (8:0) beat North Texas 77-51.

at o, 18 Minnesota, Tuesday, Dec. 1
ot

t play
Vs Wolord. Wednesd.
Dame (1-0) béat Valparaiso 69-55.

Next:

ext:

3, Notre
Next: s, . Thursday

4. Tenn ) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 10 Dulke, Thursday.

S stanford (50 did ot play. Next: v, Pep-
perdine, Friday, D

I Beorgla 151> heat Georgia Southern
6051 Next: lGeorgla Tech, Frday.

7. Texas (2- 2) did not piaj. Nex: vs. Mc-

Neése State, We
. C oyt 010 ma not play. Next: vs.
south nonaa, ednes

9. Baylor (4-1) beat Rl:e 7765, Next: vs.
lackson sm e, N.C. Saturday.

@ G116 not play. Next at No. 4

Temossee, Thurshar.
okl O State (5-1) i not play. Next: at

i5, Wednesday

15, Toxas Tech (1-1) did not play. Next vs.
Arkansas-Littie Rock, Thursday.

13. Vanderbilt (4-0) did not piay. Next:

Memphis, Wednesday
e (3-1) lost to Houston 63-60.
Next: 4 UC Sata Batbaras Frida,
15. Michigan State (4-1) did not play. Next:
at No. 3 Notre Dame, Thursday.
16. Rutgers (2-0) did not piay. Next: at Old
Dominion Sunday,
baul (50 beat_llinois-Chicago
57154, Next: s Loyola o Chicag, Konday.

5.

o8 Minnesota (4.1 did not play. Next: vs.
ursday. 5. Kansas, sunday.

ey Kansas State (371) md not play. Next:

vs, New E

50 Boston Eollege (31 did ot play.Next:

at Holy Cro;

iy I.oulslana Tech 1) ost to Mississippi
72:55. 1 vs. Western Kentucky,

reday.
32 Matyland (4-1) beat Loyola, Md. 77-36.
Nexts ot Xavier, Saturday,
3. TCU (5-1)'did not piay. Next: vs. SMU,

T Rinova 1) dig ot play. Next: at

George Washington, Wednesday.
25.UCLA (3- l7dld ot piay. Next at Pepper-
dine, Thursday.

Tuesday’s women’s scores

Delaware &3, Stony B Brook 58
rtfor art

Siena 62, Duquesi
St-Peter's 60, Drexel 58

SOUTH
Alabama st. o7, south Alabama 2,0
Agpalacman St.76, Elon
charlotte 78, Sou(h Caroiina 72
astal LC-Wimington 47
Coll. olCharIeston 62, Lander
Florida 67, UCF 4
urman 16, Clen
eorge
Geordia Vo Gcorg\a somhcm &)
Madison 66, Coppi
xa

/e 59, Nic
1d Dominion 86, ETS!
Tennessee St 65 Fisk 50
onweaith 69, Radford 56
Virginta 67, Liberty
Wake Forest 58, Davidson 55

Bowling Green 83, Youngstown St. 61
Butler 57, W. Michigan 54

DePaul 97, Iil-Chicago 54

Drake 61, Michigan 60

Houston| 63, Purdue 60

le 66
Notre bame 65, va\paralso 59

Baylor 77, Ric
Slahoma st 75, Wichita st.50
Sam Houston St. 75, Wiley
Texas i San Antonio 48
Tulsa 68, Oral Roberts 64

BYU 70, Portla

Coloratio 8t 64, FeDDerdme 58

Gonzaga 72, E. Washington 51

taho S &, Uic ivine 73

Long Beach'st. 80, San iego 69

Loyola Marymount o7 &% Rtertonso
iew Mexico St. 74, W. New Mexico 59

San Diego St. 80, CS Stanislaus 65

San Francisco 80, UC Davi

SEaryS. 68155, Gakiand. Mich. 52

EXHIBITI
Montana st. 74, Utah Valley St. 65

College hockey

Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Assumption 5, W. New England 3
Elmira 7 Cortiand st 2

n 5, Framingham
N Engand Coll. & Wentworth fech 2
5. Maine 4, Plymouth St. 1
Tufts 3, Mass.-Dartmouth 2

Soccer

2006 World Cup Qualifying
NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA:
'AND CARIBBEAN
FINALS
three teams qualify
Fou ‘vl ce team advances
toplayoff vs. Asia ifthplace tea
CostaRica 00
Guatemala
Mexico
Fa

p—
mmé

adand Tobago
Y or Sunday, March 26-
panama at Costa

g Snd Fabageat Guatemala
United States at Mexico

CLOGE BD

CAIE MEET GHLY LOGCK AT THE HIBHNEY
D=A1H ;m'lu-lr.; 1'0 wmzs

FhST mnmeus ap Pls(ILLBF H’Iﬂhs.

Wednesday, March 30,2005
o at Panam:
Guatemala af Untted States
o
Saturday or Sunday Jine -5 2005
Panama at frinidad and Tot
Mexico at Guatemala

/ednesday, June 8, 2005
United States at Panama
Guatemala at Costa Rica
‘Trinidad and Tobago at Mexico
fednesday, Aug. 17, 2005
mala

at Mexico
Trinidad and Tobago at United States
Saturday or Sunday, Sept. 34, 2005
Costa Rica at Panam
Uatemaa at Tringad and Tobago
Mexico at uni ited States
iay, Sept. 7, 2005
panama at Mexico,
United Sates at Guatem
T and Tobads st Coata ica
Saturday or Sunday, Oct. 8-9, 2005
Trinidad and Tobago af Panama
Guatemala at Mexico
United States at Costa Rica,

‘Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2005
Panama at United States
Costa Rica at Guatemala

Viexico at Trinidad and Tobago

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American Leag
CLEVELAND 'INDIANS—Agreed to terms
with o Watkins, INE Erick Almonte,
INFLOF Jeff Liefer, OF Andy Ab o
Rl grerer oA A
TEXAS RANGERS —Agrécd 10 torms with C
Robert Machado on a minor league con-
Named Brian Dayett coach for Clinton
of the Midwest League, and Glonn Abbot
itching coach ark Whiten coach for
EpGkane of the Nor(hwesi League.

ue
ST REDST Agree o terms with
Paul Wilson on a two-year contract.
PHILADELPA PRILLIE TeE La
mont manager of Scranton-Wilkes Barre-of
the IL, Steve Swisher manager and Tom Filer

lac
oot ot et uaiad £ Kovi WHliS
from the mmr;' Qs:

—Placed F Brian Cardi-
ctivated F James

nal on i
Posey from me mlured fist,

BUCKS—Activated F Zendon
Hamiton from the iniy

UTAH JAZZ—Placed F Andrei Kirilenko and
 Clrtis Borchard on the injured fist. Act-
vated F Kris Humphries and C Aleksandar Ra-

dojevic from the injure

imed Terry
Robiskie e 18 Andra
Davis on injured reserve. Signed L8 Sherrod
Coates from the practice squad. Signed Q

Nate Hybl and RE Dante Brown to the prac-

tice squad.
DENVER BRONCOS—Placed CB _Lenny
wals on injured reserve. Signed L8 Louis

Greer\ Jrom the practice squad
I

e

Mt on Mlured reserve, Slqned Br i
Cale from the practice squa

EW ENGLAND PATRIOTS |

Koy Kaspar Neleased 0B o

NEW YORK GIANTS-.Signed DE R

shaw ar

squad, signed
Michaclennings to the practice squad.
CHARGERS -Placed C& sammy

tice squad. Waived TE Billy Baber. Wq
R8 Ahmaad Galloway from the practice

iad.
“TAMPA_BAY BUCCANEERS—Activated G
er “fromth

able-to-perform
Schroederand k Martin Gramatica. Signed K
Jay Tay

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Si
Nowland ts the pragtice squa

gned oL Ben

Y nrl.ea
E: (Y~ Exemsed their
2008 Contract optiog on F Alan G

ARIZONA.- Announced sophomore QB Kris
Heawner il transfer {0 82y
med Jack Lengyel interim

atpletic redion
RTMOUTH~ Fired John Lyons, football

ach,
“EVANSVILLEDismissed G Dupree Fletch-
, G Marcus Butler and G Robert Nelson
's basketball team for actions

Named 8o Baxter women's
ass.s(amsoﬂhau oac
SARDNERAWEBB- Named Jennifer_Davis
assnstant CAMIGHCS dirbmior of CompIANEe.
—Announced mereslqnalmn
of e Semier, atnietc director, efective
e and of tha year. Named Paul Bubb Inter-
m athletic drector
BERGAnnounced the_resigna-
o o1 Dave Corneh e Jacresse caach,
t0 take an assistant coaching position at
Notre Dame.
NOTRE DAME—Fired Ty Willingham, foot-
ball coach.
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Chiefs’ Vermeil
says he’ll be on
sideline in 2005

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The coach who made burn-
outa part of sports lexicon is 68 and enduring one of
the most di years of a long,
career.

But there are no thoughts of an-
other retirement for Dick Ver-
meil, who said Tuesday he’ll be
back next season for the final year
of his contract with the Kansas
City Chiefs.

“Sometimes I walk off the field feeling sorry for
myself,” Vermeil said Tuesday. “That’s human na-
ture. I'd be a liar not to say that. Everything we do
that fails I feel just as bad about today as I did in the
late '70s and early "80s. But I handle it better.”

Expected to be a Super Bowl contender after post-
ing a 13-3 regular-season record last season, the
Chiefs are 3-8 and on a four-game losing skid. There
are no playoff games looming, only big changes on
the field and possibly in the front office.

But Vermeil, who walked away from the Philadel-
phia Eagles in 1982 citing emotional exhaustion and
burnout, said he’s determined to be back.

“I would certainly hope (s0),” said Chiefs General
Manager Carl Peterson, a friend from their Philadel-
phia days who coaxed Vermeil out of his second re-
tirement in 2001, after he led the St. Louis Rams to
victory in a Super Bowl.

“He’s got a two-year contract. I would be very sur-
prised if that changed for any reason. He’s a very re-
silient guy. He’s determined. I think he’s anxious to
try to get this thing going in the right direction. Dick
is disappointed. We all are. He's looking for solu-
tions. He’s getting through it.”

Peterson usually speaks with Vermeil several
times a day and always keeps a close eye on the atti-
tude of the players and staff.

“Dick has done a magnificent job of keeping the
players focused and enthusiastic about what they’re
doing,” he said. “We know they get paid for it, but
you still have to have a passion for it.”

For the third year in a row, a faulty defense has ru-
ined an outstanding year from one of the NFL'’s top
offenses. There is mounting criticism not only of the
coaching staff, but of the player personnel and scout-
ing departments.

QB Hutchinson to start for Bears
LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Chad Hutchinson was
about to go surfing near his Southern California
home two months ago when he got a call from the
Chicago Bears.
They weren’t promising anything, only a roster

NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, followed by team's progno-
s (ee Friday's editon for completeinury report provided by
Dolphins: LB Zach Thomas (hamstring) will not play Sunday.

Packers: TE David Martin (strained knee) out for season.

spot and the possibility of playing for a team that
goes through quarterbacks like practice jerseys. But
for a guy who went from being the next Troy Aik-
man to a pre-training camp castoff, it was more than
enough.

“It’s awesome. This is all I can ask for,” he said.
“Two months ago I was like, ‘Man, I just want to get
back in the game to just get an opportunity,’ and my
opportunity is here. For me, I'm just so excited be-
cause this is what I ove to do and it's another oppor-
tunity to do it.

Hutchinson will start against the Minnesota Vi-
kings on Sunday, the Bears’ fourth quarterback this
season.

“Last time I put so much pressure on myself to be
the next Troy Aikman when it wasn't really feasi-
ble,” he said. “This time I'm going to do the little
things that will help me get better as a quarterback
in the NFL. I'm going to have fun because this is an-
other lease on life.”

Hutchinson showed great promise in two seasons
at Stanford, throwing for 4,235 yards and 20 touch-
downs with a completion rate of 60 percent. But as
good a football player as he was, he was just as good
— or better — as a pitcher. The right-hander was
10-5 with a 4.89 ERA and 115 strikeouts his junior
season, and the St. Louis Cardinals took him in the
second round of the 1998 amateur draft.

He spent most of the next four years in the minor
leagues, making a brief appearance in the majors in
April 2001. After compiling a 24.75 ERA in three ap-
pearances, Hutchinson went back to the minors and
realized he still wanted to play football.

Bucs release veteran PK Gramatica

TAMPA, Fla. — The Tampa Bay Buccaneers re-
leased struggling kicker Martin Gramatica on Tues-
day and replaced him with Arena Football League
kicker Jay Taylor.

The team'’s career scoring leader missed three
field goals in Sunday’s 21-14 loss at Carolina and
was 11-for-19 this season. He missed seven of his
last nine attempts and had not made a field goal
over 22 yards since Oct. 10.

Redskins’ Taylor pleads not guilty
to drunken driving charge

FAIRFAX, Va. — Washington Redskins safety
Sean Taylor pleaded not guilty Wednesday to a
drunken driving charge, and his trial was resched-
uled for Jan. 5.

The rookie plans to call teammates as witnesses to
say he was sober Oct. 27, said Taylor’s lawyer, War-
ren McLain. Taylor had been at a birthday party for
wide receiver Rod Gardner.

Taylor, the No. 5 overall draft pick, was pulled
over by a Virginia state trooper on Washington’s
beltway and refused a breath test. Virginia state po-
lice say he failed field sobriety tests.

McLain contends Taylor passed the tests.

Parcells turns to
Testaverde again

BY CLARENCE E. HILL JR.
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

IRVING, Texas — In choosing
to return 18-year veteran quarter-
back Vinny Testaverde to the
starting lineup for Monday’s
game at Seattle, Cowboys coach
Bill Parcells is not necessarily
casting a vote against the develop-
ment of rookie Drew Henson.

Rather his choice is a vote —
now more than ever — against
giving up on the present.

Despite their disappointing 4-7
record, the Cowboys are one
game back in the race for the
final playoff spot in the NFC.

The Cowboys could move a
step closer with a victory against
Seattle. Parcells said Testaverde
simply gives them the best
chance to take that step.

“Tam rooting for (Henson),” he
said. “He just needs more experi-
ence. You say, ‘how’s he gonna
get that? I can’t forsake every-
thing to do that. I couldn’t do it in
good conscience. It's just not
right. My mind only works basi-
cally this week, this season; that
is what my responsibility is — to
1y to get the most out of this
team, this year.”

Parcells couldn’t deny the Cow-
boys suddenly have something le-
gitimate to play for — maybe
even more by Monday. With a 7-4
mark, the Minnesota Vikings are
the front-runners for one of the
two NFC wild-card spots. The St.
Louis Rams (5-6) and New York
Giants (5-6) are one game ahead
of seven 4-7 teams — the Chicago
Bears, Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
Arizona Cardinals, Detroit Lions,
Carolina Panthers, New Orleans
Saints and the Cowboys — for the
other spot.

On Sunday, the Bears play the
Vikings, the Buccaneers meet At-
lanta (9-2), the Saints face the Pan-
thers and the Lions battle the Car-
dinals. So the Cowboys might find
themselves in a better position be-
fore they kick off Monday night.

“I'm not the one that men-
tioned playoffs, but I am just say-
ing things are a lot different now
than they were last week,” Par-
cells said.

Parcells also dispatched any no-
tion that his quarterback decision
was against the wishes of owner
Jerry Jones, who expressed “sur-
prise” and “disappointment” fol-
lowing the 21-7 Thanksgiving
Day victory against the Bears, be-
cause Henson was replaced by
Testaverde midway through his
first NFL start.

Jones said it was nice to get the
win, but it would have been sweet-
er with Henson at the helm.

Parcells said he didn’t view
Jones’ comments as criticism or
second guessing, but rather him
expressing his opinion.

Parcells said any characteriza-
tions of the two being on opposite
ends of this issue are wrong.

“I'm telling you we’re not on op-
posite ends so you write what you
want, or say what you want; it
isn’t going to have any bearing on
my response,” Parcells said.

Parcells certainly has no re-
grets about his decision against
the Bears. Henson struggled in
the first half against a blitzing de-
fense. He completed four of 12
passes for 31 yards, including an
interception returned 45 yards
for a touchdown.

With the score 7-7 at halftime,
Parcells made the change.
Testaverde, who did not start be-
cause of a shoulder injury suf-
fered a week earlier against Balti-
more, completed nine of 14 pass-
es for 92 yards. He gave the Cow-
boys a 14-7 lead in the fourth
quarter with a S-yard touchdown
pass to fullback Darian Barnes.

“I  knew that bringing
(Testaverde) into the game that
Chicago could not do what they
were trying to do to Drew,” Par-
cells said. “If they did, they’d
have been burned pretty bad. As
soon as Vinny came in there, they
changed quite a bit themselves.
But they were all-out committed
to pressuring Drew into bad
plays. Once Vinny got in there,
they got a little bit more conserva-
tive themselves. I don’t know
what would have happened. I just
think they would have been more
adamant about pressing.”

Sponsored by:

STARSK 4STRIPES, OCONUS

Best Overall Scores

STEELFROGWOOD MAG-12
Biiz glants#1 hhe 2/37 ar
Quick Piek arecby European Stars & Stripes
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San Diego Chargers tight end Antonio Gates (85) scores one of his two touchdowns against Kansas City on
Sudnay. Gates is second in the league in receptions and has scored 11 touchdowns.

Gates has created new hoopla
Basketball player turning heads as NFL TE

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The closest An-
tonio Gates gets to basketb:
these days is on his PlayStation.

He’s still somewhat of a curiosi-
ty, for sure, the former power for-
ward who helped take Kent State
within a game of the 2002 Final
Four.

As every Sunday passes,
though, his hoops career grows
more distant. Gates continues to
emerge as one of the NFL’s top
playmakers, a seemingly unstop-
pable tight end who's helping
power the surprising San Diego
Chargers toward a long-sought
playoff berth.

On Sunday, he caught two
more touchdown passes from
Drew Brees to help the Chargers
beat Kansas City 34-31 and im-
prove to 8-3 atop the AFC West.

Gates had a better game than
Tony Gonzalez, Kansas City’s
five-time Pro Bowl tight end and
a former college hoops star him-
self, who had zero TD catches.

Gates has caught 11 of Brees’
21 touchdown passes and needs
one more to tie the NFL record
for tight ends, which is shared by
four players,

He’s already broken Hall of
Famer Kellen Winslow’s team
record for touchdowns in a sea-
son by a tight end, 10 in 1981.

“For me, just being the kind of
guy that I am, to hear all these
special things — it's kind of like
mind-boggling,” said Gates, who
didn’t play football in college. “I
play to have fun regardless of the
records and the comparisons. 'm
trying to build an identity for An-
tonio Gates.”

On one hand, that’s not a prob-
lem.

“You see what the guy’s doing;
I see him having a long and pros-
perous career in this league,”
Brees said. “When people see
him make the Pro Bowl this year,

if he hasn't turned a lot of heads
already, he will then.”

Gates continues to baffle de-
fenses and make fans forget
“Marty Ball,” the plodding,
run-oriented offense once fa-
vored by coach Schottenhe-
imer. At times, offensive coordina-
tor Cam Cameron has had Gates
line up as a wide receiver and in
the backfield.

Gates is second in the NFL with
69 catches (for 795 yards), one be-
hind Tennessee’s Derrick Mason.
He’s scored dle same number of

LaDai-

want to feel part of something and
1 think right now I'm part of some-
thing special, this offense.”

Gates, who joined the Chargers
as an undrafted rookie in May
2003, is still learning.

Schottenheimer talked to him
last week about running better
after making a catch. Then Gates
took off for a Sl-yard gain on a
fourth-quarter pass play on Sun-
day, only to have it come back
when the Chargers were whistled
for an illegal formation.

“But I did make sure that I alert-
ed him he did a terrific job in that
regard,” Schottenheimer said.

‘As for Gates’ development, “It
would be less than fair to him to
say that it was anything less than

mian Tomiinson. Only three play-
ers have scored more TDs: Priest

Holmes, Terrell Owens and
Shaun Alexander.
The Chargers used to be brutal

on third down, which is now when
the 6-foot-4, 260-pound Gates
makes some of his biggest plays.
He leads the NFL with 24
third-down catches,
ﬁve for touchdownsA
p there because of the
matchups he creates,” Brees said.
“We've put him out there on cor-
ners and he’s beat them on fades,
beat them on slants, beat them on
whatever we need to beat them
mt} He can do that. He’s that kind

including

Gates remains humble about
his success and isn’t ready to put
himself in the company of players
such as Owens and Gonzalez.

“They’ve done it ﬁme after

e, year in, year out,” he said.
“I Jjust consider myself as an im-
perative role for this offense.
Whatever this offense asks me to
do, that'’s what I've got to do. You

said. “You look at the fact that
L1

ague receiver.
ughl end.’ I said

Gates still watches hoops on TV
but doesn’t play pickup games

anymore in order to stay focused
on football.

He knows people will always as-
sociate him with his hoops career.

“When 1 played basketball,
they always looked at me as a foot-
ball player. When I w
34, thev were like, ‘He’s a football
player.” When I was scoring two,
three touchdowns, it was like,
“This is a basketball player we're
talking about.” ”

Gates has fun with the compari-
sons, especially with him and the
Chargers are doing so well.

“If Cam tells me to step back
and shoot the three, I can do
that,” he said.

[ NFL statistics

AFC individual leaders
Week 12
Quarterbacks

Att Com Yds TD Int
Manning, Ind. 352 237 319 4
Brees, S.I 313 206 2458 2
Roethhsberger. Pit. 212 141 1719 1
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Green, K.C. 72 247 3052 15 1
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Carr, Hou. 347 216 2742 1.
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e
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Dillon, N.E.

Mason, Ten.
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Sa
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Pt
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iew York Jets
jacksonville
ennessee
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Miami
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ittsburgh
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enver
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Indianapolis
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Quarterbacks
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o
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7
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Brawl triggers new guidelines

The Associated Press

The NBA will set new security
guidelines for its arenas, exerting
‘more authority over a matter pre-
viously left to individual teams,
commissioner David Stern said
Tuesday.

Stern said the Nov. 19 Pac-
ers-Pistons brawl that spilled into
the stands and led to three Indi-
ana players being suspended for
25 or more games — including
the season-long penalty for Ron
Artest — exposed current poli-
cies as inadequate.

“I'would say that’s a whole sub-
ject that we have historically left
to teams, and it’s clear that’s not
going to be good enough any-

more, so we're going to take an-
other look at it,” Stern said in his
first public comments on the
brawl since announcing the sus-
pensions.

Stern said the new guidelines
will be issued in early January.

On Monday, Oakland County
Prosecutor David Gorcyca said
that Pacers players will be
charged for fighting with fans dur-
ing the brawl.

“Whoever was involved in fisti-
cuffs will be charged, regardless
if they were wearing a jersey. It's
obvious there were several Pacer
players and fans that dealt
blows,” Gorcyca said, the newspa-
per reported Tuesday.

The prosecutor declined to say

which players would be charged
or what the charges might be.

Auburn Hills police Lt. James
Manning told the newspaper that
he expects four members of the
Pacers to face assault and battery
charges.

Stern said concerns raised by
the brawl had been a secondary
issue in recent yea

He hinted the new security
guidelines could include a ban on
certam language used by fans.

e know that you can’t hurl
obJects at a game, and it may be
that you can’t hurl certain exple-
tives, either,” he said.

“Actually the area of most con-
cern for us was protecting our
building from terrorist threats,”
he said.

[ NBA scorehoard
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Rockets fans launch
fire Gundy’ chant

Houston drops fourth straight

The Associated Press

The Houston Rockets were fin-
ishing up one of their worst per-
formances of the season when a
chant rang out from behind the

“Fire Gundy” the fans said in
unison, prompting coach Jeff Van
Gundy to turn and nod in their di-
rection.

“I think it starts with me,” Van
Gundy said after a 93-72 loss
Tuesday night to the Detroit Pis-
tons. “I'm going to get a group
that looks like they really want to
play. I just haven’t provided that
this year, and for that, I'm very
apologetic to our fans.”

The Rockets lost their fourth
game in a row overall and fifth
straight at home, dropping to 6-10
in a season that hasn’t gone near-
ly as smoothly as predicted after
Houston acquired Tracy
McGrady in the offseason.

McGrady was held to 16 points
for the Rockets, who were booed
off the court as the game ended.

Antonio McDyess had 19 points
and 10 rebounds, and Richard
Hamilton also scored 19 to help
the Pistons snap a five-game road
losing streak.

“That’s the way we used to
play,” coach Larry Brown said.
“That’s probably our best game
all year.”

McDyess scored the Pistons’
first 12 points in the opening 4>
minutes, filling in admirably as
All-Star center Ben Wallace com-
pleted a six-game suspension for
his role in the Nov. 19 brawl with
the Indiana Pacers. The Pistons
went 3-3 without him, and they
certainly didn’t need him against
the punchless Rockets.

Houston scored a season-low
72 points, committed 19 turn-
overs and attempted 16 fewer
field goals.

“We're losing and it seems like
it's the same type of effort every
night,” McGrady said. “It’s got to
change because right now it's
pretty embarrassing.”

Jim Jackson led Houston with
21 points and eight rebounds.

Trail Blazers 100, SuperSon-
ics 94: Zach Randolph had 19
points, including a key jumper
with 17.2 seconds left, and Port-
land snapped the Sonics’
four-game winning streak.

Shareef Abdur-Rahim led the
Blazers with 25 points, and Dari-
us Miles had 20. The Sonics, who
have lost five straight visits to the
Rose Garden, were led by
Rashard Lewis with 29 points.

Spurs 107, Mavericks 89:
Devin Bmwn sparked a
fourth-quarter spurt with two
three-point plays and two dunks,
helping San Antonio spoil the
pseudo-coaching debut of Avery
Johnson in Dallas.

Johnson, the hand-picked suc-
cessor of Dallas coach Don Nel-
son, ran the game as if the job was
already his. Nelson was there,
too, but offered only suggesuons.
This was the first of about six

)

such training sessions Nelson has
planned.

Suns 115, Jazz 102: At Salt
Lake City, Steve Nash had 20
points and 14 assists to lead the
Suns to their eighth straight win.

mare Stoudemire scored 29
points, Shawn Marion scored 21
and both pulled down nine re-
bounds for the Suns, who were
too fast for Utah and outscored
the Jazz 33-22 in the fourth quar-
ter. Quentin Richardson scored
18 points, and Joe Johnson added
15 as all five Suns starters
reached double figures.

Knicks 110, Hawks 109 (OT)
Jamal Crawford’s three-pointer
with 3.4 seconds left in overtime
won it for New York in Atlanta.

Nazr Mohammed fouled Anto-
ine Walker with 2 seconds left,
but Walker — who scored a sea-
son-high 36 points — missed the
first free throw. Following a time-
out, Walker made the second free
throw despite trying to intention-
ally miss the shot. The Knicks
then inbounded and ran out the
clock.

Kings 98, Grizzlies 93: Peja
Stojakovic had 29 points, and
Chris Webber added 22 points
and 11 rebounds.

The loss was the Grizzlies’ sec-
ond straight at home and fourth
straight overall, three of them
coming since former coach Hubie
Brown resigned unexpectedly.

Memphis pulled to 94-93 after
an 8-0 run, but jumpers by Mike
Bibby and Webber in the closing
seconds assured the victory.

Lakers 95, Bucks 90: At Mil-
waukee, reserve Brian Cook
scored a career-high 25 points, in-
cluding five three-pointers, and
Kobe Bryant added 20 points de-
spite being held without a field
goal for the final three quarters.

Cook also had a career-high 11
rebounds, and Lamar Odom
added 16 points and 11 rebounds
as the Lakers beat the Bucks for
the second time in seven days and
the eighth straight time overall.

Raptors 94, Heat 92: Jalen
Rose scored 24 points, including
the decisive free throws with 15.6
seconds left, to help Toronto snap
a six-game road losing streak.

Shaquille O’Neal led Miami
with a season-high 34 points,
shooting 12-for-15 from the field
and 10-of-13 from the foul line.

He entered the game a 43-per-
cent foul shooter.

Nets 99, Bobcats 86: Richard
Jefferson scored 23 points and
Eric Williams had a season-high
22 to help New Jersey end a
nine-game losing streak.

Emeka Okafor led Charlotte
with 26 points and 12 rebounds,
the rookie’s fifth consecutive dou-
ble-double. Jason Hart added 15
for the Bobcats, who dropped to
0-6 on the road.

Roundup
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No. 10 Duke’s backcourt
handles Michigan State

Ewing, Redick
split workload
vs. Spartans

The Associated Press

DURHAM. N.C. — J.J. Redick
handled the scoring for Duke in
the first half against Michigan
State. Daniel Ewing took over in
the second half and the Blue Dev-
ils held on to remain perfect in
the ACC-Big Ten Challenge.

Both guards had 29 points and
both made five three-pointers as

No. 10 Duke
- beat the
WEUER 11th-ranked
Spartans
Top dZS 81-74 on Tues-
roundup s
Redick had

21 points in the first half, and
Ewing had 15 in the second as the
Blue Devils (4-0) improved to 6-0
in the made-for-TV conference
matchup and beat Michigan State
(3-1) for the second straight sea-
son.

“I was definitely in the zone in
the first half,” Redick said.

“I was really in the flow of the
offense. It felt good, that was the
first time it’s been that way this
year.”

Ewing’s last three came in the
final minute, when he hit one with
the shot clock winding down to
give Duke a 78-73 lead. Michigan
State’s Paul Davis missed two
free throws with 15 seconds left,
part of a 3-for-8 effort from the
line down the stretch for the Spar-
tans.

“We know we’re a good team,”
Ewing said. “We just did what we
had to do.”

Davis led the Spartans with 17
points and 10 rebounds.

“We just wanted to try to come
down here and try to get a win,”
Davis said. “We weren't worried
about last year. Everybody
played their hearts out.”

Duke beat Michigan State
72-50 last season.

In a 3-minute span late in the
second half Tuesday, E:
made a three, drove down the
lane for a pull-up jumper and
added a layup.

“There were a lot of good play-
ers out on that court, but he was
the most mature player out
there,” Duke coach Mike Krzyze-
wski said of Ewing. “He had the
look of a champion out on the
court. J.J. was great, don’t get me
wrong, but Daniel was handling it
and he was absolutely great.”

No. 4 Georgia Tech 99, Michi-
gan 68: B.J. Elder scored 27
points, Will Bynum had 19, and
Jarrett Jack added 16 for the Yel-
low Jackets (4-0), who shot 54 per-
cent from the field and led by as
many as 35 points.

Courtney Sims had 17 points
for visiting Michigan (3-3), which
had 18 turnovers and shot just 41

Duke guard Daniel Ewing, left, moves around Michigan State's Maurice
Ager Tuesday in Durham, N.C. Ewing and backcourt mate J.J. Redick
«each scored 29 points for the Blue Devils in their 81-74 victory.

percent in third
straight.

No. 7 Connecticut 99, Fla. In-
ternational 48: Rashad Anderson
scored 17 points and the Huskies
(2-0) blocked a school-record 19
shots in posting the home win.

Hilton Armstrong had a ca-
reer-high five blocks, and Josh
Boone had four blocks and 11 re-
bounds for Connecticut, which fin-
ished with a 57-36 advantage on
the boards.

Ivan Almonte and Ishmael
N'Diaye each had 12 points for
the Golden Panthers (3-2).

No. 8 Kentucky 92, Tennes-
see Tech 63: Kelenna Azubuike
scored 21 points and Chuck
Hayes overcame foul trouble to
add 17 points and 11 rebounds for
the Wildcats (4-0).

Willie Jenkins had 18 points for
the visiting Golden Eagles (1-3).

No. 25 Wisconsin 69, No. 12
Maryland 64: Alando Tucker
scored a career-high 27 points
and the Badgers (3-1) won their
31st consecutive home game,
tying Stephen F. stin for the
longest current Division I home
winning streak.

Zach Morley scored all 12 of his
points over the final 7:40 for Wis-
consin, including three free
throws in the final 16 seconds of
the ACC-Big Ten Challenge
matchup.

Ekene Ibekwe scored 21 points
to lead Maryland (3-1), which

losing  its

trailed 64-57 with a minute to
play and pulled within 66-64 on a
three-pointer by Nik Caner-Med-
ley with 21 seconds remaining.

No. 19 Florida 88, Florida
A&M 51: Mohamed Abukar
scored a career-high 22 points to
lead the Gators (4-0). The sopho-
more was 8-for-10 from the field,
including 4-for-6 from
three-point range.

Jonathan Kelly and Michael
Harper each had 10 points for the
Rattlers (0-4), who have lost their
opening four road games by a
combined 122 points.

No. 21 Arizona 98, Wyoming
70: Salim Stoudamire and fresh-
man Jawaan McClellan each
scored 19 points and the Wildcats
(4 2) pulled away in the second

McClellan was S-for-10 from
the field, mcludmg 2-for-4 on
three-pointers, and was 7-for-8
from the foul line. Stoudamire
was 3-for-4 on threes.

Jay Straight scored 19 points
for the Cowboys (3-1), who were
playing their first road game of
the season.

No. 23 lowa 91, Drake 75:
Jeff Horner and Adam Haluksa
each scored 21 points and Horner
added eight rebounds and six as-
sists to lead the Hawkeyes (4-1)
to the road win.

Aliou Keita had a career-high
23 points for the Bulldogs (1-2),
who have lost 26 straight to their
instate rival.

Giants sign Benitez;
Mets court Martinez

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — While Mets
fans discussed whether their
team has a chance to land Pedro
Martinez, former New York clos-
er Armando Benitez found a new
club, agreeing Tuesday to a $21.5
million, three-year contract with
the San Francisco Giants.

Cincinnati, meanwhile, re-
tained a key part of its rotation,
agreeing to re-sign ex-Met Paul
Wilson for $8.2 million over two
years.

Martinez isn’t close to making a
decision on where to sign, a per-
son close to the free-agent ace
said on condition of anonymity,
and is likely to wait until the New
York Yankees determine their
level of interest. That could hinge
on whether they acquire Randy
Johnson from Arizona in a trade
that could send Javier Vazquez to
the Diamondbacks.

The Mets, trying to make a
splash in the free-agent market,
offered a  $37.5  million,
three-year contract last weekend,
an agent with knowledge of the
proposal said, also on condition of
anonymity. The offer contains an
option for a fourth season that
could make the deal worth $50

millon over four years, the agent

Boston has offered a two-year
deal to retain Martinez and must
decide by Dec. 7 whether to offer
salary arbitration, which would
extend the window for the World
Series champion Red Sox to
re-sign him until Jan. 8.

Martinez’s agent, Fernando
Cuza, would not comment on the
Mets’ proposal, which was first re-
ported Tuesday in several New
York and Boston newspapers.
New Mets general manager
Omar Minaya declined comment.

Yankees owner George Stein-
brenner met with Martinez in
Tampa, Fla., on Nov. 18, and Mar-
tinez_also met in Florida with
New York third baseman Alex Ro-
driguez.

But the Yankees’ primary inter-
est in recent days appears to be
Johnson, the 41-year-old
left-hander who would prefer to
leave the rebuilding Diamond-
backs and play for a contender.

Benitez, who bounced back
from a subpar 2003 season to
save an NL-leading 47 games in
51 chances for Florida last sea-
son, gets a $7.4 million signing
bonus and salaries of $2.5 million
in 2005, $4 million in 2006 and
$7.6 ml]llon in 2007.

D.C. panel OKs funding
for ballpark, caps costs

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The District
of Columbia Council approved fi-
nancing a ballpark for the Wash-
ington-bound Expos after voting
Tuesday to cap funding at $630
million.

The council approved the plan
6-4 with three members, includ-
ing Chair Linda W. Cropp, voting
present. The measure must be ap-
proved a second time to become
law.

“We're happy that the vote was
to approve,” said John McHale,
an executive vice president in the
commissioner’s office and a mem-
ber of baseball’s relocation com-
mittee.

Cropp’s amendment calls for
‘Washington’s chief financial offic-
er to produce another estimate of
the project’s cost in six months. If
it is more than $100 million above
the current $530 million estimate,
the location of the ballpark would
have to be moved to a less costly
site than the one south of the Capi-
tol agreed to by Washington and
the Expos, who would be re-
named the Nationals.

Indiana fires football coach

INDIANAPOLIS — Gerry Di-
Nardo was fired as Indiana’s foot-
ball coach after a 3-8 season that
ended with a 63-24 loss to Pur-
due, the Hoosiers’ seventh defeat
in eight years to their state rival.

DiNardo, who has two years
left on his contract, had an 8-27
record in three seasons marked
by declining attendance.

DiNardo replaced Cam Cam-
eron after the 2001 season. After
the rout by Purdue, he said “this

Sports briefs

was just about the worst day
we’ve had as a team.”

Hingis making brief return

WASHINGTON —  Martina
Hingis plans to play a tournament
in Thailand in January, the first
WTA Tour event for the former
No. 1-ranked player since 2002.

ngls will play the Volvo Wom-
en’s Open in Pattaya to raise
money for several Thai charities
that help women and children
who have suffered from abuse,
homelessness and illness.

Hingis was 22 when she retired
in 2002 after operations on both
ankles.

Baseball cards net $800,000

WILLOWBROOK, Ill.. — A com-
plete set of 1914 Cracker Jack
baseball cards featuring “Shoe-
less” Joe Jackson and Ty Cobb
has been sold for a record
$800,000.

The cards were in pristine con-
dition, said Doug Allen, president
of MastroNet Inc., an auction
house in this Chl(,dgo suburb. He
said the previous record for a
complete set of baseball cards
was $360,000.

A New York woman — who
along with the buyer asked to re-
main anonymous — found the
144-card set with 2,500 other base-
ball cards in a shoe box in her
home. The cards originally be-
longed to her uncle, who died dur-
ing World War 11, and the wom-
an’s father kept them until his
death last year, Allen said.
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After falling flat, BC
’ champs 'msnowl
Orlando, Fla.

heads to Tire Bowl

The Associated Press

Boston College missed out on a
Bowl Championship Series game
thanks to a lopsided loss to Syra-
cuse, so it must settle for the Con-
tinental Tire Bowl instead.

The Eagles
(8-3) were invit-
ed to the Dec.
30 bowl in Char-
lotte, N.C,, on
Tuesday, three
days after falling to the Orange-
‘men 43-17 and losing the opportu-
nity to win their first outright Big
East title. The Eagles will face fu-
ture ACC rival North Carolina
(6-5) in the bowl.

There was plenty of other bowl
action Tuesday, including Geor-
gia accepting a bid to play Wiscon-
sin in the Outback Bowl on New
Year’s Day in Tampa, Fla.; and
Florida State formally accepting
its bid to play in the Gator Bowl
on Jan. 1 against West Virginia.

Also, Boise State will play Lou-
isville in the Liberty Bowl; New
Mexico faces Navy in the Emer-
ald Bowl; Connecticut heads to
the Motor City Bowl; Marshall
was invited to the Fort Worth
Bowl against Cincinnati; Bowling
Green will play Memphis in the
GMAC Bowl; Georgia Tech goes
to the Champs Sports Bowl; Wyo-
ming is headed to the Las Vegas
Bowl; and Virginia is off to the
MPC Computers Bowl. Peach
Bowl officials said they want Flor-
ida to play in the Dec. 31 game.

It looks like No. 22 Texas A&M
and No. 21 Arizona State will be
invited to play in the Holiday
Bowl in San Diego on Dec. 30.

However, if there’s a shift in
the BCS final standings and
Texas moves ahead of California,
the Holiday Bowl could match
Cal against Texas Tech.

In addition, Notre Dame play-
ers are considering not playing in
the Insight Bowl on Dec. 28 after
coach Tyrone Willingham was
fired. Athletic director Kevin
White said he didn’t know who

Bowl
games

would coach the game. Notre
Dame accepted the invitation on
Sunday.

All Boston College had to do to
get a berth in either the Fiesta or
Sugar Bowl was win at home
against a Syracuse team that was
5-5 and needed a victory just to be
bowl eligible. But the Eagles
could not get it done in their last
season in the Big East. BC and
Syracuse finished tied for the
league title with Pittsburgh and
West Virginia.

The Eagles join the ACC next
year.

“We've got a lot to prove,” said
BC quarterback Paul Peterson,
who missed the Syracuse game
with a broken hand. “People say
we're no good after just one
game. We're going to prove we're
a good team.”

No. 8 Georgia (9-2), considered
a national title contender at the
beginning of the season, fell short
with losses to SEC rivals Tennes-
see and Auburn.

Still, the Outback Bowl is a
good consolation prize, following
appearances in the Sugar and
Capital One the past two years.

The Liberty Bowl in Memphis,
Tenn., features the nation’s top
two offenses. No. 7 Louisville
(9-1) leads the nation in total and
scoring offense behind quarter-
back Stefan LeFors, while No. 11
Boise State (11-0) is second in
both categories.

Connecticut (7 4) will play the
winner of Thursday night’s
Mid-American Conference title
game between Toledo (8-3) and
Miami of Ohio (8-3) in its first
postseason trip as a Division I-A

Marshall (6-5) earned its sev-
enth bowl trip in eight seasons de-
spite losing two of its final three

es.

The second-year Fort Worth
Bowl was supposed to pit teams
from Conference USA and the
Big 12, but there weren’t enough
eligible Big 12 schools. Bowl offi-
cials also had negotiated with the

13

Instead of playing in the Fiesta or Sugar bowls, Boston College's Andre

Callender (32) will go to Charlotte, N.

ACC and Big East for another op-
ponent.

Georgia Tech finally will play
in a bowl that’s not too far from
home. After being sent out West
for three straight years, the Yel-
low Jackets (6-5) will play a team
from the Big 12 in the bowl for-
merly known as the Tangerine.

The announcement had been
expected since the weekend,
when Virginia said it would not
play in a bowl from Dec. 13 to 21
because of exams. The Cavaliers
will play on Dec. 27 in Boise,
Idaho, their third straight bowl ap-
pearance.

Virginia’s opponent has not
been determined, but Gary Beck,
executive director of the MPC
Computers Bowl, said an offer
has been made to Fresno State.

The Peach Bowl wants the Ga-
tors and hopes Ron Zook will
hang around to coach the game in
Atlanta.

Bowl president Gary Stokan

C., for the Continental Tire Bowl.

said that the selection committee
voted for Florida over Alabama
as its choice from the SEC, assum-
ing the Gators are available.

There’s one caveat: An Auburn
loss in the SEC title game could
force the Peach in a different di-
rection. The Peach Bowl is not ex-
pected to formally announce Flor-
ida as one of its teams until after
Saturday’s SEC title game be-
tween the Tigers and Tennessee.

No. 20 Florida (7-4) is expected
to play the loser of Saturday’s
Miami-Virginia Tech game. The
winner will get the ACC’s auto-
matic bid to the BCS.

Zook was fired last month but
agreed to finish out his third sea-
son. He hasn’t said whether he
will coach in the bowl. Alabama
(6-5) is expected to play in the
Music City Bowl.

New Mexico (7-4) is headed for
its third straight postseason ap-
pearance following back-to-back
trips to the Las Vegas Bowl.

A surprising 3-and-out for Willingham

BY ToM COYNE
The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Tyrone Willingham
often used the word “more” to describe what
it was like to coach at Notre Dame. More pres-
sure. More scrutiny. More urgency.

In the end, though, he got less.

He was fired Tuesday after just three sea-
sons, receiving less time than Bob Davie,
Gerry Faust or even Joe Kuharich to turn
around Notre Dame’s fortunes. He served the
shortest tenure of any non-interim coach
since Hunk Anderson was there from
1931-33.

Athletic director Kevin White said he
doesn’t think firing Willingham so quickly,
after most Irish coaches received five years,
is the sign of a new era.

ingham didn’t wish to speak to the media on

percent. That's the game winning percentage

Tuesday, but in the past he said no
one had higher expectations for Notre Dame
than he did.

He said the biggest problem for the Irish
was the inability to play well on a regular
basis, particularly on offense.

“Because it keeps you from being the consis-
tent winner and creating that momentum that
you need,” he said heading into the Tennessee
game three weeks ago.

White praised Willingham, saying the
coach had done everything the school wanted
off the field. It was on the field that was the
problem.

“We simply have not made the progress on
the field that we need to make,” White said.
“Nor have we been able to create the positive

“If it says anything, it’s an of the
notion that football is very important at Notre
Dame and the competitive expectations are
not downwardly negotiable,” White said.

‘Willingham knew that. The school said Will-

necessary in our efforts to return
the Notre Dame program to the elite level of
the college football world.”

Willingham finishes at Notre Dame with a
21-15 record, a winning percentage of 58.3

s wie (35-25). Since 1913,
only Kuharich (42 S) and Faust (53.5) have
worse winning percentages.

The school thought they found the perfect
coach during Willingham’s first season. He
got off to an 8-0 start — the second best start
in school history — and after a surprisingly
easy victory at Florida State, the Irish, at No.
4, had their highest ranking in eight years.
The Irish went 2-3 their last five games that
season, including a 28-6 loss to North Carolina
State in the Gator Bowl. They went 5-7 last sea-
son, losing by 30 or more points to Michigan,
Florida State and Southern California.

This season the Irish pulled off upsets of
Michigan and Tennessee but also were beaten
badly by USC and Purdue. They also lost
games they were expected to win against
BYU, Boston College and Pittsburg]

Despite finishing a disappointing 6-5 this
season, the Irish accepted an invitation Sun-
day to the Insight Bowl in Phoenix on Dec. 28.
It’s not clear now whether the Irish will still
g0, and if they do who will coach them.
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List: Notre Dame
courting Meyer

LIST, FROM BACK PAGE

“I guess I'm one of those guys, I
try to avoid it,” Meyer said. “You
can only avoid it for so long. 'm
not going to have a team meeting
to discuss it. I think our guys are
still focused.”
The 40-year-old Meyer has
been mentioned for other jobs.
He’s declined comment on the
Florida opening ever since Ron
Zook was fired last month. Meyer
has only said he and his family
are happy in Utah and he plans
on coaching there a long time.
Meyer left Notre Dame for his
first head coaching job, at Bowl-
ing Green. He quickly turned
around the Falcons, going 8-3 and
9-3 before moving to Utah in 2003.
The Utes were 10-2 last season.
“He’s a great coach and he’s ob-
viously had a lot of success,” Utah
quarterback Alex Smith said.
“Whenever you're successful,
somebody’s going to want a piece
of you. Right now, they’re going
to want him.”
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Parcells says Testaverde
will start Monday's game

SPORTS

at Seattle, Page 41

Duke topples Michigan State

AP
J.). Redick (4), shooting over Michigan State's Kelvin Torbert (23), had 29 points — 21 in the first half — to
lead No. 10 Duke to an 81-74 victory over No. 11 Michigan State in Durham, N.C., on Tuesday. The Atlantic
Coast Conference has won four of five games in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge. See Page 44 for details.

Utah football coach Urban Meyer, left, with wife Shelley, and daughter,
Gigi, has compiled a 21-2 record in two seasons at Utah. Meyer, 40,
was an assistant coach at Notre Dame from 1996-2000.

Utah’s Meyer
tops Irish’s list

Tedford, Ferentz and Gruden
also considered candidates

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Notre
Dame is looking for a coach, and
Utah’s Urban Meyer could be
among the top candidates to take
over college football’s most glam-

tant for five years, couldn’t ave
answering questions on the topic
after Tyrone Willingham was
fired Tuesday. Meyer has a
clause in his contract that allows
him to leave to coach Notre Dame
without a buyout.

“T have great respect for that
university,” Meyer said Tuesday
after leading his fifth-ranked Utes
(11-0) through practice. “That’s
the reason it’s in my contract.

“I think a lot of people look into
it more than what it is. 'm sure
that this is going to spark a lot of
discussion, but I'm just trying to
get a team ready to play in a bowl
game.”

‘While Notre Dame (6-5) was re-
considering whether to play in

the Insight Bowl, Utah is set to be-
come the first non-BCS school to
play in a Bowl Championship Se-
ries game — most likely the Fies-
ta Bowl.

Meyer isn’t the only candidate
to surface. Others include Califor-
nia coach Jeff Tedford, Iowa
coach Kirk Ferentz and Tampa
Bay Buccaneers coach Jon

ruden.

Tedford has had success at a
school with high academic expec-
tations similar to Notre Dame’s;
Ferentz was hired at Maine in
1990 by current Notre Dame ath-
letic director Kevin White; and

ruden was mentioned promi-
nently in the Notre Dame search
three years ago. Gruden grew up
in South Bend and his father was
an assistant under former Irish
coach Dan Devine.

Meyer, though, is the top name
right now. He talked to a few play-
ers who asked him about the
Notre Dame opening. The coach
declined to say whether he would
be interested if the school called.

SEE LIST ON PAGE 45

Rockets’ fourth
straight loss turns
fans against

Chiefs coach Vermeil says he’ll be back in 2005 e |UININ

No. 25 Wisconsin
tops 12th-ranked
Maryland and
extends home
winning streak

to 31 games
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